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Don  t  Miss  What  We 
Have  Coming  your  Wau 


in  1999! 


Including  a  collection  begun  in 
the  1870s  and  off  the  market 
for  generations;  a  cabinet 
containing  many  classic 
American  rarities. 
More  details  will  be 
announced  soon, 
and  you'll  be  among 
the  first  to  know  if 
you  are  on  our  mail¬ 
ing  list! 


To  Subscribe 
or  renew  is  as 
easy  as  pie! 

Call  Mary  or  Donna  in 
our  Publications  Depart¬ 
ment  at  1  -800-222-5993,  credit 
card  in  hand,  and  for  just  $95 
we  will  send  you  some  of  the  fin¬ 
est  publications  in  numismatics  to¬ 
day,  including  our  next  six  superbly  il¬ 
lustrated  auction  catalogues,  six  issues  of 
our  award-winning  magazine,  the  Rare  Coin  Re- 
view,  and  over  15  copies  of  our  illustrated  newspaper, 
The  Coin  Collector.  We  guarantee  you'll  be  pleased  with 
the  beautiful  and  informative  publications  that  arrive  in 
vour  mailbox. 


About  the  Coi’er:  A  view  from  our  office  looking  across  Wolfeboro  Bay  toward  Gunstock  Mountain  in  Gilford. 
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From  Dave's  Desk 


Welcome  to  our  latest  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view.  In  the  pages  to  follow  you  will  find 
many  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins  to 
consider.  Each  one  has  been  purchased  by 
us  with  care  and  is  guaranteed  to  be  in  the 
grade  you  want,  to  have  the  eye  appeal  and 
aesthetic  quality  you  want,  and  to  be  a  good 
value  for  the  price  paid.  For  many  years  we 
have  built  our  business  reputation  on  deliv¬ 
ering  excellent  value  to  our  clients.  Let  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  be  your  headquar¬ 
ters  for  coin  collecting  enjoyment  and  satis¬ 
faction. 

The  coin  market  is  very  strong,  in¬ 
deed  "the  strongest  I  have  ever  seen,"  a 
dealer  colleagug  recently  remarked.  To  my 
way  of  thinking,  this  time  around  (the  mar¬ 
ket  does  move  in  cycles)  the  strength  is  very 
broadly  based.  There  seems  to  be  equal  de¬ 
mand  for  a  nice  1793  copper  cent,  or  1652 
Massachusetts  silver  shilling,  or  a  Mint  State 
1908  gold  quarter  eagle,  or  a  1838  Low-54 
Hard  Times  token.  This  is  good. 

One  reason  for  this  diversity  is  that 
the  market  no  longer  takes  a  follow-the- 
leader  approach.  There  are  so  many  news 
items  about  coins,  so  many  advertising 
messages  — ranging  from  TV  shopping  to 
the  Internet  to  coin  shows  to  dealer  cata¬ 
logues— that  no  single  medium  is  domi¬ 
nant.  Coin  buyers  are  learning  to  investigate 
before  buying,  and  to  think  for  themselves. 
This,  too,  is  good,  I  reflected  the  other 
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evening  when  I  saw  a  very  likable  fellow  on 
television  try  to  convince  me  that  a  rare 
1878  Morgan  silver  dollar  would  be  a  really 
great  coin  to  have  for  $199  (which  is  a  bit 
more  than  the  $40  to  $50  we  would  charge 
for  such  a  coin!).  Indeed,  if  for  no  other  rea¬ 
son,  one  needs  knowledge  for  self  protection! 

In  my  opinion,  the  best  way  to  enjoy 
coins  and  to  collect  them  effectively  is  to 
read  as  much  as  you  can  before  you  make 
significant  purchases.  I  will  not  tell  you  to 
read  before  making  any  purchase,  as  it  is 
human  nature  to  see  something  exciting  of¬ 
fered,  and  to  spring  for  it.  About  15  years 
ago  I  bought  a  major  collection  of  old 
bottles,  paying  a  hefty  six-figure  sum. 
Trouble  was  that  after  buying  them,  I  then 
decided  to  appreciate  the  bottles  more  fully 
by  reading  all  I  could.  In  time,  I  found  that 
my  interest  was  not  all  that  strong,  and  later 
I  sold  the  collection,  taking  a  loss.  I  did  gain, 
however,  from  the  experience. 

On  the  other  hand,  for  the  categories  I 
have  collected  for  a  long  time  and  have 
some  degree  of  knowledge  —  I  can  make  in¬ 
telligent  purchases  that,  given  a  few  years  of 
holding  them,  nearly  always  turn  out  to  be 
good  investments.  It  has  been  said  that  "a 
fine  collection  is  your  best  investment,"  and 
I  agree.  A  collection  of  rare  coins  can  be  a 
great  investment  in  pleasure,  in  the  thrill  of  the 
chase,  and,  if  history  repeats  itself,  a  fine  fi¬ 
nancial  investment  as  well.  I  recall  the  case  in 
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which  Mrs.  Emery  May  Holden  Norweb 
paid  the  record  price  of  $70  for  a  Mint  State 
1864-S  $5  gold  piece  in  Abe  Kosoff 's  sale  of 
the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection  in  1956.  In 
1987,  when  the  Norweb  family  commis¬ 
sioned  our  company  to  auction  their  mar¬ 
velous  holdings,  this  particular  1864-S  $5 
realized  — would  you  believe  it?  — $110,000. 
It  really  did! 

Today  in  1999  there  are  more  good 
books  about  coins  available  than  ever  before. 
Knowledge  is  easy  to  get,  and  — good 
news! —knowledge  is  inexpensive  to  acquire, 
but  priceless  once  you  have  it.  Check  our 
Books  for  Sale  listing  beginning  on  page  69 
for  the  titles  that  interest  you  the  most. 

It's  easy  to  order:  Just  telephone  our 
Direct  Sales  Department  (for  coins;  with 
Gail  Watson  and  Janet  Lavertue  ready  to 
help)  or  our  Publications  Department  (Man' 
Tocci  or  Donna  Badeau),  and  we'll  take  care 
of  your  order  right  away.  Or,  send  your  or¬ 
der  by  fax,  e-mail,  or  regular  mail. 

From  all  of  us  here  at  Bowers  and  Me¬ 
rena  Galleries,  a  happy,  healthy,  and  pros¬ 
perous  new  year. 

<£L_, 

Q.  David  Bowers 

Subscribe  Today! 

A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Com  Re¬ 
view,  and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus  six  Grand  For¬ 
mat™  auction  catalogues  produced  by  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  (with  prices  realized), 
and  special  offers  and  mailings.  A  value  of  over 
$200  if  purchased  separately! 

Domestic  Subscription . $95.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail)  ....  $150.00 
Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail) $200.00 

For  Instant  Service  Call 
1-800-222-5993  (orders  only,  please) 
General  inquiries  and  in  NH  (t>03)  569-5095 

24-Hr.  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 
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Colonial  &  Copper  Coins 


substitute  for  paper  dollars . 7,650 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-la,  Breen- 
1106.  Pointed  Rays,  Large  US.  VF-30 .  525 


The**-  piece*,  are  said  to  have  been  struck  in  England  and 
imported  in  quantity  to  the  United  States  For  a  tuhe  there  was 
a  miru-movement  to  call  these  "Constellatio  Nova"  coins,  but 
the  Nova  Constellatio  nomenclature  seems  to  be  preferred. 
1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-2b.  Small 
US.  EF-40  Medium  brown  surfaces.  A  few 
planchet  marks  here  and  there.  Overall,  an  eye¬ 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  popular  issue . 575 

1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  C-3b.  Pointed  Rays. 
EF-45.  Very  pleasing  light  brown  surfaces.  A  finer 

coin  than  usually  encountered . 825 

1785  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  6.3-G.l.  Raritv-3. 

Mailed  Bust  Right.  EF-40 .  795 

1785  Connecticut  copper.  M4.1-F.4.  African 
Head.  F-12.  Lovely  light  brown.  Remarkably 
smooth  surfaces  for  a  1785  Connecticut  (typi¬ 
cally  on  other  specimens,  planchet  fissures  are 

endemic) . . 325 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Ml.l-A.  Small  Head.  VF- 
25  (PCGS)  Attractive,  glossv  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Classic  Machin's  Mills  issue  struck  at 
Newburgh,  NT,  under  very  interesting  circum¬ 
stances  (cf.  Crosbv,  et  al).  One  of  the  nicest  seen 
at  this  grade  lev  el . . . 995 


Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 


DON.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces.  A  particu¬ 
larly  nice  example  of  this  impressive  and  popular 
issue . 995 


In  the  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Com  Review  we 
offer  a  very  pleasing  selection  of  colonial  coins,  com¬ 
mencing  with  a  desirable  and  scarce  Massachusetts 
Pine  Tree  shilling  and  continuing  to  include  a  1776 
Continental  Currency  "dollar,"  coins  of  the  states, 
and  other  desirable  pieces. 

The  field  of  colonial  and  early  American  coins 
includes  many  different  issues.  The  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  is  as  good  a  passport  as  any  to 
gaining  basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that,  Walter  Breen's 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  offers 
much  information  between  two  covers,  and  which  we 
offer  at  a  special  price.  See  page  69  of  this  issue.  Still 
further,  if  your  interest  becomes  specialized,  there  are 
a  number  of  excellent  monographs  and  studies,  some 
of  which  are  out  of  print  and  others  which  are  easily 
obtainable.  If  you  are  interested  in  history,  an  abso¬ 
lute  must  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby's  1875  work.  The  Earh/ 
Coins  of  America  available  in  reprint  form  is  offered  on 
page  4  of  this  issue. 

A  Notable  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-30.  VF-35  (PCGS).  69.9  grains.  Small 
planchet . 3,495 

The  1652-dated  Pine  Tree  shilling  has  a  secure  niche  in 
American  folklore  and  history.  Of  all  early  American  issues, 
this  is  probably  the  most  storied,  with  Nathaniel  Hawthorne's 
tale  of  the  mintmaster  John  Hull's  daughter  receiving  as  her 
dowry  her  weight  in  freshly  minted  coins  of  this  design 
1723  Wood's  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-157. 
Beaded  Cincture.  MS-64  BN.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men,  glossy  and  somew'hat  prooflike,  with  much 
eye  appeal.  A  fairly  unusual  instance  in  which  a 
piece  of  this  era  can  be  acquired  in  really  choice 
Mint  State! . 1,495 

There  are  relatively  few  coins  associated  with  the  colo¬ 
nial  era  that  can  be  obtained  in  any  degree  of  Mint  State,  never 
mind  MS-64.  Among  these,  there  are  just  two  seen  with 
frequency:  the  Wood's  Hibernia  halfpenny  of  1723,  as  offered 
above,  and  the  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Even  so,  the  pieces  are 
hardly  common  in  comparison  to  later  federal  issues. 

1694  London  Elephant  token.  Breen-186.  Thick 
planchet.  EF-40  (PCGS).  GOD  PRESERVE  LON- 


It  is  not  certain  whether  these  "London"  pieces  ever 
circulated  in  America,  but  as  they  are  cousins  of  pieces  with 
American  descriptions  (relating  to  Carolina  and  New  En¬ 
gland)  they  have  long  been  adopted  into  the  American  series 
and  have  been  desired  by  numismatists  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic 

Attractive  1776  Continental  Dollar 


1776  Continental  Currency  "dollar."  Newman-2C. 
Breen-1092.  Pewter.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 
specimen  of  this  famous  coin.  It  is  believed  that 
these  were  issued  under  authority  of  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Congress  and  were  intended  as  a  metallic 
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Walter  Breens 
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In  the  late  1790s  Captain  Thomas  Machin  and  several 
associates  set  up  a  "manufactory  of  hardware"  near  the  outlet 
of  Orange  Pond.  Earlier,  during  the  Revolutionary  War, 
Machin,  trained  in  engineering,  had  distinguished  himself  by 
supervising  the  stretching  of  a  heavy  chain  across  the  Hudson 
River  at  W  est  Point  to  prevent  the  passage  of  British  ships  past 
that  point. 

In  general,  Machin’s  Mills,  as  the  enterprise  is  known  to 
numismatists,  produced  imitations  of  the  coins  of  others, 
although  there  was  an  official  connection  with  Reuben  Harmon, 
Jr.,  who  had  a  state  franchise  to  coin  Vermont  coppers.  Many 
if  not  most  Machin's  Mills  coins  are  carelessly  struck  on 
lightweight  planchets,  often  from  dies  with  irregular  spacing 
and/ or  naive  workmanship.  The  "primitive"  nature  of  certain 
of  these  pieces  has  made  them  favorites  with  collectors. 

The  Small  Head  copper  of  Connecticut  has  a  very 
appealing  aspect,  somewhat  like  a  cameo,  as  the  portrait  is 
surrounded  by  a  larger  field  than  on  the  issues  authorized  by 
the  state  of  Connecticut. 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Very  little  in 
the  way  of  actual  wear.  A  choice  example  of  the 
type  and  variety.  Quality  pieces  such  as  this  are 

quite  elusive  on  today's  market . 725 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  are  still  visible  on  high 

points.  Outstanding  quality . 795 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  43-d.  Small  Planchet. 

Plain  Shield.  VF-35  (PCGS) . 495 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  48-g.  VF-30  (PCGS).  595 
1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet.  Plain 
edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermediate  die  state  with 
a  die  break  attached  to  the  upper  left  edge  of  the 

clock  but  not  affecting  the  D  in  GOLD . 995 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Type  of  Breen-1156 
to  1158.  Lettered  edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge 
lettered  PAYABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON 
OR  BRISTOL.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  with 
a  generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red. ...  1,095 


The  name  of  this  token  is  derived  from  the  position  of 
the  initial  K  at  the  top  of  the  pyramid  design  on  the  reverse.  For 
a  long  time  in  American  numismatics  such  pieces  were  called 
"triangle  cents." 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada 
Superb  Proof  Rarity 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada.  Struck  in 
copper.  "Myddelton"-style  obverse  by  Ktichler. 
Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  Proof  with  rich 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  accented  with  iridescent 
blue.  An  aesthetic  treat,  one  of  the  nicest  in  exist¬ 
ence  of  this  famous  and  very  beautiful  rarity.  It  is 
believed  that  this  and  related  pieces  were  struck 
circa  1802-1803  as  samples  of  the  engraving  skills 
of  the  Soho  Mint,  Birmingham.  A  major  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  connoisseur . 8,950 

The  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  token  is  one  of 
the  more  elusive  varieties  in  the  series  related  to  early  America. 
The  obverse,  by  Conrad  H.  Kiichler  (who  also  cut  the  dies  for 
the  memorable  1796  Washington  Seasons  medals  distributed 
by  Lewis  and  Clark  on  their  1804-1806  journey  through  the 
American  Northwest)  depicts  the  goddess  Britannia  or  Hope, 
presenting  her  two  young  children  to  Liberty,  representing 
America.  The  inscription  BRITISH  SETTLEMENT  KENTUCKY 
is  in  an  arc  above,  and  the  date  1796  is  below.  The  design  was 
intended  to  illustrate  the  emigration  from  England  to  America 
of  persons  of  youth  and  vitality,  to  settle  in  an  area  of  Kentucky 
controlled  by  Philip  Parry  Price  of  Myddelton.  Walter  Breen  in 
his  Encyclopedia  notes  that  in  August  1796,  British  authorities 


tossed  Price  into  Newgate  prison,  charging  him  w  ith  " inciting 
artificers  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,"  an  early  brain 
drain.  The  project  came  to  a  quick  conclusion  How  many 
citizens  actually  went  to  Kentucky  and  found  success  there  is 
not  known. 

The  reverse  of  the  presently  offered  variety  differs 
from  that  seen  on  the  normal  Myddelton  token  and  bears  the 
inscription  ONE  HALF  PENNY  /  COPPER  /  COMPANY  / 
OF  /  UPPER  /  CANADA.  The  activities  of  the  Copper  Com¬ 
pany  of  Upper  Canada,  if  it  actually  existed,  are  not  known  to 
the  cataloguer.  Perhaps  the  outfit  was  formed  but  never  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining  or  refining.  Although  the  circumstances  are 
not  known,  the  die  was  cut  circa  1794.  It  is  believed  (with  John 
J.  Ford,  Jr.,  pointing  this  out  in  the  Coin  Collector  's  journal  in  the 
early  1950s)  that  pieces  of  this  type,  illustrating  superb 
workmanship,  were  made  up  as  samples  or  presentation 
pieces  by  the  Soho  Mint  in  Birmingham,  which  at  the  time  was 
interested  in  receiving  private  contracts  for  tokens  and  medals 
as  well  as  commissions  from  foreign  governments  The  Soho 
Mint  also  furnished  planchets  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  from 
which  copper  cents  were  coined.  Copper  Company  of  Upper 
Canada  pieces  were  produced  only  in  copper,  and  apparently 
to  a  very  limited  extent.  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia 
specifically  mentions  just  two  pieces,  the  Robison  and  Roper 
examples. 

The  present  coin  is  a  superb  association  item  with  the 
usually  seen  Myddelton  token,  struck  from  the  same  obverse 
die,  which  on  the  reverse  shows  a  figure  of  Britannia,  seated, 
face  downward,  with  the  inscription  PAYABLE  BY  P.P.P. 
MYDDELTON  around  the  border. 

1795  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Breen-1294-1295.  Plain 
edge.  VF-20  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most  interesting 
Washington  issues  of  the  era;  crudely  struck  from 
shallow  dies . 450 

The  obverse  has  a  shallowly  cut  portrait  and  the  curi¬ 
ous  inscription  GEORGEIVS  WASHINGTON.  Produced  in 
England  in  the  1790s  (estimate),  this  issue  was  deliberately 
made  to  appear  worn,  so  that  freshly  minted  coins  would 
readily  circulate  without  being  examined  closely. 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  Kessler  Newman-1  B.  Rarity- 
5.  VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces,  remarkably 
smooth . 495 

Half  Cents 

The  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Revieu ;  includes 
a  very  nice  selection  of  half  cents  commencing  with 
the  Draped  Bust  series  and  continuing  to  include 
Classic  Head  issues  and  the  ever-popular  Braided  Hair 
coinage.  Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  Walter 
Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents  1793-1857, 
and  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.'s  book,  American  HalfCmts. 

P.S.:  We  are  eager  buyers  of  half  cents,  and,  if  you 
are  not  in  a  buying  frame  of  mind,  how  about  selling 
us  some?  An  instant  check  awaits  you  for  quality  ma¬ 
terial. 

1803  Breen-3,  Cohen-3.  EF-40.  A  splendid  coin  659 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossv 


brown  surfaces . 625 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF45 . 395 


1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF40.  Glossv  brown  375 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  AU-50  Pleasing 
brown  surfaces.  A  delightful  earlv  half  cent!  595 

1805  B-3,  C-3.  Small  5,  With  Stems.  VG-8  A  well- 

known  classic  raritv  in  the  half  cent  series,  an  is¬ 
sue  that  is  elusive  at  all  grade  levels.  Minor 
scratches  are  toned  and  blend  in  with  the  surface. 
A  find  for  the  specialist  and  priced  quite  reason¬ 
ably  at  only .  895 

i, 
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Copper  Coins  for  Sale 


1806  B-3,  C-l.  Small  6,  No  Stems.  AU-58.  Lovely  light 
brown  surfaces . 665 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous 

and  beautiful . 1,995 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 .  495 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 .  375 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  EF-15  (NGC).  Pleasing  light  brown  sur¬ 

faces.  Quite  scarce  in  grades  above  VF.  This  lovely 
half  cent  will  nicely  fill  the  requirements  for  the 
date  and  variety . 975 

Unlike  certain  other  early  Draped  Bust  halt  cents,  the 
entire  issue  of  1808  seems  to  have  been  paid  out  into  the 
channels  of  commerce  Today,  most  examples  are  well  worn, 
with  Good,  VG,  and  Fine  being  about  par  The  presently 
offered  coin  is  exceptional. 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  EF-45.  1  ight  brown,  somewhat  frosts 
surfaces.  A  beauty!  Elusive  so  fine . 975 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5.  A  U-55 .  195 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5. 9  in  date  over  earlier  inverted  9  ("6") 
EF-45.  Attractive  brown  surfaces . 245 

1810  B-l,  C-l,  AU-55 .  1,095 

1811  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20  (ANACS).  One  of  the  most  im¬ 

portant  dates  among  business  strike's  in  the  half 
cent  series . 1,395 

1811  B-2,  C-l.  F-15 .  795 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 245 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 .  231 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  AU-58 . 135 

1828  B-3,  C-2. 12  Stars.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  One  of  the 
most  curious  varieties  in  American  coinage  of  this 
era.  Although  examples  are  available  readily 
enough  in  worn  grades,  at  the  Mint  State  level  it 
is  a  rarity.  You  will  enjov  owning  this  coin,  a  piece 
that  is  bound  to  be  a  highlight  in  the  copper  sec¬ 
tion  of  your  cabinet . 1,395 

The  circumstances  of  production  of  this  issue  were  not 
recorded.  The  missing  star  was  undoubtedly  a  result  of  negli¬ 
gence,  as  certainly  no  design  change  was  intended.  A  parallel 


from  the  same  general  era  can  be  drawn  to  the  1832  $5  gold 
rarity  with  just  12  obverse  stars. 

1828  B-3,  C-2. 12  Stars.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  brown 
surfaces  are  somewhat  prooflike.  Definitely  scarce 
at  this  level;  probably  95%  of  extant  B-3  half  cents 


are  in  less  than  AU  grade . 725 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 .  225 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 79 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 165 

1834  B-l.  C-l.  MS-63  BN . 350 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NCC) . 350 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 295 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Nicely  struck.  Attrac¬ 
tive  appearance . 425 


1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Very' 
scarce  in  this  high  grade,  more  elusive  than  gen¬ 
erally  realized.  Phis  is  the  first  business  strike 
appearance  of  Christian  Gobrecht's  Braided  Hair 


design . 1,195 

ISM  |t  |  (.  i  \|s  ,.t  |S\  . 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 395 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 325 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) .  895 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN.  A  very  nice,  pristine  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  date . 435 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC) . 235 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60.  Light  tan  surfaces . 315 


Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden,  one  of  the  most 
enthusiastic  numismatists  of  his  era,  wrote  in  ISM)  that  most  of 
the  1857  half  cents  were  not  released,  but  were  held  at  the  Mint 
and  melted 

Large  Cents 


Large  copper  cents,  1793-1857,  are  the  verv  foun¬ 
dation  of  American  numismatics.  Year  in  and  year 
out  this  series  plays  to  a  wide,  appreciative  audience. 
Writing  in  1949,  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  commented 
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that  after  numismatists  had  investigated  other  series, 
their  interests  often  turn  to  the  worn,  multi-toned  old 
copper  cents,  such  pieces  bespeaking  a  link  with  the 
past  and  also  a  reflection  of  a  very  early  era  of  coin 
technology.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
have  always  enjoyed  copper  cents  and  over  the  vears 
have  handled  many  important  individual  pieces, 
great  collections,  and  countless  thousands  of  "popu¬ 
lar"  pieces  at  lower  price  levels. 

Today  in  1999  few  people  can  realistically  aspire 
to  acquire  one  of  each  Sheldon-listed  die  variety  1793- 
1814  or  one  of  each  Newcomb-listed  variety'  of  the 
later  era,  1816-1857.  Probably  a  more  realistic  way  to 
collect  is  to  acquire  one  of  each  basic  design  and  ma¬ 
jor  variety  (such  as  overdate  or  difference  in  star  or 
lettering  arrangements)  as  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins.  Alternatively,  a  specialty  can  be 
selected  within  a  series,  such  as  the  "middle  date" 
pieces  from  1816  through  1839  inclusive.  Whichever 
way  you  choose,  let  this  Rare  Com  Review  be  your 
passport  to  acquiring  some  carefully  graded  early 
cents  priced  to  be  good  values. 

Beautiful  EF  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1793  Sheldon-9.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge.  EF-W 

A  yvell  struck,  pleasing  specimen  with  medium 
brown  surfaces.  This  lovely  and  rare  1793  cent 
will  fill  the  bill  exactly  for  a  choice  coin  for  a  type 
or  date  set . 6,950 

Alter  a  limited  coinage  of  1793  Cham  cents  (which 
attracted  public  criticism  because  of  their  motif),  the  design 
was  modified  hi  the  Wreath  sty  le  as  offered  here.  As  it  devel¬ 
oped.  such  pieces  were  made  only  through  late  summer  of 
1793.  after  which  thev  were  superseded  by  the  Liberty  Cap 
type  made  by  loseph  Wright  (who  was  to  die  in  September 
1793  dunng  the  vellow  fever  epidemic). 

1793  Wreath  cents  were  made  with  two  major  edge 
styles,  the  Nine  and  Bars  motif  as  offered  here  and  the  later 
Lettered  Edge. 

1794  S-63.  Low  Rarity-3.  Head  of  1794.  VF-30.  Called 

the  Fallen  4  variety,  although  the  9  in  the  date  is 
actually  higher  than  the  other  numerals,  causing 
the  4  to  appear  to  be  low,  a  trompe  l'oeil  situation. 
Mainly  smooth  medium  tan  surfaces.  Although 
some  tinv  rim  bruises  are  present,  they  do  little  if 
anything  to  detract  from  the  overall  appeal  of  the 
coin . 1,450 

More  than  for  anv  other  year,  cents  of  1794  were  made 
in  a  wide  array  of  die  varieties  and  combinations.  This  oc¬ 
curred  early  enough  in  Mint  history  so  that  dies  were  still 
made  by  hand  (using  punches),  yielding  many  issues  that 
have  interesting  errors  or  idiosyncrasies. 

1796  Liberty  Cap.  S-84.  VG-8 . 315 

1797  S-128.  Reverse  of  1797.  VF-25.  Light  brown  sur¬ 

faces.  Exceptional  detail  and  definition,  quite  pos¬ 
sibly  in  a  grade  that  some  would  call  Extremel)! 
Fine . 625 
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Copper  Coins  for  Sole 


though  we  are  all  its  beneficiaries) . 695 

1817  N-16. 15  Stars.  EF-40.  A  weak  strike  at  9:00  is 
noted  for  accuracy  and  is  the  result  of  misalign¬ 
ment  of  the  dies  (the  faces  were  not  parallel),  this 
being  true  to  one  degree  or  another  on  all  authen¬ 


tic  specimens . 675 

1818  N-10.  MS-64  RB . 750 


If  you  want  to  enhance  your  appreciation  100%  of  this 
or  virtually  any  other  Mint  State  cent  of  the  1 816-1820  era,  read 
about  the  Randall  Hoard.  This  fabulous  cache  of  copper  cents 
is  of  unknown  parentage,  but  is  said  to  have  been  unearthed 
from  beneath  a  railroad  station  platform  in  Georgia.  About  as 
much  as  is  known  is  delineated  in  fascinating  (in  our  opinion) 
detail  in  Dave  Bowers'  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards,  available  from  our  Publications  Department. 


1818  N-10.  MS-62  BN . 325 

1819/8  N-l.  EF-40.  Popular  overdate . 275 

1820/19  N-l.  EF-40 .  395 

1820  N-13.  MS-60 . 395 


The  formation  of  a  collection  within  a  collection  within 
a  collection,  so  to  speak,  can  be  made  by  taking  the  early  range 
of  the  1816-1839  middle  date  series  and  concentrating  simply 
on  the  first  few'  years.  Many  varieties  of  the  years  1816  through 
1820  inclusive  are  readily  collectible  in  higher  grades  includ¬ 
ing  Mint  State,  due  to  their  presence  in  the  remarkable  Randall 
Hoard.  This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  will  give  you  a  good 
beginning. 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1822 


1822  N-10.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous, 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of 


this  early  Matron  Head  date,  one  that  was  not 
represented  in  any  hoard . 2,150 

Notable  1823/2  Cent  Rarity 


1823/2  N-l.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  splendid  piece  that  will  answer  your 
call  for  a  high-grade  example  at  a  reasonable 

price.  A  find . 2,250 

Of  all  cent  dates  in  the  later  series  1816-1857,  the  1823  is 
far  and  away  the  most  elusive.  The  date  occurs  in  two  major 
varieties,  the  1823/2  overdate  as  offered  here,  and  the  1823 
"perfect  date." 

1823  Restrike  from  mismatched  dies.  AU-50.  Middle 
die  state  struck  in  the  late  19th  century,  after  1858- 
1860,  but  probably  before  1880.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand  as  a  curiosity  item  that  can  add  a  lot  to  the 
interest  of  a  collection,  right  along  with  a  restrike 
1804  (if  you  can  find  one) . 895 

Mark  Borckardt's  important  study  of  cent  restrikes 
(with  William  Metropolis,  of  Harvard  University,  providing 
certain  metallic  analyses),  has  been  published  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society,  New  York,  as  part  of  the  compen¬ 
dium  on  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference. 

1826  N-8.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 245 

1829  N-6.  Large  Letters.  VF-30  (ANACS) . 95 

1830  N-6.  Rarity-5.  Small  Letters.  VF-35.  A  splendid 

specimen  at  this  grade  level  of  a  classic  key  issue 
among  the  Guide  Book  listed  varieties.  This  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  much-sought  item . 1,195 


1798  S-166.  Large  8.  VF-35.  The  so-called  Whisker  Va¬ 
riety,  from  a  tiny  hair-like  die  defect  under  Miss 
Liberty's  chin.  A  pleasing  specimen . 1,495 

1801  S-213.  F-15 . 435 

1802  S-237.  EF-40.  Widest  date  of  the  year.  Large  ber¬ 
ries  in  wreath . 865 

1802  S-241.  No  Stems.  VF-30 .  525 

1803  S-249. 1/000.  VF-30.  A  nice  example  of  the  popu¬ 
lar  error  fraction  variety.  Dark  mahogany.  1,095 

1803  S-251.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  EF-40.  Latest 
die  state.  Some  porosity . 795 

1803  S-256.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  VF-30.  ...  415 

Rare  1803  SD,  SF  S-262  Cent 


1803  S-262.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  Low  Rarity- 
4.  VF-20.  A  very  elusive  die  variety  in  any  grade; 
especially  so  at  the  Very  Fine  level  offered  here. 
An  attractive  cenfyou'll  admire  again  and  again 


when  it  is  in  your  cabinet . 2,195 

1810  S-283.  Rarity-3.  VF-20  (PCGS) . 650 


1812  S-290.  EF40  (ANACS).  A  very  nice  "type"  coin  to 
illustrate  the  1808-1814  Classic  Head  design. ...  995 

Nearly  Condition  Census  1813  Cent 


1813  S-293.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lovely,  lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Important  as  a  scarce  date.  Very 
nearly  in  the  Condition  Census.  A  prize  coin  that 

will  be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection! . 4,550 

Apart  from  being  close  to  Condition  Census,  the  pres¬ 
ently  offered  piece  is  all  the  more  desirable  as  it  has  nice  eye 
appeal.  As  a  group,  the  Classic  Head  cents  of  1808-1814  are 
much  harder  to  find  in  "nice"  condition  than  are  the  designs 
immediately  preceding  and  following. 

1813  S-293.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Lovely  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 1,395 

1813  S-293.  VF-20  BN  (NGC) . 585 

1814  S-294.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  of  a 

cent  which  is  quite  difficult  to  find  in  a  nice  com¬ 
bination  of  high  grade  and  attractive  surface,  for 
most  1814  cents  are  very  dark . 1,595 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  Late  die  state.  VF-20 . 475 

1816  Newcomb-2.  MS-63  RB,  First  year  of  the  so-called 
Matron  Head  type.  A  lovely  specimen  with  much 
lustre.  Probably  from  the  still  somewhat  enigmatic 
Randall  Hoard  (no  one  knows  where  the  hoard 
was  discovered  or  how  many  coins  were  in  it,  al- 
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Copper  Coins  for  Sale 


1831  N-3.  Medium  Letters.  AU-50 .  325 

1831  N-9.  Large  Letters.  AU-50 .  395 

1832  N-l.  Medium  Letters.  EF-40 . 165 

1832  N-2.  Medium  Letters.  VF-35 .  125 

1832  N-3.  Large  Letters.  AU-50 .  275 

1834  N-l.  Small  8.  AU-55 .  295 

1834  N-3.  Large  Date,  Small  Stars,  Small  Letters.  AU- 

58 .  450 

1834  N-5.  Large  Date,  Large  Stars,  Medium  Letters. 
G-6 . 485 


1837  N-5.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 435 
1837  N-6.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters  MS-62  BN 


(PCGS) . 375 

1838  N-l.  AU-50 . 165 

1839  N-9.  Silly  Head.  AU-50 .  325 


1839  N-14.  Booln /  Head.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Dark  brown 
with  iridescent  blue  and  lilac.  A  very  attractive 
example  of  this  scarce  variety,  a  coin  that  will  be 
a  pleasure  to  own  and  contemplate.  There  is 
something  special  about  the  cents  of  1839,  so  var¬ 


ied  are  they  in  style . 595 

1842  N-9.  Urge  Date.  AU-50 .  235 

1843  N-6.  Type  of  1844.  AU-50 .  295 

1847  N-l.  AU-50 . 175 

1847  N-12.  Rarity-3+.  EF-45 . 165 

1848  N-12.  AU-50 . 145 

1848  N-40.  Rarity-3+.  AU-50 .  265 

1849  N-2.  AU-58.  Nicelv  centered  with  medium 

brown  surfaces . 349 

1849  N-8.  AU-50 . 199 

1849  N-8.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 199 

1849  N-14.  Rarity-3-.  AU-50 . 195 

1851  N-13.  AU-55 . 159 

1851  N-24.  Rarity-3.  EF-45 . 160 

1851  N-25.  Raritv-3.  EF-45 . 105 

1852  N-3.  AU-55 . 159 

1852  N-5.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 285 


1853  N-24.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 219 

1854  N-5.  Rarity-4-.  EF-45 . 115 

1856  N-l.  MS-63  BN . 195 


Small  Cents 

Flying  Eagle  Cents 

1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces  895 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64.  A  and  M  of  AMERICA  do 

not  touch.  Highly  lustrous  with  strong  details  on 
both  sides . 950 

The  Small  Letters  obverse  is  quite  distinctive  This 
general  style  was  used  only  on  certain  Flying  Eagle  cents  of 
this  year  Those  of  1856  and  1857  have  larger  letters  as  do 
certain  others  of  1858. 

Indian  Head  Cents 

In  recent  times  Indian  Head  cents  have  attracted 
quite  a  few  buyers,  a  well-deserved  change  from  the 
market  doldrums  of  a  decade  or  so  ago.  Today,  In¬ 
dian  cents  are  coming  into  their  own.  However, 
despite  this  market  activity,  there  are  many  excellent 
values  to  be  had.  Cherrvpicking  — selecting  for  qual¬ 
ity— is  always  recommended.  We  do  this  when 
purchasing  for  our  stock,  and  we  suggest  that  you  do 
it  as  well.  If  you  buy  from  us,  vou  get  quality  we  have 
seen  with  our  own  eves.  Each  coin  you  buy  has 
passed  our  test  before  we  wrote  out  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  check  to  buy  it.  If  vou  buy  elsewhere,  simplv 
remember  that  price  is  just  one  part  of  the  equation, 
and  that  when  we  buy  coins  for  stock,  we  reject  sev- 
eral  Indian  cents  for  every  single  piece  we  buv.  Thus, 
while  pnce  is  always  important,  in  the  field  of  Indian 
cents  quality  is  an  integral  part  of  the  equation.  There 
is  no  such  thing  as  bargain  price  and  high  qualitv  at 
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A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  this 
classic  text,  the  first  in  the  American  series 
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the  same  time— you  get  one  or  the  other.  Take  your 
pick! 

Over  a  long  period  of  time  many  collectors  with 
a  penchant  for  quality  have  found  our  coins  to  be  just 
what  they  have  hoped  for. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  business  strike  example  of  the  issue.  We  guar¬ 
antee  you  will  be  pleased  when  you  open  your 
package  from  us! . 995 

The  reverse  design,  what  is  variously  called  a  laurel 
wreath  (most  popular  nomenclature)  or  an  olive  wreath,  was 
used  only  in  1859,  thus  isolating  cents  of  this  year  as  a  one- 
year  type. 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  lustrous  surfaces; 
a  choice  piece  that  will  be  ideal  for  a  type  set  or 


date  collection . 995 

1859  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 429 

1861  AU-58  Brilliant . 175 

1862  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1862  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1862  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1863  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant . 259 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 259 

1863  MS-63 . „ . 149 

1863  AU-50 .  45 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant. ..  695 
1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN  (NGC)  Brilliant  595 

1864  L  on  Ribbon  MS-63  BN  (NGC)  Brilliant. ...  419 

1865  Proof-65  RB  \  X  . 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC)  Brilliant . 475 

1866  MS-64  RB  NGC)  Brilliant 

1866  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Brilliant . 420 

Go"  MS-85  RB  NGC  Brilliant  ■" 

1867  MS-65  RB  PCGS 

1867  MS-04  BN  (NGC).  The  fields  are  an  attractive 
mixture  of  red  and  brown  toning.  We  guarantee 
vou  will  be  pleased! . 415 

1867  MS-63  BN'  (NGC) . 329 

1868  MS-64  RB  (NGC)  Brilliant . 735 

1S09  MS-02  BN  (NGC)  Brilliant  . HO 

1870  MS-64  BN  575 


A  Letter  from 
Reader  L.S.  in  Michigan: 

"First,  some  thanks  are  in  order. 
Mv  latest  purchase  of  Indian  cents  ar¬ 
rived  today,  and  I  am  pleased  with  the 
coins.  Thev  now  have  a  happy  home 
in  mv  collection.  The  mail  also 
brought  my  copy  of  American  Numis¬ 
matics  Before  the  Civil  War,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  I've  scanned  it,  and  I  know 
that  many  enjoyable  hours  of  reading 
await  me.  Thank  you  for  these  nice 
items...  I'll  close  now,  because  I  have 
a  nice  new  book  to  begin  reading. 

"Thanking  you  for  everything.  I 
send  mv  best  wishes  to  all." 


6 
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Copper  Coins  for  Sale 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ever  popular  rare 


date,  especially  so  in  gem  Mint  State! . 2,195 

1871  MS-63  BN.  Seemingly,  a  very  attractive  meeting 
ground  between  high  grade  and  low  price  for  this 
rare  date . 595 

1871  AU-50 . 425 

1872  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 1,850 

1872  AU-55 .  465 

1872  VF-20 . 315 


Gem  1873  Closed  3  Cent 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  with  the  desirable  woodgrain  toning  nicely 
mixing  red  and  brown  (Rick  Snow  opted  to  use 
a  wood  grain- toned  example  of  an  Indian  cent  for 
the  cover  coin  on  his  excellent  book  on  the  se¬ 


ries) . 3,450 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 950 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  with 

the  highly  desirable  woodgrain  toning  sometimes 
seen  on  cents  of  this  era.  Lucky  you! . 695 

1874  MS-65  BN . 375 

1874  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 345 

1874  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lovely . 345 

1874  AU-50 . 115 

1874  EF-45 . 99 

1875  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Very  attractive . 1,895 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 835 

1875  MS-64  RB . 350 

1877  G-4.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  issue . 495 

1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

Last  of  the  somewhat  scarce  years  in  the  Indian  cent 
series.  The  later  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  1879-1909  are  all 
more  easily  available. 

1879  EF-40. . . 65 

1883  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1883  MS-63  BN . 69 

1886  Type  I.  AU-50 . 125 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  BN.  Very  elusive  in  this  high 

grade . 675 

1886  Type  II.  MS-61  (PCI).  Brilliant . 275 

1887  MS-63  BN . 65 

1888  MS-64  RB.  Mostly  red . 299 

1888  MS-64  RB  (ANACS) . 299 

1889  MS-64  RD . 425 

1891  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1891  AU-58.  Brilliant . 26 

1891  AU-55 . 19 


1893  MS-63  RB  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 95 

1893  AU-58.  Brilliant . 29 

1893  AU-55.  Brilliant . 26 

1894  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 


1894/1894  FS-011.  Doubled  Date.  MS-64  BN  (ANACS). 
Beautiful  vibrant  pastel  toning.  The  most  spectacu¬ 


lar  die  punching  error  of  its  era . 1,195 

1894  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1896  MS-63  RB . 45 

1898  MS-66  RB.  Brilliant .  395 

1899  MS-64  RB . 99 

1899  AU-55.  Brilliant . 24 


Kegs  of  Copper  Cents 


In  the  November  15, 1998  issue  of  Penny 
Wise,  an  excellent  description  by  Craig 
Sholley,  "How  Many  Cents  in  A  Keg?" 
caught  our  eye.  When  Sholley  writes,  he 
always  has  something  worthwhile  to  say. 
This  article,  one  of  two  bearing  his  byline  in 
this  particular  issue,  was  no  exception. 

In  the  old  days  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
shipped  large  copper  cents  and  other 
coins  in  wooden  kegs,  no  doubt  because 
kegs  were  durable  (they  were  also  used  in 
commerce  to  ship  hardware,  nails,  etc.), 
were  inexpensive,  readily 
available,  and  were  easy  to 
handle.  A  keg  weighing  many 
pounds  could  simply  be  rolled 
to  its  destination,  whereas  the 
same  amount  of  cents,  hard¬ 
ware,  or  whatever,  enclosed  in 
a  rectangular  wooden  crate 
might  be  well  nigh  immovable. 

Mr.  Sholley  noted  that  he 
had  been  examining  old  Mint 
records  in  the  Regional  Ar¬ 
chives  in  Philadelphia  and  had 
come  across  several  letters  re¬ 
lating  to  kegs,  which  he  repro¬ 
duced  herewith.  The  old-time  correspon¬ 
dence  demonstrated  that  there  was  no 
such  thing  as  a  standard  keg,  and  ship¬ 
ments  were  made  up  on  order.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  from  the  article: 

•so 

Letter  to  John  White,  Esq.,  Collector  of 
the  Internal  Revenue,  Philadelphia,  June  19, 
1816: 

"I  have  received  your  note  of  the  18th  re¬ 
questing  Cents. .  .1  shall  be  happy  to  furnish 
you  with  one  cask  containing  180  Dollars." 

f 

Letter  to  Samuel  Yale,  Esq.,  Postmaster, 
Troy,  NY,  Sept.  13,  1816:  “...two  casks  of 
cents  each  containing  $150  will  he  however  at 
any  time  delivered  to  your  order. . . " 


And  perhaps  the  most  revealing  letter  I 
found  on  the  subject,  this  one  to  Butler  & 
Berry  (?),  New  York,  Nov.  17, 1821:  "Any 
further  orders  for  cents  will  he  promptly  at¬ 
tended  to,  but  as  the  casks  in  which  the  cents  are 
packed  generally  contain  150, 160, 170, 180,  & 
190  Dollars,  if  your  orders  were  extended  to  ei¬ 
ther  of  these  sums  it  would  save  us  much 
trouble." 

In  his  article  Craig  Sholley  went  on  to 
say: 

In  scanning  through  the  rest 
of  the  letters  on  this  subject  up  to 
1848, 1  found  that  the  Mint  did,  in 
fact,  ship  in  the  quantities  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  letter.  However, 
the  most  predominant  figures 
were  those  for  150, 160,  and  180 
dollars  per  keg. 

It  therefore  seems  that  there 
was  not  a  "standard"  cent  keg. 
The  Mint  was  apparently  using 
whatever  kegs  it  had  at  hand  to 
ship  cents.  The  kegs  were  likely 
not  only  those  in  which  the  Mint 
had  received  planchets,  but  also 
other  sundry  items  — nails,  etc. 

The  Mint  also  occasionally  shipped  a 
keg  containing  only  $100,  but  this  was  an 
exception  and  apparently  done  for  only  one 
customer. 

I  found  only  one  record  specifically 
mentioning  half  cents,  this  concerning  a 
shipment  of  one  keg  containing  $80 
shipped  to  the  postmaster  in  New  York  in 
March  of  1837.  This  shipment  was  appar¬ 
ently  in  error  as  the  postmaster  was  not  too 
pleased  at  having  received  the  half  cents 
and  wanted  to  return  them!  I'm  sure  there 
are  other  letters  on  half  cents,  but  I  was  just 
scanning  the  records  at  this  point  and  this  is 
the  one  that  "jumped  out.” 
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Dansco  Coin.  / //bums 


only . . 


$24.60 


Bowers  and  Merena  is  pleased  to  of¬ 
fer  you  a  line  of  Dansco  Coin  Albums 
to  beautifully  display  your  collection. 
You  will  be  proud  to  own  these  al¬ 
bums,  which  are  made  with  the  finest 
materials  and  superb  craftsmanship! 
The  ports  on  each  page  will  hold  your 
coins  securely,  and  each  port  is  im¬ 
printed  to  properly  identify  your 
coins. 

The  pages  are  housed  in  handsome 
simulated  leather,  which  is  beautifully 
gold  embossed  to  furnish  a  truly  luxu¬ 
rious  setting  for  your  collection. 

We  are  offering  these  albums  for  about 
15%  off  the  listed  retail  price. 

Deluxe.  /Ill  minx 

r  All-in-one'’  construction  folds  out  to  allow 
display  without  turning  pages. 


r  i  loins  are  open  to  the  air,  ideal  lor 
circulated  coins. 

w  Pages  lie  flat,  making  it  easy  to  insert  toms 
r  |  \irts  are  exact  size  i  a  the  coins  and  insc  nbed 
with  year,  mint,  and  number  minted. 
r  Bound  in  handsome,  gold  embo*  <-d, 
simulated  leather. 

D-90  Indian  1  lead  Cent  1856-1904  $4.20 

D-7112  Buttalo  Nickel  1913-l^Vt  $14.40 

D-7140  Washington  Quarter  1932-1%2  $2290 

D-165  Franklin  Half  Dollar  1448-l%3  ,  U20 

•Supreme. /HbuiM 

r  l  oose-leat  pages,  plastic  coated,  washable. 
Ports  an*  covered  with  acetate  slides  to  protect 
and  allow  viewing  of  both  sides  of  your  coins, 
e-  Housed  in  a  handsome  two-post,  simulated 
leather,  gold-embossed  binder. 

D-71T0  US.  Tvpe-ma|or  coins  from  1800 .  $19.50 

D-7099  Large  Cents-five  blank  pages  ...  $19.50 

D-7101  Indian  Head  Cents  $16.10 

D-81 00  Lincoln  Cents- 1 909  to  date,  including  Proof- 


D-8102  Lincoln  Memorial  Cents- 1959  to  date,  in¬ 
cluding  Proof-onlv  .  $17.80 

D-7111  Liberty  Nickels  .... 

$14.40 

D-7112  Buffalo  Nickels  . 

$14.40 

D-7121)  Dimes-from  1892  ... 

$2295 

D-7121  Liberty  Dimes . 

$14.40 

D-7123  Menurx  Dimes 

$14.40 

D-7130  Liberty  Head  25*  1892-1916 

$17.80 

D-7132  Liberty  Standing  Quarters 

$14.40 

D-8140  Washington  Quartervfrom  1932  indud- 

ing  Proof-onlv . 

$2295 

D-7150  Liberty  Head  50*  1892-1915 

$1780 

D-7160  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars  1916- 

1947 . . 

$17.80 

D-7161  Liberty  Walking  50*  1941-1947 

$14.40 

D-7165  Franklin  Half  Dollars 

$14.40 

[>•7178  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890 

$1780 

[>-7179  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921 

$1780 

D-7175  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935 

$14.40 

D-7094  Commemorative  Type  Set 

$16.10 

D-7097  Commemorative  Coins  1893s 

$14.40 

A'ingswood  Display.  /  folders 

Dale  Colle ctiot  i.  / hide rs 


Protect,  store,  and  display  your  col¬ 
lection  to  its  finest  advantage -all  with 
our  Kingswood  Display  1  folders.  Made 
of  sturdy  8  x  10  Lucite  plastic,  black 
with  individually  stamped  bright  gold 
letters,  sandwiched  between  two  clear 
sheets,  and  secured  with  screws  at  the 
border;  these  holders  are  the  finest  on 
the  market. 

Regularly  $28.50  each -you  can  order 
from  this  Rare  Coin  Review  for  only 
$24.50.  That’s  a  sailings  of  almost  15% ! 

Type  Collection  fiolders 

KVV-l  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver,  1793-1799 
K3V-2  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver,  1800-1830 
KVV-3  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver,  1831-1850 
KW4  Copper,  Copper-Nickel,  Silver,  1851-1860 
KW-5  Bronze,  Nickel,  Silver.  1861-1900 
KVV-6  New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver  1901-1950 
KVV-7  New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver  1951  On¬ 
ward 

KVV-8  New  Issues  Gold,  1834-1900 


KW-9Gold,  1901-1933  &  Saint-Gaudens  MCMVIl 
KW-10  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1892-1925 
KVV-l  1  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1926-1935 
KW-12  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  of  19  V* 

KW-13  Commemorative  Silver  i  Clad,  1937-1986 
KW-15  Commemorative  Gold  Issues  1903-1986 
KVV-191 U  S.  I  l.ilf  Cents  Selected  Classic  Head  Tvpes 
Regular  Issues,  1809-1835 
KW-211  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars 
KVV-212  Liberty  Seated  Coinage  Silver  Dollars 
kW-213  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Basic  Type  Collec¬ 
tion 

KVV-230  United  States  Half  Cent  Types  1793-1857 
KVV-231  United  States  Half  Cent  and  Large  Cent 
Tvpes,  1793-1857 

KVV-232  United  States  Cent  Tvpes,  1793  to  Date 
kW-233  United  States  Coinage  Designs- Two,  Three. 

and  Five-Cent  Pieces,  1851  to  Date 
kW-234  United  States  Half  Dime  Types,  1794-1873 
kW-235  United  States  Dime  Tvpes,  17%  to  Date 
kVV-236  United  States  Quarter  Types,  17%  to  Date 
kVV-238  United  States  Dollar  Tvpes-Regular  Issues, 
.900  Silver,  1794-1935 

kVV-240  United  States  Dollar  Tvpes,  1794  to  1987 


kW-100  Fix  mg  Fagle  and  Indian  Cents.  185o-18~8 
kW-101  Indian  Cents.  1879-1909 
kW-133  Washington  Quarters  1943-1952 
kW-140  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar-  1916-1919 
kW-141  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars.  1920-1934 
klV-142  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars.  1935-1940 
kVV-150  Morgan  Dollars,  1878-1880 
KVV-151  Morgan  Dollars.  1881-1883 
kVV-152  Morgan  Dollars,  1884-1887 
KW-153  Morgan  Dollars,  1888-1891 
kW-154  Morgan  Dollars,  1892-1895 
k3V-155  Morgan  Dollars  1896-1900 
kW-156  Morgan  Dollars  1901-1921 
kW  -157  Morgan  Dollars.  20th-Centur\  Issues  1901-1921 
k\V-239  U.S  20th-Century  Dollars  1878-1987 
kVV-181  United  States  20th-Century  Liberty  Eagles 
kW-201  United  States  Silver  Eagles.  Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollar 

kW-202  United  States  Gold  Eagles,  Saint-Gaudens 
Double  Eagle 

RW-203  United  States  Gold  Eagles,  Saint-Gaudens 
Double  Eagle 

KVV-260  Morgan  &  Peace  Dollars,  Mint  Collection 


Copper  Coins  for  Sale 


1901  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  issue  has  a 
fairly  low  mintage,  but  this  aspect  is  not  reflected 


in  its  current  low  market  price . 425 

1901  MS-63  RB . 45 

1901  AU-50 . 16 

1902  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1903  AU-55 . 19 

1905  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1905  AU-55 . 19 

1906  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1906  AU-50 . 18 

1907  AU-58.  Brilliant . 24 

1907  AU-50.  Brilliant . 17 

1908-S  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing  example  of 

the  first  branch  mint  cent  coinage . 240 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  recently  acquired  and  very  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  low-mintage  issue.  Just  309,000 
were  struck . 895 

Lincoln  Cents 

Lincoln  cents  are  one  of  the  most  popular  series 
under  the  American  numismatic  sun,  and  on  every 
buying  trip  we  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice  ones. 
As  a  reader  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  you  are  the  ben¬ 
eficiary  of  this  effort. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting,  there  are 
several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents,  one  of  which  we 
published,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by 
David  Lange  (see  page  8).  This  guide  tells  you  just 
about  all  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about  Lincoln 
cents  from  1909  onward,  plus  a  lot  of  things  you 
probably  never  dreamed  of  asking  about!  Certainly, 
this  volume  is  worth  having  if  you  are  at  all  interested 


in  Lincoln  cents,  or  even  have  just  a  few  scarce  pieces. 
As  we  have  said  many  times,  the  enjoyment  of  a  coin 
can  be  multiplied  by  having  something  interesting  to 
read  about  it. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Just 
added  to  our  stock,  this  specimen  is  a  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  is  certainly  a  candidate  for  the 
most  famous  scarce  coin  minted  in  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury —not  an  "impossible"  rarity,  but  one  which 
is  legitimately  scarce,  yet  affordable  to  most  ad¬ 
vanced  collectors . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 925 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VG-10  BN  (NGC) . 435 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD . 65 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-64  RD . 29 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 269 

1911-D  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant  with  a  small  carbon  spot 
at  3:00  on  obverse.  This  is  noted  for  accuracy  and 

priced  accordingly . 695 

1912  MS-65  BN . 69 

1913-D  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  specimen.  A 
1913-D  cent  of  this  quality  is  not  found  often.  945 
1913-S  AU-55 . 75 

Rare  1914-D  Cent 


1914-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  that 
is  high  in  the  ranks  of  quality  pieces  to  come  on 


the  market  in  our  generation . 3,100 

1914-D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  resulting 
from  an  old  cleaning.  Not  cherrvpicked,  but 
bought  with  a  group.  Still  desirable  and,  of 
course,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  "lot  of 


coin  for  the  money." . 1,095 

1916-S  MS-64  BN . . . 135 

1918- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 850 

1919- D  MS-64  BN . 145 

1921  AU-58 . 19 

1921-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  The  1921 -S  is  a  key  issue. 

Relatively  few  exist  in  this  combination  of  sharp 

striking  and  high  grade . 1,495 

1924-D  AU-58 . 179 

1924- S  AU-58 . 69 

1925- D  MS-64  RB . 1 1 5 

1925- S  MS-64  BN . 145 

1926- S  AU-55 . 59 

1927- S  MS-63  RD . 149 

1928- D  MS-64  RD . 135 

1929  MS-66  RD . 99 

1930- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1931  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1931  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant . 89 

1931 - D  MS-64  BN . 79 

1931-D  MS-63  BN . 65 

1931-D  MS-60 . 55 

1931-D  AU-58 . 42 

1931-D  AU-55 . 42 

1937  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 47 

1937  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 16 

1938-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  little 

cache  of  these  and  they  are  going  quickly.  Buy  one 
of  these  superb  gems  for  just . 47 


THE  KEY  TO  SUCCESS! 


/TV 


A  Buyer’s  and 
Enthusiast’s  Guide 


Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 


A  Buyer's  and  Enthusiast's 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cents 


by  Q.  Davit!  Bowers 


Meet  each  and  every  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  cent  issue  through  the  pages  of  this 
fascinating  book.  This  volume  will  make  you 
an  expert.  541  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-311.  List 
price  $45.00. 

For  your  special  discount  see  page  69. 


A  Nice  Letter  from 
J.S.  to  Janet  Lavertue 

"Dear  Janet: 

"I  ordered  two  more  Lincoln  cents 
from  you,  a  1910-S  in  PCGS  AU-58  and 
a  1913-S  in  PCGS  EF-45  (I  don't  like 
their  use  of  'XF,'  either  and  wish  they 
would  mark  their  holders  'EF,'  as  you 
do  in  your  advertisements),  and  1  just 
received  them  yesterday. 

"Both  coins  are  exactly  what  I  had 
hoped  for,  in  that  they  were  attractive, 
lightly  worn  coins  with  even  brown 
color,  and  quite  free  of  rim  nicks,  etc.  In 
general,  these  factors  are  what  matter 
most  to  me  in  a  circulated  copper 
coin...  I  could  rave  on  and  on  about 
your  service,  but  it's  enough  just  to  sav 
thanks,  and  1  look  forward  to  being  a 
Bowers  and  Merena  client  for  many 
years  to  come." 
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Copper  and  Bronze  Coins  for  Sale 


c4 - 

1938-S  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant . 16 

1938-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Oops!  In  our 
last  issue  we  said  that  these  would  be  sold  out 
quickly  and,  indeed,  they  have  been  selling. 
However,  as  we  go  to  press  we  still  have  a  few 
dozen  on  hand.  As  we  mentioned  before,  the 
PCGS  certification  price  alone  is  worth  nearly 
the  price  we  are  asking  for  the  PCGS  holder 
plus  a  gem  specimen  of  the  cent!  We  guarantee 
you  will  be  pleased  with  the  quality!  Buy  a  single 
piece  for  $16,  or  take  away  a  group  of  10  gems 
for . 149 

1941  FS-018.  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-65  RD 
(NGC).  Listed  by  Bill  Fivaz  and  j.T.  Stanton, 
this  variety,  which  we  do  not  recall  having  had 
before  in  our  catalogues  -  must  be  quite  scarce, 
or  even  rare.  We  just  purchased  this  beauty  and 
offer  it  for . 459 


Choice  1955  Doubled  Die 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  l  ustrous  A 
lovely  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desired  coins 


of  the  past  half  century . 5,250 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lus¬ 
trous . 1,450 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  ON  . 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

Our  offering  of  two-cent  pieces  in  this  Rare  Com 
Rei’ieu’  commences  with  the  first  year  of  issue,  1864, 
and  goes  almost  non-stop  to  the  last  year,  1873.  Along 
the  way  there  are  some  very  nice  delicacies,  impor¬ 
tant  among  which  are  the  1864  Small  Motto,  the  1872 
gem  Proof,  and  the  always  popular  and  forever  rare 
1873.  Enjov! 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all 
grades,  quite  rare  in  choice  Mint  State.  In  fact,  in  all 
grades,  the  1864  Small  Motto  is  at  least  50  to  100 
times  rarer  than  the  Large  Motto,  although  the 
market  differential  comes  nowhere  close  to  express¬ 
ing  this.  In  any  market  season  a  choice  Mint  State 


coin  such  as  this  is  I'ery  difficult  to  find! .  1,195 

1 864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) .  450 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Satinv  red  with 

some  brown  on  the  high  points . 450 

1864  Large  Motto,  Doubled  Die.  Breen-2377.  AU-50. 
Lushous  medium  tan  surfaces . 315 


1865  Plain  5.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  tan 

with  a  hint  of  red  visible . 395 

1865  MS-60.  Brilliant . 85 

1865  Plain  5.  AU-55 . 69 

1867  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  In  general,  gem 
Proof  two-cent  pieces  of  any  date  are  rarer  than 

realized . 1,195 

1867  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1869  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Pleasing  amounts  of  red 
blend  warmly  on  tan  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  and 

fully  lustrous . 495 

1871  MS-63  RB . '. . 435 

1871  MS-60  Brilliant . 235 

Splendid  Gem  1872  Two-Cent  Piece 


1872  Proof -65  RD  (PCGS)  A  trulv  splendid  specimen 
of  this  elusive  date.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 2,250 

Brilliant  and  Rare  1873  2c  Rarity 


1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  RD  iPCGS).  A  verv  beautiful 
specimen  of  the  last  date  in  the  series,  a  variety 
known  onlv  in  Proof  format,  probably  made  to 


THE  KEY  TO  SUCCESS! 


THE  c  n  n  ni  t  i  t;  r  i  h  »  to 

LINCOLN 

CENTS 


by  David  W  Unjfr 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 

by  David  Lintje 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about 
this  series.  Highly  acclaimed  and  with 
enough  information  for  two  books!  392 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  Stock  No.  BLA-107.  List 
price  $43.95. 

For  your  special  discount  see  page  69. 


Don't  Eat  Those  Pennies! 

(Especially  if  they 
are  minted  after  19S2) 

Tim  Larson,  recently  sent  this  item 
from  RSNA  News,  October  1998: 

Swallowed  Pennies  and  Gastritis. 
Paper  465,  titled  "Radiographic  Ap¬ 
pearance  and  Hazards  of  Gastric  Re¬ 
tention  of  Zinc-based  Pennies"  by  Sara 
O'Hara,  M.D.,  and  colleagues  at  Duke 
University  Medical  Center  in  Durham, 
NC.  The  researchers  found  that  unex¬ 
pected  radiolucent  corrosions  may  de¬ 
velop  in  the  stomachs  of  children  who 
swallow  pennies  minted  after  1982, 
which  contain  zinc  alloy. 

"In  the  past,  we  have  always 
thought  that  once  coins  got  into  the 
stomach  of  a  child,  they  would  pass 
and  cause  no  problems."  Dr.  Seibert 
says.  "This  study  tells  us  that  because 
of  the  zinc  in  the  pennies,  a  patient 
could  develop  gastritis.  Perhaps  now 
we  shouldn't  be  so  cavalier  about  say¬ 
ing  everything  will  be  OK." 

Zinc-based  pennies  react  with  hy¬ 
drochloric  acid  in  the  stomach,  creating 
holes  in  the  coins  and  chemical  erosion 
in  the  stomach.  The  authors  of  the 
study  concluded  that  because  of  the 
potential  for  ulceration  and  zinc-re¬ 
lated  morbidity,  pennies  that  fail  to 
pass  through  the  stomach  should  be 
removed  endoscopically. 
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Three-Cent  Pieces  for  Sale 


1854-1858  are  very  rare  in  Mint  State .  775 

1858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  Al¬ 
though  most  1858  trimes  are  lightly  struck,  the 
present  piece  is  someu'liat  of  an  exception  and  is 

much  sharper  than  normally  seen . 645 

1858  Type  11.  AU-58.  We  see  a  lot  of  basic  value  at  the  AL' 
level,  simply  because  investors  tend  to  shy  away 
from  them,  thereby  leaving  the  market  to  numisma¬ 
tists— with  the  result  that  overall  levels  tend  to  be 

lower  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case . 195 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  pleasing  specimen  of 
the  last  generally  circulating  date  in  the  series. 
Such  pieces  were  paid  out  bv  the  Treasury  during 
the  first  half  of  1862 .  475 


But ,  Its  OK 
To  Eat  3<t  Pieces 

This  letter  arrived  in  our  mailbox  the 
other  day: 

"Dear  Dave, 

"Just  a  line  to  congratulate  you  on 
your  outstanding  book,  American  Nu¬ 
mismatics  Before  the  Civil  War,  1760- 
1860.  I'm  thoroughly  enjoying  it.  I  also 
would  like  you  to  know  that  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  your  Rare  Coin  Review  and  the 
many  items  of  interest  in  each  issue. 

"At  the  moment  I'm  reading  a  biog¬ 
raphy  of  Charles  Lathrop  Pack 
(timberman,  forest  conservationist,  and 
pioneer  in  forest  education)  by 
Alexandra  Eyle,  1994  (ISBN  0-8156- 
8117-8).  Here  is  an  interesting  quota¬ 
tion  from  the  text: 

As  a  youngster,  Charles  and  his  sis¬ 
ter  Mary  contracted  diphtheria,  and 
since  the  nearest  doctor  was  50  miles 
away  and  could  only  be  reached  by 
horse  and  buggy,  their  father  felt  there 
was  no  time  to  waste  in  driving  them  to 
the  doctor.  Instead,  he  dipped  a  silver 
three-cent  and  a  whalebone  from  a 
lady's  corset  into  acid  and  used  the 
whalebone  to  run  the  three-cent  piece 
down  their  throats  and  break  the  diph¬ 
theria  membrane.  The  radical  remedy 
saved  the  children's  lives. 

"Hope  this  might  be  of  interest  to 
collectors  concentrating  on  the  tim 
silver  pieces. 

"Kindest  thoughts," 

—  Ben  E.  Tennyson 


- 

the  extent  of  fewer  than  1 ,000  or  so  coins  -  with  no 
related  business  strikes.  Year  in  and  year  out  this 
has  been  the  Holy  Grail  of  the  two-cent  series,  the 
date  most  in  demand.  The  presently  offered  piece 
is  at  once  beautiful  and  rare— and  it  is  priced  to  be 
a  good  value  for  only . 2,395 

Nickel  3<t  Pieces 

Nickel  three-cent  pieces,  1865-1889,  include  a 
number  of  scarce  and  rare  pieces,  but  none  of  such 
great  rarity  that  they  are  beyond  the  realm  of 
affordability.  You'll  appreciate  our  quality  and  value. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  pleasing  specimen  of 
the  first  year  of  issue.  Not  rare,  but  certainly 


popular! . 595 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  rainbow  iridescence. .  239 

1866  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  835 

1867  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 235 

1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 


1870  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  It  has  been  our  expe¬ 
rience  that  gem  Proofs  of  this  decade  are  much, 
much  harder  to  find  than  are  those  of  the  succeed¬ 
ing  decade.  This  gem  1870  will  hit  the  spot  for  the 


discriminating  buyer . 1,495 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 110 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 395 

1874  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  Rare 

so  fine!  Much  more  difficult  to  find  in  MS-65  than 
in  the  related  Proof-65  preservation . 1,575 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 299 

1876  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 


1876  Proof-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 315 

1878  VF-20 .  545 

1880  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1884  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 435 

1886  Proof-65  (ANACS).  Popular  Proof-only  year;  no 

business  strikes  were  made . 465 

1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning.  Rar¬ 

est  Proof  nickel  three-cent  piece  of  the  decade,  and 
about  tioice  as  rare  as  the  1887/6 .  1,050 

Mint  records  show  that  2,960  Proofs  were  struck  in 
1887.  By  our  observation  we  would  estimate  that  approxi¬ 
mately  1,000  of  these  were  the  1887  "Perfect  Date"  as  offered 
here,  with  the  remaining  2,000  being  the  1887/6.  As  a  Proof  the 
1887  is  even  rarer  than  the  famous  1877,  although  the  literature 
does  not  reflect  this. 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 455 

Silver  3<t  Pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces,  sometimes  called  trimes, 
are  another  series  in  which  completion  is  a  reality  for 
the  serious  collector.  Although  there  are  some  scarce 
dates  in  the  1851-1873  series,  particularly  the  dates  af¬ 
ter  1862,  all  can  be  acquired  with  some  perseverance. 

We  present  a  very  nice  selection  of  trimes,  each 
carefully  selected  and  priced  to  be  a  good  value. 

1854  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 275 

1855  MS-60  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  rainbow  irides¬ 
cence . 499 

1855  AU-58  (ANACS).  Golden  toning . 350 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  satiny 

sheen.  We  have  found  that  the  1856  in  this  grade 
is  rarer  than  the  lower  mintage  1855  of  the  same 
type . 1,595 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  As  a  class,  the  trimes  of 


THE  KEY  TO  SUCCESS! 


Lonyacrts  Two-Cent  Piece: 

1 

1864  Attribution  Guide 

Longacre's  Two-Cent  Piece 

• 

by  Frank  Leone  < 

1 864  Attribution  Guide 

Every  idiosyncracy  of  the  two-cent  piece 

has  been  studied  by  this  well-known  author. 

:  .  f 

Offers  hours  of  enjoyment  attributing  your 

; 

collection.  248  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BLE-440.  List 

!*)  l-rnnk  Leone 

price  $24.95. 

m. 

For  your  special  discount  see  page  69. 
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Coin  Quiz 

Curioser  and  Curioser 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  curious,  hu¬ 
morous,  or  unlikely  aspects  of  10  different 
personalities  or  items  associated  in  one  way 
or  another  with  American  numismatics. 
How  many  can  you  figure  out?  Get  six  or 
more  right,  and  vou  are  doing  well.  Get 
seven  or  eight  right,  and  you  are  in  the  ex¬ 
pert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  10  cor¬ 
rect,  and  you  should  write  to  Paul  Harvey 
and  get  a  job  as  a  writer  for  The  Rest  of  the 
Ston/. 

P.S.:  If  you  get  onlv  two  or  three  right, 
which  is  about  the  statistical  probability, 
you'll  be  doing  just  fine;  if  we  hadn't  read  all 
sorts  of  unusual  things  w'e  wouldn't  know 
the  answers  either! 

1.  Ed  Rochette,  long  time  executive 
director  of  the  American  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociation  in  Colorado  Springs,  has  been  a 
familiar  face  in  the  hobby  for  a  long  time. 
In  addition  to  his  coin  collecting  activities 
and  accomplishments,  which  are  many,  he 
has  an  intense  interest  in  and  has  pub¬ 
lished  a  newsletter  concerning: 

a.  The  Add-a-Man  Club  of  Pikes  Peak  climb¬ 
ers. 

b.  Ford  trimotor  aircraft  of  the  1920s 

c.  The  history  of  lola,  Wisconsin. 

d.  Sherlock  Holmes. 

2.  If  an  original  town  name  had  been 
retained,  the  Dahlonega  Mint  would  be  re¬ 
membered  as  the: 

a.  Licklog  Mint. 

b.  Georgia  Center  Mint. 

c.  Reid  Mint. 

d.  Chocolate  Mint. 

3.  Spencer  Clark,  head  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department's  division  distributing 
Fractional  Currency  notes  in  the  1860s, 
also: 

a.  Collected  gold  coins  minted  by  Baldwin 
&  Co.,  San  Francisco,  1850-1851. 


b.  Suggested  the 
use  of  the  motto 
IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  for 
coinage. 

c.  Persuaded  a  voung  girl  employee  to  spend 
the  weekend  with  him  at  his  home  while 
Mrs.  Clark  was  away. 

d.  Was  a  personal  friend  of  Mark  Twain. 

4.  Alden  Scott  Boyer,  accomplished 
writer,  one-time  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  and  a  wealthy 
collector,  had  as  his  business: 

a.  Perfume  and  cosmetics. 

b.  Distribution  of  General  Motors  automo¬ 
biles. 

c.  Commercial  raising  of  catfish. 

d.  Stereograph  cards. 

5.  Concerning  Henry  Chapman,  Jr., 
the  well-known  Philadelphia  rare  coin 
dealer,  all  but  one  of  the  following  is  true. 
Which  one  is  not? 

a.  When  he  died,  an  obituary  mentioned 
that  he  was  an  enthusiastic  collector  of 
stamps. 

b.  After  he  died,  advertisements  bearing  his 
name,  and  with  no  mention  that  he  was  no 
longer  on  the  earthly  scene,  continued  to 
appear  for  a  long  time  in  The  Numismatist. 

c.  In  1920  his  proposal  for  the  Maine  Cen¬ 
tennial  commemorative  half  dollar  de¬ 
sign  was  accepted  bv  the  Mint. 

d.  In  the  1930s  he  was  an  appraiser  for  the 
estate  of  Virgil  M.  Brand. 

6.  B.  Max  Mehl,  the  Fort  Worth 


(Texas)  rare  coin  dealer  of  renown,  was  also 
widely  recognized  for  his  involvement  and 
leadership  position  in: 

a.  The  Indianapolis  Speedway  Commission. 

b.  Rotary  International 

c.  Historical  research  involving  Mississippi 
River  steamboats. 

cl  The  founding  of  Numismatic  News  (in  1952). 

7.  For  a  long  time  Aubrey  and 
Adeline  Bebee  advertised  a  certain  peculiar 
variety  of  the  1955  Franklin  coin  as  the: 

a.  Bugs  Bunnv  half  dollar. 

b.  Mickey  Mouse  half  dollar. 

c.  Captain  Marvel  half  dollar. 

d.  Zorro  half  dollar. 

8.  An  unusual  aspect  of  the  1937 
Roanoke  Island  commemorative  half  dollar 
is  that  the  obverse  portrait  of  Sir  Walter  Ra¬ 
leigh  is  said  to  have  been  modeled  after  the 
image  of: 

a.  Alexander  Hamilton. 

b.  Cecil  B.  DeMille. 

c.  Errol  Flynn. 

d.  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr. 

9.  Augustus  G.  Heaton,  well-known 
numismatic  personality  of  the  1890s,  who  in 
1893  published  his  treatise,  Mint  Marks,  who 
designed  the  50<T  stamp  for  the  Columbian 
Exposition,  who  served  as  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  and 
who  wrote  poetry',  enjoyed: 

a.  Spending  time  in  his  woodland  retreat  in 
the  mountains  near  Luray,  Virginia. 

b.  Experimenting  with  hot-air  balloons. 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


c.  Operating  a  personal  telegraph  station. 

d.  Collecting  reptiles,  with  a  specialty  in  dia- 
mondback  terrapins. 


10.  A  certain  aspect  of  the  privately- 
operated  Machin's  Mills  mint,  situated  in 
the  1780s  on  the  shore  of  Orange  Pond,  near 


Newburgh,  N.Y.,  is  that: 

a.  A  man  wearing  a  hideous  mask  is  said  to 
have  frightened  off  curiosity  seekers. 

b.  Coinage  was  performed  on  a  contract  ba¬ 
sis  for  the  town  of  Mahopac,  N.Y. 

c.  David  Rittenhouse,  later  to  be  the  first  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  was  a  spe¬ 


cial  consultant. 

d.  Thomas  Machin,  proprietor,  was  a  spy 
for  the  British  during  the  Revolutionary 
War. 


•b-01  'B'6  '>8 
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The  Latest  News  from  1792 


The  following  is  from  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Museum  or  Universal  Magazine, 
October  1792,  in  an  unsigned  feature 
titled  “Thoughts  on  Coinage.”  The 
writer  proposes  a  coinage  with  incuse 
designs: 

Foreign  coins  now  in  circulation 
among  us,  and  indeed  in  general  the 
coin  of  every  nation,  is  roughly  executed. 
Artists  of  little  merit  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  cutting  the  dies,  or  if  artists 
of  eminence  have  been  employed, 
they  have  not  exerted  their  talents, 
not  even  in  the  execution  of  the  pre¬ 
cious  metal  coins.  The  labour  of  cut¬ 
ting  an  indifferent  die,  and  that  nec¬ 
essary  to  execute  one  with  care,  is 
nearly  the  same — more  talent  only  is 
requisite  to  execute  the  latter;  which 
talent,  once  handsomely  paid  for,  re¬ 
peats  itself  in  every  coin  struck  with 
that  die;  and  to  coin  from  an  indiffer¬ 
ent  die  is  as  expensive,  as  to  coin  from 
one  better  executed. 

A  coinage  from  dies  executed  by 
artists  of  eminence,  might  perpetuate, 
as  well  as  medals,  remarkable  events. 
Independent  of  this  consideration,  a 
more  weighty  reason  operates  in  favour 
of  executing  with  extraordinary  care, 
the  coins  of  the  United  States,  the  secu¬ 
rity  which  such  care  would  afford  against 
forgery.  The  business  of  die-cutting,  in  any 
considerable  degree  of  perfection,  is  a  dif¬ 
ficult  art,  requiring  a  considerable  share  of 
natural  talent,  well  improved  by  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  drawing,  and  long  experience  in  it. 
This  is  evident  from  the  very  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  eminent  artists  in  this  line,  even  in 
Europe.  Hence  will  arise  the  difficulty  of 
finding  persons  able  to  counterfeit  a  well- 
executed  coin;  which  difficulty  arises 
nearly  to  an  impossibility,  when  it  is  con¬ 
sidered,  that  artists  of  eminence  will  be  ex¬ 


posed  to  few  temptations,  to  deviate  from  an 
upright  line  of  life,  to  pursue  one  highly 
criminal:  besides,  in  case  of  a  forgery,  the 
probability  of  being  detected  becomes 
greater,  as  the  number  of  persons  capable  of 
executing  it  is  smaller.  This  would  deter, 
even  if  bad  principle,  distressed  circum¬ 
stances,  and  great  talent  in  a  difficult  busi¬ 
ness,  could  be  found  united  in  one  person. 


Coins,  in  their  usual  form,  subject  the 
state  to  considerable  loss  by  friction.  The 
prominent  and  rough  surfaces  of  the  em¬ 
blems  on  them,  are  much  exposed  to  fric¬ 
tion,  and  by  coming  repeatedly  into  con¬ 
tact,  are  soon  defaced,  with  a  loss  of  weight 
to  the  coin,  as  well  as  of  its  whole  beauty. 
This  last  would  be  a  serious  objection,  if  the 
coin  was  the  work  of  an  eminent  artist,  so 
executed  as  to  prevent  counterfeiting.  To 
avoid  these  inconveniences  of  coins  with 
emblems  in  relievo,  it  is  proposed  that  to 
strike  them  in  cavo.  Then  plain  and  smooth 


surfaces  will  come  in  contact,  instead  of 
prominent  and  rough — the  friction  will 
be  less,  owing  to  the  polish  of  the  rub¬ 
bing  surfaces;  it  will  produce  less  effect 
in  wearing,  owing  to  the  greater  quan¬ 
tity  of  surface  in  contact,  and  what  is 
rubbed  off  by  friction,  will  less  affect 
the  beauty  of  the  coin.  The  optical  ef¬ 
fect  produced  by  a  medal  in  relievo,  and 
one  in  cavo,  is  the  same,  and  they  are 
not  to  be  distinguished  at  a  distance, 
without  attention  to  the  place  whence 
the  light  strikes  them. 

One  inconvenience,  it  may  be 
said,  would  arise  from  coin  on  the 
proposed  plan.  It  could  not  be 
handled  with  so  much  celerity,  as  it 
would  lie  closer  to  any  plane  surface 
than  the  common  coin.  To  obviate 
this  inconvenience,  it  is  proposed  to 
make  the  edge  rouning,  and,  to  avoid 
friction,  smooth  and  the  ornaments 
on  it  also  in  cavo. 

Editor’s  notes:  Thanks  to  David 
Sundman  for  furnishing  the  above. 

The  United  States  Mint  was  in 
the  process  of  coming  on  stream  in 
October  1792,  as  construction  had 
begun  the  previous  summer.  How¬ 
ever,  it  was  not  until  March  1793 
that  the  first  coins  (copper  cents  with 
the  chain  motif  on  the  reverse)  ap¬ 
peared.  Meanwhile,  little  if  anything 
was  disseminated  to  popular  journals 
concerning  patterns  being  made  at  the 
Mint  in  autumn  1792,  or  specific  coin¬ 
age  designs  being  considered. 

Although  “in  cavo  ”  (incuse  or  inta¬ 
glio)  coins  were  produced  in  ancient 
times,  it  was  not  until  1908  and  the 
Indian  Head  $2.50  and  $5  gold  coins 
by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt  that  incuse  designs 
were  used  for  a  complete  United  States 
design. 
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Three-Cent  ami  Five-Cent  Pieces  for  Sale 
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1862  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1862  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 265 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  at  this  grade 

level.  Graded  MS-63,  but  probably  if  you  were  to 
grade  it  MS-64  few  would  contest  it;  in  other 
words,  this  is  a  very  nice  MS-63 . 445 

1868  MS-63  (NGC).  Gray  and  lilac  toning.  A  very  rare 
date,  and  in  business  strike  form  far  rarer  than  in 
Proof  format . 1,695 

1871  AU-58  (PCGS).  Ever-popular  rare  date.  Attrac¬ 
tive  golden  surfaces . 550 

Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 


Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels,  introduced  in  1866,  went  on  to  be¬ 
come  a  very  popular  denomination,  one  that  is  still  a 
staple  of  trade  and  commerce  today. 


Gem  Mint  State  1866  Nickel 


1866  Rays.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosts  An 
exceptionally  nice  example  of  the  first  year  of  is¬ 
sue,  and  a  great  way  to  begin  our  listing.  ..  2,600 
In  19th-century  catalogues,  such  as  those  issued  by  J.VV 
Scott  &  Co.,  New  York,  it  was  popular  to  call  the  With  Ravs 
design  the  "Stars  and  Bars"  motit  w  hich,  in  retrospect,  may  be 
more  appropnate  than  present  day  terminology 

1866  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 745 

1866  Rays.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning . 275 

1866  Rays.  EF-40 . 115 

1867  Rays.  MS-62  (NGC).  Nice  satiny  surfaces. ..  459 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  F:irst  year  of 

the  modified  design . 675 

It  was  believed  that  the  elimination  of  rays  on  the 
reverse  would  permit  the  design  details  to  be  better  and  more 
fully  struck  on  high-speed  presses 

1869  Proof-64  (NGC).  Wonderful  lustre  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 495 

1870  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  I 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 495 

1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  gorgeous  specimen 

of  a  highly  prized  date,  not  because  Proofs  are 
great  rarities,  but  due  to  the  elusive  quality  of 
business  strikes,  which  places  additional  market 
pressure  on  Proofs . 1,095 

1872  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  T  his  is¬ 

sue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  contains  many  splen¬ 
did  coins,  of  which  this  is  one.  Whether  you 
specialize  in  Shield  nickels  or  something  else,  look 
through  every  page  so  as  not  to  miss  even  a  single 
opportunity.  Remember  that  each  and  ever)'  coin 
is  absolutely  guaranteed  to  please! . 825 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  At  this  level  a  Mint  State 
coin  is  rarer  than  a  Proof . 595 

1872  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  verv  pleasing.  595 


1873  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 765 

1874  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  attractive.  575 

1874  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1875  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  truly  notable  speci¬ 

men  of  this  elusive  date.  Not  often  do  we  have 
one  of  this  quality  to  offer  for  sale . 1,950 

1875  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  Most  prob¬ 
ably,  an  MS-64  coin  is  rarer  than  a  Proof-64  for  this 

date . 595 

1879  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  Much  rarer  in  business 
strike  form  than  in  equivalent  Proof  preservation. 
The  connoisseur  and  specialist  will  really  enjoy 

this  coin . 1,150 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  T  ver-popular  low- 

mintage  date . 1,095 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC)  Lustrous  with  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces  .  723 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lust  purchased  — one 
cannot  have  too  many  1881  nickels,  you  know! 
Seriously,  this  is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  all 

dates  of  the  type . 725 

1881  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1881  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant.  Ten  to  20  times  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof! . 995 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whis¬ 

per  of  light  golden  toning.  Another  specimen  of  a 
date  remarkable  for  its  low'  business  strike  mint¬ 
age,  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  five-cent  denomina¬ 
tion . 625 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  would  look  just 

great  in  your  collection.  Quality  such  as  this  is 
elusive . 995 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  595 
1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  A 
delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  the 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satinv 
and  prooflike . 535 


1883  Shield.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 


Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  nickels  are  readily  collectible  by  date  for 
the  years  1883-1912.  While  the  1885, 1886,  and  1912-S 
are  elusive,  they  are  still  within  the  range  of  most  ad¬ 
vanced  collectors. 

1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Light  gold  and 


rose  surfaces . v . 275 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 295 

1883  With  CENTS.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 79 

1883  With  CENTS.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 79 

1883  With  CENTS.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 

1884  AU-55.  Brilliant . 95 


1885  Proof-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  A  splendid  specimen 

of  the  single  most  desired  date  in  the  early  range 
of  the  Libert)'  nickel  series.  The  demand  for  the 
1885  is  enduring  and  continuous,  primarily  be¬ 
cause  the  related  business  strike  mintage  is  so 
low,  placing  great  additional  market  pressure  on 
the  few  available  Proofs . 995 

1886  Proof-65  (NGC)  Lustrous  w  ith  light  champagne 

surfaces.  Second  only  to  the  1885  in  its  fame  as  a 
scarce  Libert)'  Head  nickel  date  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury . 699 

1887  Proof -64  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 295 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 189 

1888  Proof-65  (NGC  Bnlliant  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

high  grade . . 645 

1888  MS-62  (PCGS)  Bnlliant . 195 

1889  Proof-65  iPCGSi  Lightly  toned.  A  splendid  gem, 

a  beautiful  piece . 595 

1890  Proof-66  Bnlliant  An  exceptional  coin  that  will 

delight  the  connoisseur . 995 

1890  Proof-64  Bnlliant . 265 


LI  S.  3<f  ami  5(f  Pieces: 
An  Action  Guiilefor  the 
Collector  ami  Investor 

by  Q.  David  Boivers 


An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List 
price  $9.95. 

For  your  special  discount  see  page  69. 
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1891  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gold  surfaces.  119 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  issue  of  the  Rare 

Coin  Review  has  a  very  nice  selection  of  Liberty 
Head  nickels,  and  if  these  are  your  forte,  we  sug¬ 
gest  that  you  order  as  many  different  dates  as 
possible -filling  in  your  "want  list."  Quality 
pieces  are  fairly  difficult  to  find,  and  it  may  be  the 
case  that  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  such  a  nice 
selection  is  presented  in  these  columns . 695 

1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 875 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 765 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 995 

1896  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning . 635 

1899  Proof-64  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces . 299 

1901  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1904  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Much  more  difficult  to 

find  than  generally  realized . 225 

1905  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  Proofs  of 

this  era  are  very  elusive,  more  so  than  the  market 
recognizes . 695 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1906  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare,  and  what  a  nice 

coin  it  is!  A  true  rarity  at  this  level . 1,075 

1907  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 165 

1911  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Much  more  difficult  to 

obtain  than  generally  realized . 695 

1912  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  In  our 

opinion,  the  market  is  quite  low  on  this  one.  695 


Airplane  Reading  for  A.H.M. 

"Approximately  three  weeks  ago 
my  wife,  my  daughter,  and  I  visited 
Ohio.  During  the  plane  flight  from 
Cleveland  to  Newark  (approximately 
70  minutes)  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
read  your  article  entitled  'There's  Gold 
in  Them  Thar  (Oregon)  Hills.'  It  was 
thoroughly  enjoyable,  and  a  perfect 
way  to  pass  the  time. 

"I  was  happy  to  read  that  Bowers 
and  Merena  will  be  conducting  the 
auction  at  the  ANA  convention  for  the 
year  2000.  Philadelphia  is  a  two-hour 
drive,  so  I  will  be  looking  forward  to 
attending. 

"In  May,  I  purchased  Lot  66  from 
your  Montgomery  Collection  sale.  It  is 
a  1722  Rosa  American  penny  from  the 
Roper  Collection.  If  you  happen  to 
have  any  documentation  that  verifies 
the  pedigree  I  would  love  to  have  it..." 


Five-Cent  Pieces  for  Sale 


1912-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Quite  difficult  to  find  in  this 
grade  level,  although  the  market  price  remains 


quite  moderate . 395 

1912-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 395 


Buffalo  Nickels 

Repeating  a  popular  scenario,  we  continue  to  buy 
Buffalo  nickels.  And,  to  satisfy  the  demand  we  have 
spent  a  great  deal  of  effort  to  acquire  pieces  that  are 
truly  choice.  As  specialists  know,  numerical  grade  can 
be  one  thing  and  choice  quality  can  be  something  else 
entirely  different. 

This  is  nowhere  more  evident  than  among  branch 
mint  coins— the  Denver  and  San  Francisco  issues  of 
the  1920s.  Often  we  need  to  consider  three,  five,  or 
even  a  dozen  coins  before  finding  just  one  for  which 
we  want  to  write  a  check.  You  are  the  beneficiary  of 
our  discrimination,  and  we  believe  that  when  you  see 
our  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  when  they  arrive 
in  your  mailbox,  you  will  realize  that  these  are  far 
nicer  than  generally  seen,  grade  for  grade. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  a  par¬ 
ticularly  extensive  selection  —  one  of  the  finest  ever.  If 
you  are  an  advanced  specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to 
order  pieces  which  you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very 
nice  selection  of  very  nice  quality  pieces  awaits  you! 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  625 

Superb  Gem  1913  Type  II  Nickel 


1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  beautiful.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever 

seen  of  this  scarce  issue . 3,295 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  419 


attractive  specimen  of  this  erstwhile  famous  rar¬ 
ity.  Sure  to  please . 895 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant  A  nice  com¬ 
bination  of  rarity,  high  grade,  and  reasonable 
price . 595 


1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharp, 

and  lustrous.  350 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 350 

1914-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ... 

. 1,625 

1914-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 1,795 

1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

. 395 

1915  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

. 245 

1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  If  qual¬ 
ity  is  important  to  you,  you've  come  to  the  right 
place.  If  you  are  buying  "numbers,"  but  not  spe¬ 
cific  quality,  then  there  are  places  to  buy  cheaper 
(after  all,  the  items  we  do  not  buy  have  to  be  sold 

by  others) . 2,095 

1915-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 249 

1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  elusive  in  this  high 
grade  and  in  the  quality  of  the  example  here  offered. 

A  splendid  item  for  the  connoisseur . 1,150 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1917-D  MS-64.  Brilliant .  845 

1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 845 

1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 845 

1917-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden  toning. 

A  lovely  piece  that  is  sure  to  please . 719 

1917-D  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  choice  ex¬ 
ample  at  this  grade  level . 475 

1917-D  AU-53  (NGC) . 215 

1918/7-D  F-12  (ANACS) . 1,085 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 499 


Superb  1913-S  Type  II  Nickel 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very 
sharply  struck  with  attractive  golden  surfaces. 
This  is  an  important  condition  rarity  among  Buf¬ 
falo  nickels . 2,895 

Of  the  basic  dates  and  mintmarks,  the  1913-S  Type  II 
years  ago  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  top  two  or  three 
"key"  issues,  but  today,  although  it  remains  as  rare  as  ever,  it 
is  somewhat  overlooked.  Publicity  does  change  as  genera¬ 
tions  of  collectors  come  and  go  and  different  things  are  empha¬ 
sized.  Whenever  we  see  a  nice  1913-S  Type  II  we  buy  it,  but 
despite  being  rather  aggressive  in  this  regard,  we  usually  have 
no  specimens  at  all  in  stock  or,  at  most,  a  handful  in  different 
grades. 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Another 


Splendid  1918-D  Nickel 


191 8-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicately  toned.  A  superb  strike. 
and  worthy  of  close  attention  and  interest  for  this 
fact,  in  addition  to  its  quality'  as  an  MS-64.  If  vou 
could  find  10  specimens  of  the  1918-D  Buffalo  nickel 
in  MS-64  grade  and  line  them  up  in  a  row,  we  expect 
this  would  be  at  the  head  of  the  group,  quality  wise! 
A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist .  2,295 


See  the  book  section  for 

DISCOUNTS  ON  GREAT  BOOKS 
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Five-Cen  t  Pieces  for  Sale 
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1918-D  AU-58 . 310 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful  light  gold  surfaces.  399 

Gorgeous  191 9-D  Nickel 


1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive  light 
golden  toning.  This  gorgeous  1919-D  is  one  of 
the  nicest  examples  we  have  had  in  recent  years. 
An  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  to  acquire  a 
truly  outstanding  piece,  a  Buffalo  nickel  that  will 
be  displayed  with  pleasure  for  many  years  to 
come . 2,450 


High-Quality  1919-S  Nickel 


191 9-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  coin  of  especially  choice  quality; 
one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled,  a 
coin  that  outranks  some  we've  seen  graded  as  MS- 
65!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you'll  really  enjoy  hav¬ 
ing  this  as  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection.  .  3,995 
1919-S  AU-55 . 330 

Beautiful  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustre  with  toning 
in  blue  and  gold.  Very  attractive.  A  superb  strike 
for  a  1920-S.  Quality  such  as  this  is  very  difficult 
to  find.  A  true  prize,  this  1920-S  will  delight  the 
connoisseur  and  advanced  numismatist. ...  3,995 
1920-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 


men . 1,450 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1921  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 350 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1923-S  AU-58 . 385 

1923-S  EF-45  (ANACS) . 275 


Memorable  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  light 
toning,  a  far-above-average  strike,  and  superb  eye 
appeal.  A  tremendous  find  for  the  specialist  and 
connoisseur.  This  MS-64  piece,  very  nicely  struck, 
is  worth  more  in  our  opinion  (although  we  are  not 
charging  more),  than  an  MS-65  or  MS-66  piece  of 
average  strike  would  be  worth.  Quality  comes  to 
the  forefront  with  this  coin,  and  if  you  want  a  su¬ 
perb  specimen,  this  is  it! . 4,550 

1924- S  EF-40  \NACS)  1,195 

1925  MS-65  R  i  S)  Brilliant  195 

1925- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Far-above-average  strike  Re 

markable  for  its  quality  and  in  this  condition, 
rare . 1,795 


Superb  Mint  State  1926-S  Rarity 


1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  great  find!  A  splendid  coin 
with  light  rose  and  golden  toning,  a  wonderful 
example  of  this  key  date  and  mintmark— a  vari¬ 
ety  which  is  traditionally  one  of  the  very  last  to  be 
acquired  in  a  specialized  collection.  This  piece  is 
certainly  one  of  the  finest  Buffalo  nickels  of  anv 
date  or  mintmark  to  come  on  the  market  in  recent 
times.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  a  fine  collec¬ 


tion . 9,950 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  . 


Key  1927-S  Buffalo  5< 


1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  iridescent,  mostly 
light  blue  toning.  At  this  level  the  1927-S  is  one  of 


the  key  issues  in  the  Buffalo  series . 2,950 

1927-S  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 515 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers  and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a  coin 
is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guarantee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 


Gem  1928-S  Condition  Rarity 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity  in 
this  grade.  Although  the  1928-S  is  of  little  account 
if  well  worn,  at  the  gem  level  it  is  a  focal  point  of 
interest.  Over  the  years  we  have  had  only  a  few 

gems  to  equal  this  piece . 4,350 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with 
wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The  fields 
have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 
prooflike,  an  unusual  feature  for  the  era.  A  splen¬ 
did  coin  that  you  will  really  enjoy  owning. .  1,295 
1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  Quite  scarce  in  choice 


preservation . 635 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 349 

1929- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. . . 349 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  gold  and  rose  ton¬ 
ing . 419 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . .  419 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

19355 MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 149 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 115 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-65  '  NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  iri¬ 

descent  toning.  Second  and  most  desired  style  of 
the  year  with  "brilliant"  or  "mirror"  (rather  than 
matte)  finish . 1,150 

1936- S/S  FS5C-O20  Repunched  mintmark.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning . 295 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1937- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-55.  Brilliant  A  nice  example  of 

this  popular  variety . 665 

1937-D  3  Legged.  EF-40 . 439 

1937-D  3  Legged.  VF-30 . 549 

1937- D  3  Legged.  VF-30  (PCI) . 349 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1938-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 


1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  once  had 
a  large  quantity  of  these  superb  gems,  but  they 
have  been  selling  very  quickly -as,  indeed,  we 
predicted  thev  would.  As  this  issue  of  the  Rare 


Coin  Review  goes  to  press  we  only  have  14— count 
them  - 14  left.  Buy  one  for . 59 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty’ . 19 

1938- D/S  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

Jefferson  Nickels 

1938  Jefferson.  Proof-64 . 59 

1939- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Traditionally  this  has 

been  the  key  issue  in  the  Jefferson  nickel  series, 
despite  its  low  price . 59 

1939-D  MS-64.  A  beautiful,  choice  specimen . 49 

1939-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 17 


16 
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A  Numismatic  Legacy 
for  the "  Baby  Boomers 


by  Carl  C.  Honore,  NLG 


n 


Suppose  you  were  to  give  a  dinner 
party,  and  suppose  your  guest  list  were  to 
include  a  publisher,  a  statesman,  an  inven¬ 
tor,  a  scientist,  an  author,  a  wit,  and  a  practi¬ 
cal  philosopher.  Now  suppose  that  on  the 
night  of  the  party  everyone  attended,  but 
there  were  only  two  place  settings.  The  other 
setting  is  for  everyone  on  your  list,  namely 
Benjamin  Franklin. 

What  would  Benjamin  Franklin  say  or 
think  if  he  were  alive  today?  What  would 
his  impressions  of  the  20th  century  be? 

First  off,  if  he  were  to  look  at  the  face  of 
someone  wearing  bifocals,  he  would  prob¬ 
ably  note  one  of  his  inventions  that  has  sur¬ 
vived  these  200  plus  years  relatively  un¬ 
changed.  Even  the  steel-rimmed  style  would 
be  familiar  to  him. 

Mr.  Franklin  might  be  surprised  to  find 
a  copy  of  The  Saturday  Evening  Post  on  the 
coffee  table.  It,  like  the  bifocals  has  lasted 
these  200  years  -  in  name  anyway. 

Next,  while  waiting  for  the  meal  to  be 
served  he  might  browse  through  your  li¬ 
brary  perhaps  thumbing  through  one  of 
your  coin  books.  Fie  might  be  startled  to 
find  the  image  of  two  of  his  contemporaries, 
George  Washington,  and  Thomas  Jefferson 
on  the  quarter  dollar,  and  five-cent  piece. 
After  all,  it  isn't  proper  to  have  a  president 
adorning  our  money,  or  so  it  was  thought 
200  years  ago. 

Perhaps  he  would  be  even  more 
startled  to  find  his  own  likeness  on  our  half 
dollar  coins  struck  from  1948  through  1963. 
You  tell  Mr.  Franklin  that  you  own  a  com¬ 
plete  set  of  these  half  dollars.  You  explain 
that  this  collection  is  symbolic,  to  you,  of  a 
particular  time  in  America's  history.  For,  as 
Franklin's  era  spawned  the  Industrial  Revo¬ 
lution,  the  era  of  the  Franklin  half  dollar 
might  be  called  the  technological  revolution. 

The  years  from  1946  through  1961  are 
referred  to  by  experts  as  the  post  war  "Baby 


Boom"  generation.  Our  current 
president  and  vice  president  were 
bom  during  that  "boom."  Likewise 
personal  computer  developers 
Steve  Jobs  and  Stephen  Wozniak 
first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  that 
era.  Many  other  people  who  are 
driving  forces  in  one  field  or  an¬ 
other  today  are  "boomers." 

Medications  to  eradicate  the  po¬ 
lio  virus  were  developed.  The  United 
States  space  program  was  put  into  place 
and  Major  John  Glenn  became  the  first 
United  States  astronaut  to  orbit  the  earth. 
Doctor  Benjamin  Spock  wrote  the  book 
which  would  aid  in  the  upbringing  of  the 
"boomer"  movers  and  shakers.  John 
Bardeen,  Walter  Brattain,  and  William 
Shockley  invented  the  transistor  at  the  Bell 
Telephone  laboratory  in  1948. 

Franklin  would  probably  approve  of 
these  accomplishments.  He  was,  after  all  a 
man  who  was  in  favor  of  technology  and 
knowledge  and  of  people  using  their  minds 
and  capabilities  to  better  themselves. 

Of  course,  not  all  that  happened  during 
the  mintage  of  the  Franklin  half  series  was 
constructive.  The  House  committee  on  Un- 
American  Activities  made  life  difficult  for 
many  citizens  during  the  late  1940s  and 
early  1950s.  The  "Cold  War"  with  the  Soviet 
Union  began.  Then  there  was  the  Korean 
police  action.  President  Truman  had  to  re¬ 
place  his  commander  of  Far  East  Forces 
General  Douglas  MacArthur  for  failure  to 
follow  orders. 

But  then,  Benjamin  Franklin  was  no 
stranger  to  conflict  and  war.  Above  all,  he 
could  learn  from  conflict,  and  hope  future 
generations  could  do  the  same.  Franklin 
would  be  pleased  to  learn  that  the  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Independence  which  he  signed  is  still 
in  place,  and  that  the  original  document  ex¬ 
ists  at  the  Library  of  Congress. 


I  think,  all  in  all,  Benjamin  Franklin 
would  feel  well  represented  by  the  15-year 
period  between  1948  and  1963  during  which 
silver  half  dollars  bearing  his  likeness  were 
struck. 

The  Franklin  half  dollar  is  one  of  my 
favorite  coins  for  all  of  the  above  reasons.  I 
also  consider  the  Franklin  half  a  direct  tie  in 
with  my  large  cent  and  colonial  collection.  In 
fact,  when  I  display  my  collection,  the  cen¬ 
terpiece  is  a  1787  Fugio  copper.  Numisma¬ 
tists  will  recall  that  Franklin  possibly  had  a 
hand  in  its  design. 

I  remember  receiving  a  shiny  new 
Franklin  half  dollar  for  my  birthday  each 
year  through  1963. 1  still  have  a  mint  set  in 
its  original  wrapper  from  1957,  the  year  of 
my  birth,  and  that  set  was  a  major  part  of 
my  coin  collecting  merit  badge  on  the  trail  to 
Eagle  Scout. 

Benjamin  Franklin  allegedly  answered 
an  argument  by  John  Hancock  by  stating 
"Yes,  we  must,  indeed,  hang  together,  or, 
most  assuredly,  we  shall  all  hang  separately." 
I  think  we  "babv  boomers"  hung  in  together, 
and  we  have  the  numismatic  legacy  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin,  his  half  dollar,  as  one  of  mam 
fine  svmbols  of  "boomer"  accomplishment. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins 


choice  specimen  of  this  early  Philadelphia  Mint 

Liberty'  Seated  half  dime . 649 

1843  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant.  A  splendid  little  half 

dime,  sparkling  and  lustrous . 649 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 

toning . 475 

1845  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 475 

1847  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 599 

1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS)  Light  golden  toning  over  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces.  Quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  In 
general,  all  New  Orleans  silver  coins  made  prior 
to  February'  1853  are  very  difficult  to  locate  in 

choice  Mint  State . 695 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  verv 
nice  specimen  of  this  highlv  prized  variety.  At 
least  50  times  rarer  than  the  unth-arraws  half  dime 
of  the  tame  year,  although  this  situation  is  not  well 

known . . 695 

1853  No  Arrows  AL  -50  (PCGS).  .Assuming  the  qual¬ 
ity  is  there,  whenever  we  see  an  1853  No  Arrows 

half  dime  we  buy  it! . 425 

1853-0  No  Arrows.  EF-15  A  verv  attractive  specimen 
of  the  Holy  Grail  half  dime  issue  of  the  1850s. 
Onlv  occasionally  do  we  have  a  specimen  in 
stock,  and  when  we  do  it  is  usually  in  a  lower 
grade  than  this.  A  major  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 


cialist . 1,895 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  |\GC).  Brilliant . .  675 


Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  bv  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853.  Although 
the  weight  staved  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  only 
through  1855,  then  discontinued.  The  Arrows  design  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar 
series,  not  to  the  tnme  or  silver  dollar.  The  trime  had  a  lower 
intrinsic  value  and  metal  compositioa  and  the  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  was  allowed  to  "float"  with  its  melt-down  value  being 
more  than  its  face  value,  even  after  1853.  Such  dollars  were 
mainlv  used  as  bullion  corns  in  the  export  trade  to  the  Onent. 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1853  Arrows.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 125 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 110 

1853- 0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,695 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  585 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCX S).  Brilliant . 585 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  light 

peripheral  toning . 365 

1854- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 135 

1855  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of 

golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 495 


1831  V-3.  AU-53.  Attractive  rainbow  toning . 235 

1832  V-5.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 595 

1832  V-6  Rarity-4.  EF-40.  Very  attractive . 135 

1832  V-12a.  Rarity-4.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 275 

1833  V-l.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  An  ideal  coin  for 

either  a  type  set  or  a  date  collection . 1,295 

1833  V-l.  MS-63  (PCGS)  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  wh6 
per  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning.  Lots  of  eye 
appeal! . 595 

1833  V-4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 429 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  Small  Date.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Incredibly  toned  in  beautiful  rainbow  col¬ 
ors.  Always  in  demand  for  type  set  purposes.  This 
design  was  made  only  in  two  years -in  1837  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  in  1838  at  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint . 1,650 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  Large  Date.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Beautiful  satiny  surfaces . 795 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous— and  a  nice  strike,  too! . 725 

1842  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  satiny  surfaces  A  really 


Half  Dimes 


1831  V-2.  Rarity -4.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 275 


As  we  go  to  press  we  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of 
half  dimes,  beginning  with  a  high-grade  1795  and 
continuing  through  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  Along 
the  way  vou  will  find  one  of  the  nicest  presentations 
we  have  had  in  quite  a  while. 

Flowing  Hair  Half  Dimes 

Lustrous  1795  Flowing  Hair  Half  Dime 


1795  Valentine-5A.  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces; 
light  gray  with  some  lustre  remaining.  A  verv  nice 
specimen  of  this  early  design  with  the  Flowing 
Hair  motif . 3,495 


Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 


THE  KEY  TO  SUCCESS! 

r\i 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


fly 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

by  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  interested  collector 
needs  to  know  about  hall  dimes.  168 
pages,  illustrated 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105.  List 
price  $29.95. 

For  your  special  discount  price  see  page 
69. 
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1857-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 

1858  Inverted  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty  with  some  light  golden  toning.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  glaring  die  cutting  errors  of  the  19th 
century.  The  date  was  first  cut  upside  down  and 
then  corrected!  An  especially  interesting  coin 
you'll  enjoy  having  in  your  collection.  The  die 
blunder  is  sharply  visible  under  low  magnifica¬ 
tion.  Elusive  in  all  grades,  rare  so  fine.  If  we  were 
collecting  half  dimes,  this  would  be  one  of  the  first 
varieties  we  would  buy! . 750 

1858  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 525 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Another  splendid  half  dime,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous . 525 

1858  Clashed  dies.  EF-45 . 55 

1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  Important  sub-type  with  hol¬ 

low  star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty  (this  die  being  attributed  to  Anthony 
C.  Paquet,  per  conventional  wisdom) . 1,995 

Elsewhere  in  numismatics  Paquet  is  remembered  not 
only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but  for  the  distinctive  reverse 
employed  on  certain  varieties  of  1861  $20  gold  pieces.  Interest¬ 
ingly,  the  New  Orleans  1859-0  half  dime  is  of  the  standard 
type  — not  the  Paquet  variation. 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning.  Curious,  ephemeral  type  with  hollow  star 
points . 1,295 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  but  is  fairly  elusive  in 
Mint  State,  particularly  in  the  high  preservation 
offered  here . 850 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  quality  not  often 
seen . 850 

1862  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen.  995 

1863- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 

men  —  indeed  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen 
or  handled  — of  the  very  first  half  dime  struck  at 
the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Most  of  these  were 
shipped  to  China,  and  many  others  were  dam¬ 
aged  (refer  to  the  Breen  Encyclopedia).  The  present 
coin  is  of  incredible  importance  to  the  connoisseur 
and  specialist.  Once  sold,  it  may  be  a  long  time 
until  we  have  another . 1,695 

1864  MS-63.  Attractive  gunmetal-blue  toning.  A  busi¬ 
ness  strike,  not  a  Proof,  and  thus  of  great  rarity. 
Much  foundational  value,  as  even  a  well-worn  1864 
half  dime  is  a  numismatic  delicacy . 1,295 

1864- S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as  nice  as 

this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch  mint  half 
dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their  numismatic 
desirability  until  two  or  three  decades  later,  by 
which  time  most  had  acquired  wear . 595 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giving 
way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  at  the  rims.  A 
superb  and  numismatically  memorable  specimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in  the  half  dime 
series.  Yet  another  half  dime  that  is  highly  re¬ 
garded  at  all  levels  of  preservation.  The  connois¬ 
seur  will  like  this  one . 1,195 

This  Mint  State  1866  half  dime  is  far  rarer  than  an 
equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at  a  premium  by  the 
Mint  and  were  saved  by  numismatists,  while  business  strikes 
were  generally  ignored. 


1866  EF-45.  Deep  rose  toning.  Rare  date . 595 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning.  A  delightful 

half  dime,  one  that  is  rare  in  all  grades . 835 

1869  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  light  amber  toning. 

Needle-sharp  strike.  Rarer  at  this  Mint  State  level 
than  an  equivalent  Proof . 750 

1870  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1872  Mintmark  above  Bow.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1873-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 475 

Dimes 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  many  in¬ 
teresting  dimes  from  the  Draped  Bust  style  onward. 
Among  Capped  Bust  varieties  are  several  Mint  State 
pieces.  Liberty  Seated,  Barber,  and  Mercury  dimes 
also  include  interesting  opportunities. 

Draped  Bust  Dimes 

1798  John  Reich-4.  Rarity-3.  Large  8.  VF-30  (PCGS). 
Light  silver  gray  surfaces . 1,395 

Rare  1801  Dime 


1801 JR-1.  Rarity-4.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Medium  gray  and 
golden  toning.  A  very  attractive  specimen  at  this 
grade  level . 2,450 


Pleasing  1804  Dime 
"$2.50  reverse" 


1804  JR-2.  Rarity-5. 14  Stars.  VF-30  (AN ACS).  Silver  and 
golden  surfaces.  Exceptionally  pleasing.  Of  added 
interest  and  importance  as  this  identical  reverse  die 
was  used  to  coin  1804  gold  $2.50  pieces . 6,950 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1814  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  A  nice  specimen  of  this  early  Capped 
Bust  date . 865 


1814  JR-3.  Large  Date.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  delicate  toning . 2,195 

1814  JR-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 799 

1820  JR-8.  Rarity-3.  Large  0  in  Date.  EF-40  (ANACS). 

Nicely  toned . 319 

1821  JR-8.  Large  Date.  EF-40.  Light  gold  surfaces.  349 
1823/2  JR-1.  Small  E's.  AU-50.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

relatively  high  grade.  The  overdate  feature  lends 
interest . 635 
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1825  JR-2.  EF-40.  Deeply  toned . 325 

1827  JR-1.  AU-53 . 695 

1827  JR-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  at 
this  grade  level  (just  try  to  locate  another!).  Add 
it  to  your  cabinet  for  only . 1,295 

1827  JR-7  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (NGC).  Silver  and  irides¬ 

cent  surfaces.  An  early  dime  with  a  lot  of  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 625 

1828  JR-1.  Small  10  C.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,695 

1829  JR-6.  Rarity-3.  Small  10C.  EF-45 .  295 

1829  JR- 12  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Brilliant . 245 

1830  JR-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1,295 

Brilliant  and  Beautiful  1830  Dime 


1830  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  well 
struck.  High  grade,  too!  And,  when  you  evaluate 
our  low  price,  you'll  agree  that  this  coin  is  a  win¬ 
ner  from  ever)'  aspect . 2,750 

1830  JR-6.  AU-50  Brilliant .  395 

1831 JR-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  795 

1831  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in 

blue,  sea  green,  and  orange  hues . 350 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse.  Sharplv 
struck.  Pleasing  light  toning.  A  nice  candidate  for 
your  type  set . 995 

1833  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 360 

1833  JR-5.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Beautiful  frostv 

surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning  around  the 
rims.  At  the  MS-62  level  vou'll  have  to  search  far 
and  wide  to  find  the  ti  •,al  of  this . 725 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  ...  725 

1834  JR-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  969 

1834  JR-5.  Large  4.  MS-63  (NGC)  Condition  Census. 

Mostly  brilliant  with  rosy  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  About  equal  in  quality  to  the  finest  example 
of  the  variety  known  to  the  authors  of  the  John 
Reich  dime  book.  You  could  search  for  years  and 
not  find  its  equal.  Ideal  for  the  variety  specialist  as 
well  as  the  “type"  collector . 1,295 

1835  JR-1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  1,095 

1835  JR-5.  AU-50 .  345 


1835  JR-9.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frostv.  An  out¬ 
standing  example,  probably  in  the  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  for  the  die  variety.  A  prize  for  the  alert 


specialist . 2,195 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC) . 795 

1836  JR-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 945 


1837  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  EF-40 . 195 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-62 

(NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
golden  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  for  a  high- 
grade  type  set . 1,695 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-55 
(ANACS).  Always  popular.  Scarce  two-year  de¬ 
sign  type . 895 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light 
rainbow  iridescence . 895 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-50 

(ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 869 

1838  Large  Stars.  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  AU-55. .  195 

1842-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  l  ight  champagne  surfaces 

Scarce  in  any  grade,  rare  at  the  AU  level. ...  1,195 

1847  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  Philadelphia 
Mint  issue . 1,950 

1848  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  as 

well  as  a  specialized  collection . 625 

1853  No  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  Date 
high,  nearly  touching  base  of  rock  above.  Scarce, 
just  95,000  pieces  were  struck  without  arrows  at 
the  date,  and  many  of  those  were  probably  melted 
when  the  design  change  occurred  (arrows  placed 


at  date)  later  in  the  year . 695 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular 

"type"  coin  in  any  season . 1,150 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 


1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  595 


1858  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1858  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 385 

1859  AU-50.  Brilliant . 159 

1859- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 535 

1860- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Light  gold  toning.  This  is  a 
classic  issue,  a  coin  with  its  own  story.  The  ob¬ 


verse  has  the  with-stars  device  and  the  reverse 
bears  the  name  of  our  country,  the  style  aban¬ 
doned  this  year  by  the  Philadelphia  and  New 
Orleans  mints,  but  continued  in  production  at  San 
Francisco.  Beyond  this  anachronistic  aspect,  the 
variety  is  quite  scarce  in  higher  grades . 495 

1863- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Scarce 

in  all  high  grades  as  such  pieces  were  not 
nurrusmatically  noticed  during  their  era . 575 

1864  AU-55.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of 
all  Philadelphia  Mint  business  strike  dates.  ...  819 

1864- S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
Very  rare  in  Mint  State,  as  virtually  no  one  (per¬ 
haps  absolutely  no  one)  collected  S-Mint  coins  at 
the  time!  This  was  about  a  decade  before  certain 
westerners  began  to  pay  attention  to  their  own 
coins.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  had  in 
our  inventory  — quite  a  telling  statement  as  we 
believe  we  have  handled  just  as  many  rare  coins 
as  almost  anyone,  past  or  present.  The  specialist 


will  truly  appreciate  this  opportunity . 1,650 

1865-S  AU-50  (PCGSi  Brown  and  grav  surfaces.  High 
quality  for  an  issue  which  when  seen  is  apt  to  be 
in  significantly  lower  grades  than  this . 795 


1867  EF-45  AN  ACS  i  Well-known.  low-mintage  date. 


nice  tie-in.  Jess 
Patrick  wrote  to  us 
recently,  sent  a  com¬ 
plimentary  copy  of 
the  medal  and  ask¬ 
ed  if  we  would  like 
to  offer  these  to  our 
customers.  We  were 
appreciative,  and 
juiry  was  "yes,"  so 
thev  are  offered  herewith,  for  S25  each.  If 
you'd  like  one,  just  let  Gail  Watson  or  Janet 
Lavertue  know  when  you  order  other 
items  from  this  issue.  It  is  a  rather  nifty 
item,  and  we  thought  you  might  enjoy 
owning  one. 


Commen  101  'at be  Medal 
from  the  Patrick  Mint 


One  of  the  most 
interesting  items 
ever  produced  by 
Jess  Patrick  at  the 
Patrick  Mint,  a  pri¬ 
vate  enterprise  out 

in  California,  is  this  _ 

medal  commemo¬ 
rating  the  150th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  discovery  of  gold  at 
Sutter's  Mill  on  the  American  River  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.  This  limited  edition,  pure  silver 
commemorative  piece  measures  27.1  mm., 
and  weighs  122.3  grains.  Struck  in  1998, 
this  medal  has  a  real  California  gold  nugget 
embedded  or  attached  to  the  front  — a  very 
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When  we  have  one  for  sale,  likely  as  not  it  is  a 
Proof.  Business  strikes  are  very  rare . 1,150 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1873  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-60  (ANACS) . 495 

1873  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  and 

light  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you'll 
ever  see  at  the  AU  grade  level . 350 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  950 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 310 

1875- CC  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Beautiful  satiny  surfaces . 655 

1876- CC  MS-64.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 
light  golden  peripheral  toning.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  struck  on  the  downside  of  the  glory  years  of 
the  Comstock  Lode.  Consider  adding  this  CC  coin 


to  your  type  set . 465 

1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1880  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 


1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  common 

date  in  rather  uncommon  (for  this  date)  grade.  As 
such,  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high-level  coin 
for  your  type  set  at  just  a  fraction  of  what  you 
would  have  to  pay  for  a  rarity  (such  as  an  early  S- 
Mint  dime)  in  comparable  grade . 1,095 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1885  MS-63.  Brilliant  centers  with  light  amber  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 219 


Circa  1960,  our  predecessor  firm,  Em¬ 
pire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  commissioned 
Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Rochester, 
NY,  diesinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for 
us.  The  approximate  size  of  a  United 
States  large  cent  of  the  1793-1857  years 
and  struck  in  copper,  each  token  depicts 
on  the  obverse  the  famous  1MMUN1S 


Gem  1886-S  Rarity 


1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lustrous, 

and  rare  (what  more  could  be  asked?) . 5,295 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 595 

1890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 495 

Barber  Dimes 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  has  quite  a  few 
Barber  dimes  in  it  — a  comment  we  cannot  always 
make,  as  such  pieces  are  a  bit  harder  to  find  than  gen¬ 
erally  realized.  A  number  of  scarce  and  rare  pieces  are 
mentioned  —  the  1895-0  and  1896-0  come  to  mind  as 
do  a  few  others  — as  well  as  many  at  more  popular 


price  levels. 

1892  MS-62.  Light  gold  surfaces . 119 

1892-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  First  year  of  issue. 

Fairly  scarce,  more  so  than  its  market  price  re¬ 
flects . 260 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  gold  toning . 995 


COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the  1786- 
1787  copper  coinage,  "Columbia"  being 
a  representation  of  America.  The  reverse 
depicts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm 
branch  and  is  derived  from  the  design 
used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold  coin. 
Examples  have  "antiqued"  finish  as 
made. 


1893-0  VF-25 . 129 

1893-0  VF-20 . 119 

1893- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 619 

1894- 0  EF-40+.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  all  grades . 359 

1894-0  EF40 . 315 

1894-0  VF-30 .  259 


1895  F-15.  A  scarce  early  date  in  the  Barber  dime  se¬ 
ries,  one  that  is  in  constant  demand  in  grades  of 
Fine  or  higher.  This  is  the  most  highlv  regarded 
date  among  Barber  dimes  1892-1916  (with  the 
1894  in  second  place).  We  know  you'll  like  the 

quality! . 365 

1895-0  VF-25.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  much  de¬ 
sired,  much  admired  issue.  We  guarantee  you  will 
be  pleased! . 1,250 

Memorable  1896-0  Dime 


1896-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
golden  toning  around  the  periphery.  A  splendid 
coin  that  is  fully  the  equal  of  some  we  have  seen 


graded  MS-65 . 4,695 

1897-0  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 700 

1897-0  EF-40.  Very  nice  eye  appeal . 490 

1897- 0  F-12.  Light  golden  surfaces . 259 

1898- 0  VF-25 . 125 

1898- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 135 

1899- 0  VF-25 . 109 

1900  EF-45 . 29 

1902-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  quite  rare  with 

this  combination  of  high  grade  and  excellent  eye 
appeal . 975 

1902- S  AU-50 . 165 

1903- S  AU-50.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  one  of  the  key 

issues  in  the  Barber  dime  series . 1,050 

1903-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example . 750 

1903-S  VF-20.  Not  often  do  we  have  a  nice  VF  speci¬ 
men  for  sale.  Such  coins  are  usually  found  one  at 
a  time . 495 

1903- S  F-12.  A  low-mintage  key  date . 350 

1904- S  F-12 . 145 

1905- S  MS-60,  PL . 265 

1905- S  MS-60 .  225 

1906  AU-50  (ANACS) . 43 

1906- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  From  San  Francisco's 

earthquake  year . 335 

1908  AU-58.  Brilliant . 59 

1908- D  AU-50 . 65 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1909- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned .  695 

1909-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . . 895 

From  the  John  ]ay  Pittman  Collection. 

1909-S  EF-40 . 195 

1909- S  VF-30 . 145 

1910- S  AU-58.  Brilliant .  24J 

1911  AU-58.  Eighth  toned .  15 


T okens from  the 
Empire  Coin  Company 
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1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 629 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 


Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  many  choice  Mercury 
dimes  of  especially  high  quality.  Note  that  a  collec¬ 
tion  toward  the  end  of  the  series,  from  the  1930s  to 
1945,  can  be  assembled  for  very  low  cost,  including 
beautiful  Mint  State  pieces. 


1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 289 

1916-D  G-4  (PCGS) .  619 

1916- S  Mercury.  MS-65.  Brilliant .  189 

1917- D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning. ...  395 

1917-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty  695 

1917-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 219 

1917- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 52 

1918- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1919  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1919- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Deeply 

frosty.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  quality  seldom 
encountered . 595 

1920  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  rainbow  iri¬ 
descence . 995 

1921  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1920- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS)  Pale  champagne  irides¬ 

cence  on  satiny  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the 
grade . 550 

1921  EF-40  Nicely  toned . 495 

1924-D  AU-55 . 119 


1924-S  MS-61  FB  (  NGC).  Brilliant.  A  difficult  variety 
to  find  with  fully  split  bands.  Highly  lustrous  and 


much  finer  than  the  grade  implies . 819 

1924-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 115 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 345 

1926-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Nicely  toned . 435 

1926-S  EF-45  (PCI)  Brilliant.  . . 295 

1926-S  EF-40.  A  nice  original  piece . 219 

1929  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1929  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1929  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Attractively  splashed  with 
deep  golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. ..  285 
1935-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Beautiful  golden-toned  sur¬ 
faces . 975 


1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  First  Proof  issue  in 


the  Mercury  dime  series . 875 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1938  Proof-66  (PC  <  5)  Brilliant . 

1938- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  deep  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 265 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1940  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 53 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1940-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 


194^1  MS-60  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in  this  grade,  espe¬ 


cially  in  relation  to  the  great  demand . 1,795 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1943-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS)  Brilliant  4s 

1943-SMS 66 FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 


Use  Ihis  listing  to  build  your  own  set  of  choice  Mint 
st.ite  Mercury  dimes  We  offer  a  combination  of  high  techni¬ 
cal  (numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus  reasonable 


market  price. 

1944  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 42 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant  .  12 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1945-S  MicroS.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 


1945- S  MicroS  MS-65  (F*CGS)  Light  gold  surfaces  65 

Rooseiwlt  Dimes 

1946- 1980-D  61-piece  partial  set.  Housed  in  a 

Whitman  holder.Various  levels  of  Mint  State  A 
nice  start  on  a  specialized  collection . 99 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

1875  MS-63  (PCC iS)  Brilliant  and  somewhat  prooflike 
(as  many  if  not  most  twenty-cent  pieces  of  this 


date  are) . 1,395 

1875-CC  AU-50.  Brilliant . 495 


Quarter  Dollars 

We  present  a  very’  nice  selection  of  quarter  dollars 
commencing  with  the  rare  1804  and  continuing  into 
the  present  century.  Along  the  way  are  many  scarce 
"types"  as  well  as  rare  varieties. 

Early  Quarter  Dollars 

1804  Browning-1.  VG-10  (PCC .S)  Pleasing  silver  gray 
surfaces.  Always  popular  key-date  issue. ..  1,795 

Lovely  1805  Quarter  Dollar 


1805  B-2.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous 

surfaces . 3,350 

1806  B-3.  VF-35  (NGC).  Very’  attractive . 995 

1806  B-3.  VG-10 . 295 

1807  B-la,  Rarity-4.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Medium  silver 

gray.  A  scarce  variety  from  the  final  year  of  this 
short-lived  (1804-1807)  design  type.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive  and  desirable . 1,195 

1818  B-2.  VF-30  (ANACS) . 365 

1818  B-3.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive  pewter  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 695 


1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-25 . 319 

1818  B-4.  VF-20.  Deep  gray  surfaces . 249 

1818  B-8.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (NGC).  Medium  to  deep 

golden  gray  toning . 695 

1818  B-8.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 295 

1820  B-2.  Large  O.  VF-20 .  265 

1821  B-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 265 


Rare  1822  25/50C  Reverse 


1822  25/50C  B-2.  VG-10  Light  gray  surfaces.  Die 
blunder  well  defined.  This  variety  no  doubt  was 
created  when  a  Mint  employee  was  thinking  half 
dollars  instead  of  quarter  dollars  w  hen  cutting  the 
die!  Interestingly,  this  same  reverse  die  was  used 


later  (in  1828) _ _ 4,250 

1822  B-l.  VF-25  (NGC) . 395 


Splendid  1824/2  Overdate  25< 


182-V2  B-l.  AU-55  NGC).  Very  attractive  with  light 
golden  and  rose  surfaces.  A  splendid  coin  in  ev¬ 


ery  regard . 3,195 

1824/2  B-l.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 445 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 495 


1825  B-2.  AU-55  (\GC).  Pleasing  gold  toning.  1,295 

1825  B-2  EF-40  (NGC) . 765 

1828  B-l.  Rarity  -2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  speci¬ 


men . 1,550 

1831  B-4.  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (PCGS)  Brilliant  cen¬ 
ters  with  light  rose  and  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 735 


1831  B-5.  AU-55  (NGC) . 685 

1834  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC)  Brilliant . ^2° 

1834  B-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  w  ith 

highlights  of  blue  and  rose . 1,395 

1834  B-l.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Gorgeous  light  iridescent 

toning . 495 

1834  B-5.  Rarity-6.  VF-35 .  525 

1836  B-2.  Rarity-3+.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 695 

1836  B-2.  Rarity-3+.  EF-40 . 225 

1838  B-l.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lovely  orange-gold  and 
pewter  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  A  tiny 
drift  mark  near  the  fourth  obverse  star.  Guaran¬ 
teed  to  please! . 1,045 

1838  B-l.  AU-50  Very  attractive,  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 595 
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1873- CC  Arrows.  F-12.  A  raritv  in  any  and  all  grades 

including  this  one . 5,695 

From  the  John  ]ay  Pittman  Collection. 

1874  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
suitable  example  of  this  popular  two-year-only 
design  type . 995 

1874- S  EF-45  (ANACS) . 345 

1875- CC  MS-62.  Gorgeous  amber  surfaces . 1,795 

1875- CC  EF40.  Quite  scarce  at  this  level,  a  find  for  the 

Liberty  Seated  specialist . 495 

1876- S  AU-58 . 175 

1877- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Struck  from 

Comstock  Lode  silver  in  an  era  in  which  overall 
metal  market  prices  were  declining,  prompting 
western  politicians  to  do  something  (which  hap¬ 
pened  with  the  Bland-Allison  Act  on  Februarv  28, 
1878) .  1,150 

1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1878  AU-58.  Brilliant . 175 

1878- CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce,  and  al¬ 
ways  popular . 525 

1879  AU-55  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue . 549 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning.  Verv  low  business  strike  mint¬ 
age . 625 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splendid  speci¬ 

men  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Not  often  do  we 
have  a  business  strike  to  offer  for  sale -a  state 
much  rarer  than  Proof . 1,095 

1885  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  Verv  rare  in  business 

strike  form.  A  major  opportunity  for  the  special¬ 
ist . 850 

1887  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  Quite dusfc e  in  busi¬ 
ness  strike  form,  although  readily  av  ailable  in 
Proof  format . 750 


Choice  1873  With  Arrows  Quarter 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful  champagne 
surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  offered  here  for  the 

first  time . 2,690 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  desirable  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set. ...  1,095 
1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 950 

1873  Arrows.  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

Rare  1873-CC  Quarter  Dollar 


An  1841  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  was  a  featured  part  of  an  exhibit  "From  the 
President's  Inkwell,"  mounted  recently  by  James  F.  Ruddy  at  the  Palm  Springs  (Califor¬ 
nia)  Public  Library.  President  John  Tyler  was  showcased,  together  with  documents  and 
engravings  referring  to  him  and  our  little  quarter  dollar. 


1838  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just  a  whisper 
of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 595 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 


1858- 0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nice  golden  surfaces . 495 

1859- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  Much  lustre  remaining.  Pleas¬ 
ing  golden  surfaces . 795 

1862  VF-30 . 75 

1863  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 

iridescence.  Scarce  date . 950 

Pleasing  1864  Quarter 


1864  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  nice  amber,  blue,  and  gold 
toning . 2,895 

1864- S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Very  scarce  in  all  grades. 

This  attractive  VF-35  represents  a  find  for  the 
specialist  who  does  not  want  to  spend  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  for  a  significantly  higher  grade 
specimen.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased 
when  this  coin  arrives  in  your  mailbox  or  we  will 
refund  your  money! . 1,495 

1865- S  VF-20.  Nice  surfaces . 299 

1867  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  A  key  date  in 

any  grade.  Coins  at  the  AU  level  are  few  and  very 

far  between . 695 

1867  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  this  grade,  although 

not  widely  appreciated  or  priced  as  such . 575 

1869  AU-53  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 975 


1840-0  With  Drapery.  MS-60.  Very  lustrous.  Bril¬ 
liant  with  light  golden  toning.  A  few  notches 
quality  wise  above  the  usually  seen  example  of 


this  issue . 1,260 

1844-0  EF-45  (ANACS) . 195 

1852  AU-58  (ANACS) . 475 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-62  (ANACS).  An  essen¬ 

tial  item  for  type  set  purposes,  as  the  rays  on  the 
reverse  were  used  only  in  this  one  year . 1,595 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 375 

1853  Arrow's  and  Rays.  EF-45 . 185 

1854  Arrow's.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 289 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 1,195 

1857-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 565 


Rare  Mint  State  1858-0  25C 


1858-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  gray  centers  with  deep 
rainbow  peripheral  toning.  Although  the  1858-0 
is  plentiful  in  worn  grades,  in  Mint  State  it  is  a 
rarity . 2,950 
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1889  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce  at  this 
grade  level . 595 

1891  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Last  year  of  the  Liberty 

Seated  series . 495 

1891-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
light  gold  peripheral  toning . 529 

Barber  Quarters 

Our  offering  of  Barber  quarters  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  does  not  include  examples  of  the 
three  major  rarities  (1896-S,  1901-S,  and  191 3-S),  but 
does  have  quite  a  few  other  issues  — a  nice  selection, 
carefully  purchased,  and  guaranteed  to  please. 

1892  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  First  \  ear  of  the  de¬ 


sign . 595 

1892  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 145 

1892  EF-45  (PCGS).  Nice  rainbow  toning . 84 

1892-0  ms-64  (N(  a  Brilliant 

1892-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1892-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1892-0  MS-60 .  295 

1892-0  EF-40 . 105 

1892-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 365 

1892- S  AU-50 .  285 

1893  AU-53 . 135 

1893- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 365 


1893- S  EF-45.  Brilliant . 185 

1894  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1894- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  825 

1894-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1894- S  VF-25 . 55 

1895  VF-35 . 56 

1895  VF-25 . 45 

1895- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 425 

1895- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 359 

18%  AU-55.  Brilliant . 175 

1896- 0  MS-62  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues  in 

the  Barber  series,  a  coin  which  is  seldom  offered 
at  this  grade  level.  A  find  for  the  advanced  collec¬ 
tor . 1,195 

1896-0  VF-35  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 295 

1896-0  VF-30.  Lightly  toned . 275 

1896- 0  VF-20 .  245 

1897- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  1  ight  golden,  satiny  surfaces 

A  highly  important  Barber  quarter  at  the  Mint 
State  level  and,  for  that  matter,  a  key  issue  in 
lower  grades  as  well . 1,095 

1897- 0  EF-40  (ANACS).  Scarce  in  all  grades . 345 

1896  EF-40 . 99 

1898- 0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Golden  toning  Scarce  in 
Mint  State.  Just  how  scarce  is  not  known,  but 
probably  no  more  than  a  few  hundred  exist  in  all 


of  numismatics . 895 

1898-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1898- 0  VF-25 . 155 

1899- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 595 


1899-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  example. 
Many  if  not  most  1899-S  quarter  dollars  are 
cleaned  or  damaged,  the  result  of  their  having 
been  shipped  in  quantity  to  the  Philippine  Is¬ 


lands . 275 

1899- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 209 

1900  MS-60.  Brilliant . .1 . 185 

1900- 0  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 325 

1900-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 195 

1900-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 149 

1900-S  VF-25 . 55 

1901  MS-60.  Brilliant . 175 

1901  AU-53 . 135 

1901  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1901  VF-25 . 35 

1902  AU-53.  Brilliant . 135 

■  :  ;  •  79 

1902  EF-45  (PCGS) . 79 

1902-SEF-U  Mosth  brilliant . 135 

1902-S  VF-20. . . 65 

1903  Proof-61  (NGC)  Brilliant.  Low  Proof  mintage.  419 

1903  \U-58  Brilliant  .  1  59 


From  1965  until  1981,  Frank  Gasparro  was  chief  engraver  of  the  United 
States  Mint.  During  his  tenure  in  the  highest  office  to  which  an  engraver  can 
aspire,  he  created  new  designs  for  four  different  coins. 

Now,  Frank  Gasparro  has  personally  certified  1,000  limited-edition  sets 
of  the  four  coins  he  created  —  a  historical  memento  to  his  creative  ability  that 
you  will  be  proud  to  owm!  Each  set  is  mounted  in  a  custom-made  display 
holder  with  a  glossy  black  background  and  beautiful  gold  lettering.  At  the 
center  is  mounted  the  Personal  Certification  from  Frank  Gasparro,  hand 
signed  in  ink  and  hand  numbered.  Each  coin  in  the  set  is  Gem  Proof— the 
finest  quality  available.  Each  piece  represents  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  de¬ 
sign;  1959  Lincoln  cent  Memorial  reverse;  1964  Kennedy  half  dollar  Eagle  re¬ 
verse;  1979  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollar,  obverse  and  reverse,  and  the  1971 
Eisenhower  dollar  obverse  and  reverse. 

Here  is  one  of  the  most  historical  and  desirable  numismatic  items  to  be 
offered  in  our  time.  Set  No.  1  was  retained  bv  Frank  Gasparro  personally.  Set 
No.  2  was  presented  to  the  National  Coin  Collection  at  the  Smithsonian  Insti¬ 
tution.  Set  No.  3  was  presented  to  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  Set  No. 
4  was  presented  to  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 

This  is  a  strictly  limited  edition  offer,  and  once  the  remaining  sets  have 
been  sold,  no  more  will  be  available  — ever!  We  offer  you  this  fabulous  set 
for... 

■  only  $125 
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1903  AU-50 . 125 

1904- 0  AU-58.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the 

Barber  series.  This  lovely  AU-58  affords  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  acquire  a  decent  specimen  at  a  tiny 
fraction  of  a  choice  Mint  State  coin . 535 

1905  AU-58.  Brilliant . 159 

1905  EF45 . 85 

1905  VF-20 . 35 

1905- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 285 

1906- D  MS-60.  Brilliant.  First  year  of  operation  of  the 

Denver  Mint . 225 

1906-D  EF-40 . 89 

1906- D  VF-20 . 45 

1907  Proof-60.  Low  Proof  mintage  this  year . 350 

1907- D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 215 

1907-D  AU-50 . 185 


1907-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 
golden  toning.  A  rarity  at  this  grade  level.  Not 
often  is  a  piece  of  this  quality  offered  for  sale.  For 


the  connoisseur  this  is  a  find . 1,195 

1908-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty . 675 

1908-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Attractive  amber  toning. .  235 

1908-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

light  champagne  peripheral  toning . 235 

1908-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 175 

1908-0  AU-53  (ANACfe).  Very  attractive . 135 

1908-0  VF-30 . 41 


1909-D  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 


golden  peripheral  toning . 219 

1909-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 175 

1909-D  AU-55 . 165 

1909- D  AU-53 . 159 

1910  MS-63.  Lightly  toned.  The  reverse,  if  graded 

separately,  could  be  listed  as  MS-65 .  335 

1910- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. .  1,450 

191 0-D  EF-40.  Light  golden  toning . 99 

1912  MS-64.  Brilliant.  An  ideal  coin  for  a  type  set.  495 

1913  EF-45  (NGC).  Low-mintage  date.  Lightly 

toned . 465 

1913- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 165 

1914- D  AU-50 . 119 

1914-D  EF-40.  Brilliant . 65 

1914- S  VF-20 . 245 

1915  MS-62.  Brilliant . 210 

1915  EF-45 . 75 

1915- D  EF-40 . 75 

1915-S  AU-55.  Brilliant..... . 215 

1915-S  AU-53 . . .'... . 209 

1915- S  VF-20 . 45 

1916- D  Barber.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 1,495 

1916-D  Barber.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 99 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

Quarters  of  this  design,  produced  from  1916  to 
1930,  are  at  once  interesting  and  beautiful.  In  this  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  offer  a  nice  selection  empha¬ 
sizing  Mint  State  pieces  and  rarities.  What  a  nice  start 
we  provide  with  not  one  but  two  examples  of  the  fa¬ 
mous,  classic  1916!  Soon  thereafter  is  listed  not  one,  but 
again  two  specimens  of  an  even  scarcer  coin,  the  1918/ 
7-S.  Beyond  that  there  are  bound  to  be  other  quarter 
dollars  of  interest,  whether  the  series  is  new  to  you  or 


you  have  been  a  specialist  for  a  long  time. 

Mint  State  1916  Rarity 


1916  MS-62  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Only 
52,000  were  minted,  and  most  of  these  went  into 
general  circulation.  A  key  issue  in  the  series,  one 
of  the  most  famous  20th-century  American  rari¬ 
ties . 7,950 

Brilliant  AU  1916  Quarter 


1916  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Another 


example  of  this  endlessly  popular  rarity . 4,795 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1917-D  Type  II.  VF-20 . 73 


Brilliant  AU  1918/7-S  Rarity 


1918/7-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces 
with  light  toning  around  the  rims.  Overdate 
boldly  defined.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  this 
famous  and  very  elusive  variety . 9,850 

Important  1918/7-S  Quarter 


1918/7-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
splendid  coin  that  is  sure  to  please,  a  key  to  the 

series .  . 9,550 

191 8-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  Not 
easy  to  find  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 

high  quality . 725 

1918-D  MS-62  FH  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  925 


1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  795 

1918-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 329 

1918- S  AU-50 . 89 

1919  MS-63.  Brilliant . 209 

1919  MS-60  FH  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning.  219 

1919  AU-55 . 115 

1919- D  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning.  An  especially 

nice  piece . 1,295 

1919-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 595 

1919-D  VF-30.  Brilliant . 259 

1919-S  EF-45.  Light  golden  toning . 465 

1919-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  attractive . 465 

1919-S  VF-30 .  245 

1919- S  VF-20  (NGC) . 225 

1920  MS-64  FH.  Brilliant . 435 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1920- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 835 

1920-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 859 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Highly  acclaimed  as  a  key  is¬ 

sue.  A  beautiful  specimen  that  is  guaranteed  to 
please  (as  always) . 1,295 

1921  AU-50.  Light  golden  toning . 375 

1921  EF-45 .  299 

1921  VF-25.  A  very  attractive  piece . 225 


Our  third 


We  now  have  in  stock  our  third  "la- 
gniappe"  designed  and  struck  for  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  bv  the  Patrick  Mint.  Our 
others  were  so  popular  that  they  ran  out 
quickly  and  we  decided  to  have  a  new 
design  done.  The  new  obverse  depicts 
the  popular  1854  pattern  large  cent  fea¬ 
turing  a  flying  eagle.  The  reverse  is  an 
"advertisement"  for  Bowers  and  Merena 
in  the  style  of  advertising  tokens  of  the 
19th  century. 

This  interesting  piece  can  be  yours 
free  with  any  coin  or  book  order  from 
this  issue  totaling  $50  or  more  (be  sure 
to  request  it).  Or,  you  can  purchase  one 
for  just  $3  (limit  3  per  client). 
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1923  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 79 

1923  EF-40 . 45 

1923  VF-20 . 34 

1923- S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning .  650 

1924  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1^> 

1924  VF-20 . 28 

1924- S  MS-63  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 

this  combination  of  choice  Mint  State  grade  plus 
Full  Head  striking . 1,495 

1925  AU-55.  Brilliant . 85 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  169 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  deep 


golden  peripheral  toning.  Highly  lustrous.  An 
especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date  among 
later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  pri/e  item  for 


the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 1,095 

1926-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 465 


Important  1927-S  Quarter  Rarity 


1927-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  Not  only 
is  this  a  fairly  high-grade  specimen,  but  it  also  has 
a  generous  measure  of  aesthetic  appeal.  This  mag¬ 
nificent  and  important  quarter  dollar  will  be  a 


centerpiece  for  any  high-grade  set . 4,950 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 185 

1928  AU-50.  Brilliant . 65 

1929  EF-40 . 35 

1930  AU-58.  Brilliant.  90°<>  full  head . 119 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 


Washington  Quarters 

Washington  quarters  have  always  played  to  a 
wide  audience,  but  no  doubt  the  illustrious  series  of 
state-reverse  coins,  making  its  debut  in  1999,  will  add 
interest  to  the  series.  By  comparison  we  expect  that 
just  about  all  the  early  dates  and  mintmarks  will  be 
quite  rare  and  difficult  to  find.  Right  now  we  have  a 


very  large  stock  of  them -help  yourself! 

1932  AU-58.  Brilliant . 15 

1932-D  AU-50.  Brilliant .  265 

1932-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  I  " > 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1934-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  259 
1934-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 225 

1935  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant. ..: . 295 


1935-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
toning.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this  high  grade.  1,150 


1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant .  245 

1935-SMS63.  Brilliant . 69 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  light  golden  toning.  Lowest  mintage  issue 
among  Proof  Washington  quarters.  Always  in 
demand . 875 

Only  3,837  Proofs  were  struck  in  1936,  not  only  creat¬ 
ing  the  lowest  production  figure  for  any  Proof  Washington 
quarter,  but  also  for  any  regular  Proof  coin  from  that  time  to 
the  present  year!  In  1936,  Proofs  of  various  denominations 
could  be  ordered  singly  as  well  as  in  sets,  thus  accounting  for 
differences  in  mintage  quantities  among  the  various  denomi¬ 
nations. 

1936  Proof-63  (PC(  ,S)  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  coin  750 

1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Second  scarcest  date  among 


Proof  Washington  quarters . 525 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1939  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45 

1939  i'  DFS012 3  MS65(P( GS)  Nicely  toned  295 

1939- D/D  EF-40  (AN ACS) .  .  - 

1940- D  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  115 

1941  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1941- S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 73 

1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1942- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1942-5  MS-M.  Brilliant . 79 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 79 

1942- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1943- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45 

1943- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant .  39 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1944- 5  MS-64  Brilliant .  24 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1946- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 8 

1947  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1947- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1947- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1948  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1948  MS-63.  Brilliant . 8 

1948- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1949  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1949- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1950  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1950  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1950- D/S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1950-D/S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 239 

1952  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1953-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1953- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1954- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1954-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1955  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1956-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1957  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 


A  Letter  from  S.R.W. 

"1  just  finished  reading  your  book,  The 
History  of  United  States  Coinage.  This  is  an 
outstanding  work.  I  learned  more  about 
certain  eras  of  United  States  history'  from 
your  book  than  I  ever  did  in  college! 

"When  I  first  received  your  book  in 
the  mail,  I  took  one  look  at  it,  and  got  right 
on  the  phone  and  ordered  your  new 
book,  American  Numismatics  Before  the 
Chnl  [War  1760-1860. 1  was  that  impressed 
with  just  the  visual  aspect  of  it.  I'm  not 
writing  you  to  pass  out  compliments.  I 
mean  every’  word  I'm  saying.  This  book 
w'ould  be  helpful  to  any  student  of 
American  history.  I  could  put  myself 
nght  into  that  part  of  history  and  imagine 
I  was  there  on  the  spot. 

"I'm  working  with  our  library-,  up¬ 
dating  their  numismatic  section.  They 
will  have  a  nice  selection  of  your  books 
when  I'm  finished.  1  called  Marv  of  vour 
Publications  Dept,  this  past  Friday  to  ask 
if  they  could  order  the  books  straight 
from  vour  company.  I  appreciate  Mary 
calling  me  back  and  being  so  helpful. 

"1  told  vou  this  the  last  time  I  wrote 
y  ou,  and  I'll  sav  it  again  —  thank  you  for 
all  the  things  vou  are  doing  for  the 
hobbv.  You  are  having  a  real  impact  at 
this  point  in  time. 

"  I  also  enjoy  reading  your  catalogues 
and  the  Rare  Com  Review.  As  a  subscriber 
to  your  publications  I  look  forward  to  ev¬ 
erything  that  arrives  in  my  mailbox. 

"Victoria  Stone's  article  from  Coin 
1  Vorld,  'Morgan's  Ladv,'  was  excellent.  It 
was  good  to  see  it  reprinted  again  in 
y  our  magazine.  Victoria  is  one  of  the  best 
writers  in  the  hobbv  right  now.  I  hear  a 
lot  of  positive  comments  about  her  ar¬ 
ticles  from  other  dealers  and  collectors. 

"Thanks  again  for  everything.  In 
closing,  let  me  say  this.  In  COINage  this 
month,  Ed  Reiter  has  an  article  'The  Nu¬ 
mismatist  of  the  Century-.'  You  get  my 
vote,  hands  down.  No  one  has  excelled 
in  as  many  areas  as  you  have.  No  one 
has  the  'class'  that  you  have.  I'm  very' 
proud  to  have  your  autograph.  I  hope 
to  get  to  meet  you  in  the  near  future." 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1957- D  MS-64.  Brilliant 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant.  .. 

1958- D  MS-64.  Brilliant 

1959  MS-64.  Brilliant.  .. 

1959- D  MS-64.  Brilliant 

1960  MS-64.  Brilliant.  .. 

1960- D  MS-64.  Brilliant 

1961  MS-64.  Brilliant.  .. 

1961- D  MS-64.  Brilliant 

1962  MS-64.  Brilliant.  .. 

1962- D  MS-64.  Brilliant 

1963  MS-64.  Brilliant.  .. 

1963- D  MS-64.  Brilliant 

1964  MS-64.  Brilliant.  .. 

1964- D  MS-64.  Brilliant 


...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 

...8 


Half  Dollars 


The  series  of  early  half  dollars,  particularly  those 
dated  from  1794  through  the  1830s,  are  very  popu¬ 
lar -and  have  been  for  a  long  time.  Several  specialists 
in  this  series  including  A1 C.  Overton,  John  Cobb,  and 
Sheridan  Downey  have  contributed  to  the  enthusi¬ 
asm— and  other  names  could  be  listed.  While  there 
are  a  number  of  scarce  and  rare  issues,  there  are  also 
many  coins  that  are  downright  affordable,  especially 
in  the  year  range  1801-1836. 

flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 

1795  Overton-121.  F-12.  A  nice  example  of  the  type 
and  grade.  In  fact,  this  is  an  exceptionally  nice 
coin . 975 


Advice  from  Spike  Lee 

"I  think  that  among  young  people 
today,  this  being  the  age  of  instant  grati¬ 
fication,  everybody  wants  it  now.  Young 
people  today  stop  me  all  the  time  and  in 
the  space  that  it  takes  for  the  light  to  turn 
from  red  to  green  as  you're  standing  on 
the  comer,  they  want  me  to  tell  them  in 
30  seconds  what's  the  key. . . 

"The  answer  is,  there  are  no  short¬ 
cuts.  You  have  to  do  the  work,  you  have 
to  be  dedicated  and  kill  yourself  practi¬ 
cally  to  get  where  you  want  to  go. . . 

"No  one's  going  to  give  you  any¬ 
thing.  I  found  that  people  who  are  suc¬ 
cessful  are  the  ones  that  are  truly  in  love 
with  their  art,  the  ones  who  persevere 
and  have  that  grit.  And  the  people  who 
fall  by  the  wayside  are  the  ones  who  are 
in  it  for  the  money  or  want  to  be  famous 
or  what  not." 

(Spike  Lee  as  quoted  in  Bits  and 
Pieces) 


Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 


1803  0-101.  Large  3.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 2,350 

The  Draped  Bust  obverse,  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  was 
used  in  the  half  dollar  series  from  1801  to  1807  inclusive. 

1803  0-101.  Large  3.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 425 

1806  0-105.  Large  Stars,  Knob  on  6.  EF-45  (NGC).  At¬ 
tractive  gray-brown  with  iridescent  toning. ...  895 

1806  O-llla.  6/inverted  6.  Late  die  state.  VF-30 

(PCGS) . 1,395 

1807  0-105.  VG-10  (ANACS) . 189 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1812  O-104a.  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces . 365 

1813  0-106.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Just  a  hair's  breadth 

from  full  Mint  State.  Very  attractive  in  every  re¬ 
gard . 875 


1815/2  0-101.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning  with 
hints  of  iridescence.  A  lovely  specimen  of  the 
most  desired  issue  among  the  years  that  Capped 

Bust  halves  were  issued,  1807-1836 .  2,350 

1817  0-110.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 375 

1817  0-113.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Light  amber  toning.  595 
1819/8  0-101.  Small  Overdate.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light 
gray  toning  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Popular  and  distinctive  variety . 1,450 

1820/19  0-101.  Square  Base  2.  AU-50  (ANACS).  695 

1821  O-lOla.  AU-55 . 465 

1823  0-104.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 375 

1826  O-120a.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 .  265 

1827  0-104.  AU-53 . 219 

1829  0-112.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  1,295 

1830  0-1 23.  MS-62 .  795 

1831  0-103.  AU-50 .  235 

1832  O-lOla.  Large  Letters.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very  at¬ 
tractive . 210 

1832  0-121a.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
very  nice  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please  the  most 

discriminating  buyer . 895 

1834  0-107.  Small  Letters.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Golden 

toning . 185 

1836  Lettered  Edge.  50/00C.  0-116.  AU-55  (PCGS). 


Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  more  curious  die  blun¬ 
ders  of  the  era . 895 

High-Grade  1836  Reeded  Edge 


1836  Reeded  Edge.  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  silver 
golden  surfaces.  A  high-grade  specimen  of  this 
rare  issue.  Mintage  estimated  (probably  by  Walter 
Breen)  to  be  on  the  order  of  1,200  to  4,000  or  so, 
but  the  most  popularly  quoted  number  seems  to 
be  1,200.  This  issue,  the  first  of  the  denomination 
to  be  made  on  the  new  steam  press,  was  struck  in 
November  1836.  Nearly  all  were  placed  into  cir¬ 
culation.  Today,  specimens  are  elusive  in  all 
grades.  Most  seen  are  apt  to  be  VF  or  EF.  ..  3,450 
1838  VF-20 . 89 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in¬ 
cludes  many  interesting  pieces  within  this  popular 
series.  Over  the  years  many  specialists  in  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  their  headquarters  for  scarce  and  rare 
pieces.  We  invite  you  to  join  them! 


1839  No  Drapery.  EF-40  (ANACS).  First  major  vari¬ 
ety  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series,  the  no  drapery 
format  was  used  only  for  part  of  this  year. ...  795 

1840  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (NGC).  Deeply  toned.  319 

1840  AU-50.  Light  golden  toning . 279 

1842  Wilev-Bugert-106.  Medium  Date,  Recut  18.  EF- 

45 . 149 

1842  Medium  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 109 

1844-0  AU-50 . 219 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-53 .  285 

1846  Tall  Date.  EF-40 . 99 

1846-0  Tall  Date.  F-12 . 350 

1850  AU-50  (ANACS).  Light  toning  around  the  sur¬ 
faces . 895 

1851-0  AU-50.  A  nice  combination  of  high  grade  and 

low  price . 335 

1851-0  EF-40  (PCGS) . 195 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-61  (NGC).  Verv  attractive 
with  light  champagne  surfaces . 1,650 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58  (NGC).  Popular  one- 

year  type  with  rays  on  the  reverse . 875 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 .  266 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,750 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-58.  Heavy  (and  quite  interest¬ 
ing!)  obverse  cracks . 375 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 .  285 

1854-0  Arrows.  EF-40 .  109 

1854- 0  VF-30 .  65 

1 855- S  Arrows.  MS  (PCGS) 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Question  &  Answer  Forum 


Q,  I  am  writing  this  query  in  refer- 
•  ence  to  a  front-page  article  w  hich 
appeared  in  Coin  World  probably  five  or 
10  years  ago  about  four  Specimen  strikes 
of  a  1927  Buffalo  nickel.  I  have  never  seen 
in  any  catalogue  or  guide  any  reference  to 
these  nickels.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  if 
indeed  these  Buffaloes  were  special 
strikes  that  at  least  an  asterisk  would  be 
present  in  the  Guide  Hook  or  some  other 
source!  My  other  memory  of  them  is  that 
they  were  to  be  auctioned  shortly  after 
their  discovery. 

I  would  greatly  appreciate  any  in¬ 
formation  you  have  about  these  mysteri¬ 
ous  nickels  and  whatever  became  of 
them.  Was  their  Specimen  or  Proof  status 
debunked  and  did  they  fall  from  grace 
as  such?  I  am  not  a  nickel  specialist  but 
the  possibility  of  Specimen  or  Proof 
coins  from  1927  is  quite  a  notable  event. 

Secondly  as  long  as  I  am  on  nickels, 
if  memory  serves  me  correctly  there  were 
two  Proof  strikings  of  the  1966  Jefferson 
nickel  with  the  newly  added  FS  initials. 
There  is  an  asterisk  in  the  Guide  Hook 
for  this  one!  Verify  my  information  as  to 
their  whereabouts,  one  went  to  Felix 
Schlag  and  the  other  went  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution?  As  far  as  you 
know  is  this  where  they  still  are,  and  is 
Felix  Schlag  still  alive? 

Finally,  let  me  compliment  Bowers 
and  Merena  on  the  consistently  fine  job 
you  do  with  everything  that  comes  your 
way.  I  sometimes  look  at  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  and  think  that  some  of  the  prices 
are  a  bit  high.  However  I  have  never  been 
dissatisfied  with  the  QUALITY  of  any 
coin  or  item  received  from  you.  I  attribute 
this  to  my  following  observations:  There 
are  technical  VF  coins  and  then  there  are 
"Eye  Appeal  VF"  coins.  Anywhere  you  go 
you  will  find  these  two  scenarios,  and 
they  will  be  priced  differently.  Bowers 


and  Merena  sells  only  the 
latter  (Eye  Appeal)  type 
coins  which  are  correctly 
graded  and  with  the  collector 
in  mind.  This  is  a  can't-miss 
way  of  doing  business.  Again 
keep  us  the  great  work.  —  D.N. 


A,  1  have  never  seen  a  1927  Buffalo 
•  nickel  which  I  would  call  a  Proof. 
What  the  word  "Specimen"  means  in  the 
United  States  series  has  never  been  de¬ 
fined.  In  the  Canadian  series,  it  often  re¬ 
fers  to  what  we  in  the  United  States  call  a 
Proof.  However,  within  the  United  States 
itself,  American  coins  called  "Specimen" 
can  be  just  about  anything.  I  like  to  think 
that  a  "Specimen"  striking  is  one  that  may 
have  been  made  for  special  purposes 
(such  as  for  a  numismatist),  and  which  is 
especially  well  struck,  especially  free  of 
marks,  or  has  a  prooflike  surface.  This  is 
not  at  all  the  same  as  being  struck  as  a 
Proof  with  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Proof  is 
a  separate  category  and  refers  to  a  sepa¬ 
rate  manufacturing  process. 

In  the  quest  to  obtain  higher  values 
for  coins,  it  has  been  popular  in  some  ar¬ 
eas  to  call  especially  choice  Mint  State 
coins  with  partial  prooflike  surfaces 
"Proofs."  I  recall  an  instance  a  number  of 
years  ago  in  which  we  had  a  1916  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  that  had  origi¬ 
nally  been  the  property  of  the  artist, 
Hermon  A.  MacNeil.  1  believe  that  I  and 
our  staff  members  have  had  as  many 

We  invite  renders  to  submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect  of  American 
numismatics.  All  will  be  answered 
privately  by  Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff,  and  selected  questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


Standing 
Liberty  quar¬ 
ters  as  just  about  any 
dealer,  and  more  than  most,  and  we  are 
fairly  conversant  with  grades.  After  care¬ 
ful  examination  we  concluded  that  this 
particularly  attractive  piece  was  a  lovely 
Mint  State  coin.  However,  later  it  was 
slabbed  by  a  certification  sendee  as  a 
Proof.  Chances  are  that  it  will  be  "Proof" 
from  now  on -as  grades  and  such  attribu¬ 
tions  do  not  have  a  way  of  going  back¬ 
ward!  With  regard  to  the  1927  "Proof" 
nickel,  I  remain  skeptical,  and  to  this 
point  have  seen  some  very  nice  business 
strikes,  some  gem  Mint  State  coins,  but 
nothing  I  would  call  Proof. 

With  regard  to  the  1966  Proof 
Jefferson  nickel  with  the  newly  added  F.S. 
initials,  these  seem  to  have  been  authentic 
Proofs  from  all  accounts  I  have  read,  and  I 
have  no  reason  to  think  otherwise.  I  am 
not  aware  of  the  location  of  the  piece  that 
is  said  to  still  be  in  the  private  sector  (if  a 
reader  knows  and  would  care  to  have  this 
published,  send  the  information  along 
and  we  will  include  it  in  a  future  issue). 

Felix  O.  Schlag  died  in  a  hospital  in 
Owasso,  Michigan,  on  Saturday,  March  9, 
1974,  at  the  age  of  82.  By  that  time  he  had 
enjoyed  recognition  from  the  coin  collect¬ 
ing  community  for  nearly  a  decade,  a 
highlight  being  the  1966  presentation  to 
him  by  Mint  Director  Eva  Adams  of  the 
first  "FS"  nickel  struck.  Circulation  strikes 
with  his  initials  became  official  on  August 
1, 1966. 
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Question  and  Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Schlag,  who  had  served  in  the 
Kaiser's  army  in  Germany  during  the 
World  War,  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1929,  and  became  a  citizen  in  1938,  the 
same  year  that  his  design  was  selected  for 
use  in  the  Jefferson  nickel.  In  1943  he 
moved  to  Owasso  and  opened  a  photo¬ 
graphic  studio.  He  remained  a  resident  of 
the  town  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  nice 
comments  concerning  our  company  and 
the  quality  we  offer. 

T  T  ▼  ▼ 


Q,  I  have  taken  the  saying  "buy  the 
•  book  before  the  coin"  to  heart 
and  have  a  good  start  on  a  library.  How¬ 
ever,  it  occurred  to  me  that  with  the 
hundreds  of  dollars  that  I  have  spent, 
the  books  have  a  high  monetary  value. 
Is  it  not  possible  to  make  wise  pur¬ 
chases  of  numismatic  literature  that 
will  not  only  give  their  value  in  knowl¬ 
edge  but  also  be  good  investments? 
What  would  be  some  books,  catalogues 
and  such  that  would  be  good  invest¬ 
ments  as  well  as  full  of  needed  informa¬ 
tion  for  early  copper  coins  (as  an  ex¬ 
ample).  -R.M. 


A,  Concerning  numismatic  books,  my 
•  own  plan  when  buying  books  is  to 
acquire  volumes  that  I  can  use.  This  is  dif¬ 
ferent  from  purchasing  old  books  that 
may  be  rare  or  have  a  high  value  to  a 
book  collector,  but  which  are  not  useful. 
For  your  purposes,  it  would  seem  that 
what  I  do  would  be  good  for  you  to  do  as 
well.  For  example,  A1  Overton's  excellent 
book  on  1794-1836  half  dollars,  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1967,  is  now  in  its  third  edition. 
If  I  had  no. book  on  the  subject  I  would 
buy  the  third  edition,  never  mind  that  the 
first  or  second  edition  might  be  scarcer 
and,  some  day,  more  valuable.  It  is  the 
third  edition  that  you  want  to  use  today. 

As  a  good  start  on  a  list  of  important 
books  useful  for  reference,  the  Guide  Book 
o/U.S.  Coins  lists  titles  after  the  various 
denominations.  Many  if  not  most  of  these 
are  out  of  print,  but  are  worth  obtaining. 
These  would  serve  the  purpose  of  being 
at  once  useful  and  also  having  the  poten¬ 
tial  of  being  collector's  items.  If  possible, 
borrow  titles  by  mail  from  the  American 
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Numismatic  Association  Library  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  (free,  except  for  postage  both 
ways,  if  you  are  a  member)  or  acquire 
them  from  a  friend,  to  see  if  they  are  use¬ 
ful  to  you.  There  is  no  sense  buying  a 
book  you  cannot  use. 

On  the  general  subject  of  book  col¬ 
lecting,  you  may  wish  to  join  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Bibliomania  Society.  Information 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer,  David  Hirt,  5911  Quinn 
Orchard  Road,  Frederick,  MD  21701. 
Their  journal,  TJie  Asylum,  is  published  on 
a  quarterly  basis  and  is  currently  edited 
by  well-known  numismatic  bibliopole 
George  F.  Kolbe. 

Apart  from  the  foregoing,  if  you  do 
decide  to  collect  out-of-print  numis¬ 
matic  literature,  it  is  probably  best  to 
have  a  plan.  Some  things  can  be  col¬ 
lected  just  like  coins,  an  example  being 
the  Guide  Book,  first  published  in  1946 
(bearing  a  cover  date  of  1947),  and  is¬ 
sued  continuously  since  that  time.  Col¬ 
lectively,  such  volumes  provide  an  inter¬ 
esting  and  changing  panorama  of  coin 
prices. 

Extremely  worthwhile  — and  a  great 
combination  of  useful  information  plus 
something  interesting  to  collect  — are  sets 
of  The  Numismatist  (published  from  1888 
to  date),  the  American  Journal  of  Numis¬ 
matics  (1866-1912,  with  occasional  issues 
thereafter),  and  Numismatic  Scrapbook 
Magazine  (1935-1976).  For  starters,  a  com¬ 
plete  set  of  the  Scrapbook  has  a  current 
market  value  of  somewhere  in  the  range 
of  $600  to  $1,000,  and  is  a  real  treasure  to 
own.  I  refer  to  my  own  set  constantly.  If 
collecting  these  ever  caught  on,  the  price 
would  quadruple! 

Concerning  The  Numismatist,  while 
early  issues  are  rare  and  expensive,  a 
complete  run  from  about  1900  to  date 
would  cost  less  than  $2,500  (quite  possibly 
much  less),  and  contains  enough  informa¬ 
tion  to  keep  you  busy  reading  for  several 
months.  Again,  I  refer  to  my  copies  con¬ 
stantly. 

The  American  Journal  of  Numismatics 
is  a  bit  harder  to  find,  but  some  of  the 
dealers  who  advertise  in  The  Asylum 
would  be  very  happy  to  put  you  on  a 
want  list. 
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1855- S  VG-10.  First  half  dollar  issue  of  the  San  F  ran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  and  a  well-known  rarity . 835 

Although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  business 
in  1854,  quarters  and  half  dollars  were  not  struck  until  1855, 
with  the  dime  following  in  1856  and  the  silver  dollar  in  1854 

1856- 0  Wiley  Bugert-104.  Recut  6.  AU-58  (I  VC  .S),  295 


1856-S  VF-30  (PCGS) . 295 

1857  WB-103.  Errant  Date.  EF-40 . 99 


Mark  D.  Tomasko  commented  con¬ 
cerning  our  recent  Rare  Coin  Revieiv, 
adding  his  own  information  including 
the  following: 

Your  Christian  Gobrecht  article  was 
quite  interesting  as  his  career  bridged 
both  security  engraving  and  medallic 
art,  a  path  followed  by  others;  in  the 
20th  century  both  Gilroy  Roberts  and 
Ed  Grove  went  from  security  engraving 
to  medallic  art.  Somewhere  I  thought  I 
had  a  sample  or  two  of  Gobrecht' s  me¬ 
dallion  ruling  work  but  the  only  piece  of 
his  I  was  able  to  put  my  hands  on  is 
quite  different  — copy  enclosed— it's  all 
white  embossing  on  a  red  background 
with  "Gobrecht  FT"  and  "Drayton  PR" 
beneath  the  "1828."  (Presumably  "fecit" 
and  printer.") 

Engraving  shown  above  — another 
footnote  in  the  history  of  Gobrecht's  il¬ 
lustrative  work. 


1828 


1858  AU-55 .  235 

1858  AU-50 . 195 

1858  EF-45 . 99 

1858  EF-40 . 89 

18590  AU-50 . 185 

1858-0  EF-40 . 89 

1859  MS-60 . 395 

1859  EF-40 . 139 

1860  MS-64  (NGC).  Amber  peripheral  toning.  1,950 

1860-0  WB-105.  Recut  Mintmark.  AU-50 . 195 

1861  MS-60 .  375 

1861  AU-55 . 219 

1861  AU-50  (PCI) . 189 

1864  MS-63.  Brilliant .  1,150 

1865  AU-50 .  295 

1868  S 1 1  4u  . 119 

1869  EF-40 .  115 


1871  MS-64  (MGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  coin 
that  will  be  a  special  addition  to  any  fine  cabi¬ 


net . 2,350 

1872  MS-60.  Brilliant . 465 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Well  struck  with  attrac¬ 
tive  light  toning . 1,150 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne 

surfaces . 1350 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Deeply  toned . 395 

1874  Arrows.  EF-45 .  235 

1874-S  AU-50  Silver  surfaces  with  light  toning 

around  the  rims . 635 

1874-S  Arrows.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 235 

1877  AU-50 . 169 

1877-S  With  Drapery.  MS-60 .  345 

1891  AU-58 .  345 

1891  AU-53.  Brilliant  centers  with  light  rose  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 289 

Barber  Half  Dollars 


Our  offering  includes  several  memorable  pieces, 
among  which  are  really  choice  1896-5  and  1897-S  rari¬ 
ties.  Barber  silver  coins  of  all  denominations  seem  to 
be  coming  into  their  own  once  again,  due  in  part  to  a 
revivification  of  the  Barber  Coin  Collectors  Society. 

1892  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightlv  toned . 550 

The  Barber  half  dollars  of  1892  are  rarer  in  high  grades 
than  might  be  expected.  Very  few  were  saved  as  souvenirs  of 
the  first  year  of  the  type,  for  America  was  agog  about  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition  (which  opened  its  gates  a  year 
late  in  1893)  and  the  widely  publicized  commemorative  half 
dollars  issued  in  connection  therewith. 

1892  AU-50.  Beautiful  light  amber  toning . 275 

1892-0  AU-58.  An  ever-popular  rarity  in  the  Barber 
series,  the  first  coin  of  this  denomination  struck  at 
the  New  Orleans  Mint  since  the  early  days  of  the 
Confederacy . 719 


1892-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 


this  elusive  issue . 619 

1892-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1892-S  EF-45.  Elusive  in  any  and  all  grades,  the  higher 

the  scarcer . 445 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive . 1,695 

1893  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 419 

1895-0  AU-50,  PL.  Golden  gray  toning,  somewhat 

mottled  on  the  obverse . 345 

Choice  Mint  State  1896-S  50<! 


Choice  Mint  State  1896-S  50<! 


1896-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  an  out¬ 
standing  example  of  this  rare  and  highly  prized 
date  and  mintmark.  A  key  to  the  Barber  half  dol¬ 
lar  series,  this  will  be  a  wonderful  addition  to  any 
superb  collection.  Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  of  the 


design . . 4,895 

1897-0  F-12. _ 350 

1897-0  F-12  (ANACS) . . . 350 


Dazzling  1897-S  Rarity 


1897-S  MS-64  (I'CGS).  Brilliant.  A  sharply  struck  coin 
with  dazzling  mint  lustre.  One  of  the  nicest  1897- 
S  half  dollars  we  have  ever  seen  at  anv  grade 
level . 4,925 


Enjoy  Yourself! 

Coin  collecting  is  a  very  pleasurable 
pursuit.  The  best  way  to  "get  in¬ 
volved"  is  to  buv  some  useful  and  in¬ 
teresting  books  on  the  subject  — not 
price  guides  or  market  reports,  but 
books  that  tell  you  about  coins,  how 
thev  were  made  and  how  they  were 
used. 

Our  Books  for  Sale  section  in  this 
issue  (beginning  on  page  69)  offers 
manv  interesting  and  worthwhile 
titles,  all  priced  at  a  discount! 


30 
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1900- S  EF-45.  Lightly  toned . 219 

1901  AU-58  (NGC) . 389 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1901- S  EF-45.  A  sharp  specimen  of  one  of  the  best¬ 

loved  and  most  desired  varieties  among  Barber 
half  dollars,  a  nice  meeting  point  between  high 
grade  and  low  price . 645 

1903-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Deep  golden  toning.  Rare  at  all 

Mint  State  levels . 895 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 445 


1905  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  rose  surfaces.  One 
of  the  lower  mintage  issues  among  Philadelphia 


half  dollars  of  the  Barber  design . 2,395 

1906- D  AU-55.  First  year  of  the  Denver  Mint . 395 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1907- D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1907-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 950 


1907-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Gold  surfaces.  An  especially 
beautiful  specimen,  cherrypicked  for  its  quality. 
Rare  in  any  and  all  Mint  State  grade  levels.  2,150 


1907- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 595 

1908- D  AU-50 .  295 


Calvin  G.  Writes 
to  Gail  Watson 

"Dear  Gail: 

"Thank  you  for  the  prompt  ship¬ 
ment  of  the  nicely  struck  1943  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollar  NGC  MS-66.  Both 
strike  and  lustre  are  very  pleasing. 

"I  also  appreciated  your  sending 
me  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Flying 
Eagle  token.  I  have  found  a  holder  that 
will  house  the  two  previous  Liberty 
Head  tokens  you  sent  me  along  with 
this  one  in  protective  capsules.  Hope¬ 
fully  this  may  turn  out  to  be  a  continu¬ 
ing  series." 


1909  AU-58.  Brilliant . 395 

1909  AU-55.  Brilliant . 295 

1909-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  lightly  toned 
surfaces.  Last  year  of  operation  of  the  long-lived 

New  Orleans  Mint . 349 

1912-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1912-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 345 

1912- D  AU-50 . 315 

1913  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1913- D  MS-62  (ANACS).  Attractive  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 525 


1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  1,050 

1915- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  very 

frosty  surfaces.  Conservative  at  the  MS-62  grade; 
it  could  easily  be  called  MS-63  (as  you  will  no 
doubt  agree  when  it  arrives  in  your  mailbox  and 
you  have  a  chance  to  inspect  it) . 595 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

For  a  long  time  we  have  specialized  in  buying 
and  selling  high-quality  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 
of  the  1916  through  1947  era.  As  is  the  case  with  Buf¬ 
falo  nickels,  these  are  among  the  most  difficult 
20th-century  American  coins  to  locate  in  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  technical  grade  plus  good  eye  appeal.  In 
fact,  the  "eye  appeal"  part  is  the  catch. 

Designed  by  well-known  sculptor  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  the  motif  made  its  debut  in  1916,  to  excel¬ 
lent  reviews  by  the  public  and  by  numismatists.  From 
that  time  onward  coinage  was  fairly  continuous 
through  1921,  and  then  intermittent  through  1934, 
then  continuous  again  from  1934  through  the  last 
year,  1947.  A  popular  way  to  collect  these  is  by  form¬ 
ing  a  "short  set,"  either  beginning  with  1940  or  1941 
and  continuing  onward,  or  beginning  with  1934.  Ei¬ 
ther  way,  all  pieces  are  quite  affordable  in  nice  grades 
such  as  MS-63  and  MS-64,  although  at  the  MS-65  level 
some  of  the  issues  of  the  1930s  become  a  bit  difficult 
to  find. 

We  invite  you  to  look  through  our  listing  care¬ 
fully  and  either  begin  a  collection  or  add  to  the  one 
that  you  have— secure  in  the  knowledge  that  you  will 
like  the  coins  we  send.  In  fact,  we  guarantee  it. 

Gem  191 6-S  Half  Dollar 


1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  nicest  1916-S  half  dollars  we've  ever  had  in 
stock.  The  mintmark  was  on  the  obverse  this 

year . 4,950 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  golden  peripheral 


toning . 825 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1917  MS-60.  Brilliant . 125 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  AU-55 .  359 

Choice  1917-D  Half  Dollar 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  surfaces . 4,650 

Important  1917-S  Obverse  50< 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this,  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in 

the  Liberty  Walking  series . 3,350 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS). 
Traditionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all  grades, 

especially  so  at  higher  levels . 995 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly 
toned.  Much  lustre  still  remains.  A  very  nice 
specimen  of  this  key  issue . 795 

1919- S  EF-40  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1920- D  EF-40 . 420 

1921- D  VG-8 . 205 

1923-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 265 

1929-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 219 

1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1933-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1933- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  iridescence. 425 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1934  MS-60.  Brilliant . 59 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 475 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  subdued  by 

pale  lilac  toning.  Very  attractive  overall . 475 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1934-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 85 

1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  kev  issues 
among  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of  this  de¬ 
cade . 1,375 

1934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of  this 

scarce  branch  mint  issue . 675 

1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1934-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 309 
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1934- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 125 

1935  MS-60.  Brilliant . 49 

1935- D  MS-65  (NC X  )  Brilliant  1  195 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant 

1935-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 125 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1936  50( 


1936  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
golden  peripheral  toning.  Lots  of  "firsts"  for  this 
one:  First  Proof  issue  in  the  Liberty  Walking  se¬ 


ries.  First-rate  quality,  in  fact,  superb! . 4,495 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1936  AU-55.  Brilliant . 28 

1936- S  MS-65  Brilliant . 395 

1937  Proof-63  Brilliant .  575 

Second  year  of  Proof  production  in  the  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollar  senes  Mintage:  5,728  specimens 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1937- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 369 

1938  Proof-62.  Brilliant . 435 

1938  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1938  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 


1938  AU-55.  Brilliant . 48 

1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  at 

the  gem  level . 835 

A  key  issue  of  the  era,  the  lowest  mintage  business 
strike  half  dollar  of  the  1930s  Only  491,600  were  struck. 

1938-D  MS-62  (ANACS).  Attractive  gold  surfaces.  475 

1938-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 325 

1938-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 249 

1998-D  AU-53  (NGC).  Lightly  toned .  245 

1938- D  AU-50.  Brilliant .  . 239 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .  495 

1939  MS-67  (PCGS)  Brilliant. .  635 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1939- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

WW-D  AU-58.  Brilliant .  32 

1939-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1939- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 399 

19405  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  . 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1941- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  .  169 

1941-D  AU-55 .  22 

194 l-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  I  ight  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 1,275 

194 l-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,275 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1941-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1941-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1941-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 35 

1941-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 33 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Liberty 


Walking  half  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any  other  of 
which  we  are  aware.  When  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt, 
Frank  Van  Valen,  and  Ray  Merena  buy  for  our  stock,  they  are 
very  "fussy,"  often  bypassing  ieperal  coins  to  buv  just  one  that 
pleases  our  discriminating  eye.  If  you  are  building  a  high- 
quality  collection  of  these  beautiful  coins,  please  review  our 


selection  carefully. 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942  MS-64  (Hallmark) . 49 


A  Nice  Letter  from  L.K.L 

"I  simply  had  to  sit  down  and  write 
this  letter  today,  as  I  could  not  conceal 
my  happiness  with  you  fine  folks.  Last 
spring  I  accumulated  several  raw  coins 
for  the  express  purpose  of  sending 
them  off  to  be  graded  and  placed  into 
my  collection.  My  first  mistake  wras  in 
not  knowing  anything  about  some  of 
the  dealers  1  purchased  these  coins 
from. 

"After  1  had  acquired  quite  a  few 
Walking  Liberty  half  dollars  from  12 
dealers,  I  sent  the  entire  lot  off  to  the 
graders.  I  had  purchased  all  of  the 
coins  with  the  idea  in  mind  to  build  a 
full  set  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 
in  MS-63  condition.  Now  that  I  have 
the  coins  back  from  the  graders  I  am 
both  shocked  and  dismayed.  Of  the  27 
coins  I  submitted  only  two  came  back 
MS-63,  and  one  an  MS-64.  The  others 
ranged  from  EF-40  to  AU-58. 

"1  thought  that  vou'd  like  to  know 
that  the  only  two  coins  to  come  back 
with  the  MS-63  designation  were  pur¬ 
chased  from  Bowers  and  Merena,  and 
the  MS-64  coin  came  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  as  well!  Thank  you  for  your 
honesty.  In  a  hobby  where  the  collec¬ 
tor  is  often  at  the  mercy  of  the  dealer, 
it  is  very  assuring  to  know  that  there 
are  some  dealers  who  refuse  to  com¬ 
promise  quality  for  the  sake  of  money. 
As  a  result  of  this  expensive  experi¬ 
ment,  Bowers  and  Merena  has  earned 
the  bulk  of  my  business  for  the  fu¬ 
ture." 

Editor's  comment:  Although  we  do  not 
always  agree  with  the  certified  grading  ser¬ 
vices  and  often  grade  coins  differently  from 
the  way  they  do  (we  think  the  expertise  on 
our  staff  can  challenge  all  comers),  it  cer¬ 
tainly  was  nice  to  read  this  comment! 


un 

MTEIimi 


Official  Guide  to 
Coin  Grading  and 
Counterfeit  Detection 

Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 
Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Explains  and  illustrates  the  standards  for 
grading  Mint  State  coins  plus  information 
on  counterfeits,  forgery,  cleaning,  and 
more.  324  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  Stock  No.  BRH-200.  List 
price  $29.95. 

For  your  special  discount  price  see  page 
69. 
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1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1942  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1942  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1942-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1942-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 


1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity  so 


fine! . 2,150 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1942-S  AU-55 . 22 

1943  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bfilliant . 159 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 89 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 


1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1943  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1943  MS-60.  Brilliant . 35 

1943  AU-55.  Brilliant . 12 

1943-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 175 

1943-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1943-D  AU-55 . 27 

1943-D  AU-53 . 25 

1943-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 23 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 550 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 465 

1943-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 465 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1943-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1943-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1943-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 22 

1943- S  AU-50 . 19 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1944  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 36 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1944-D  MS-64  Brilliant . 64 

1944-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 64 

1944-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 22 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 


1944-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 


golden  peripheral  toning . 475 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1944-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52 

1944- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 22 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 209 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1945  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1945  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

1945  MS-62.  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945  AU-55.  Brilliant . 12 

1945- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1945-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1945-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 38 

1945-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 19 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 149 

1946 MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1946  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 


This  great  "top  of  the  line"  product 
consist  of  a  finely  crafted  wooden  case 
which  opens  like  a  book  — accented  with 
brass  hinges  and  an  engravable  brass 
nameplate.  Within  are  three  removable 
leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is  die-cut 


with  nine  openings  suitable  for  displaying  your 
choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  and/or  ANACS 
plastic  holders.  Thus,  the  album  will  showcase 
in  a  deluxe  manner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

Plus,  a  new  option,  the  Certified  Coin  Estate 
Portfolio,  a  folding  case  which  looks  and  feels 
like  soft  black  leather  and  can  hold  18  coins  in 
any  type  of  certified  holders.  Great  for  trans¬ 
porting  certified  coins. 

Jiere  is  how  to  order: 

CCE-001:  Deluxe  wooden  book-style  album 
with  three  trays  (specify  choice  of  trays;  mix  or 
match:  green  for  PCGS  only;  blue  for  NGC 
and/or  PCI  only;  black  "universal"  holder  for 
various  types  of  "slabs"  mixed  in  the  same 
tray).  $144. 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green  back¬ 
ground.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only.  Holds  nine  cer¬ 
tified  coins.  $19.95. 


CCE-021:  Display  tray  only,  blue  back¬ 
ground.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only. 
Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $19.95. 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  back¬ 
ground.  "Universal"  type  suitable  for  mix¬ 
ing  and  matching  in  the  same  tray  your 
choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  or  old-stvle 
ANACS  "slabs."  Our  most  versatile  trav. 
Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $22.95. 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suit¬ 
able  for  any  of  the  above  trays;  useful  if  the 
trays  are  not  stored  in  an  album.  $9.95. 

CCE-040:  NEW!  Certified  Coin  Estate 
Portfolio.  Holds  up  to  18  coins  (3x3)  in¬ 
cluding  in  NGC,  PCGS,  PCI,  SEGS,  and 
both  ANACS  holders.  Looks  and  feels  like 
soft  black  leather,  folds  at  center  and  inter¬ 
locks  as  a  portfolio  for  easv  transportation. 
$34.95. 


45 


January-February  1999/ Rare  Coin  Revieu’  #127 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


4 


1946-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1946-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  159 
1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1946- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 19 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1947  AU-50.  Brilliant . 19 

1947- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 

You  are  in  luck!  You  have  come  to  the  right  place! 
We  have  acquired  a  very  nice  holding  of  choice,  se¬ 
lected  high-quality  Franklin  half  dollars,  offer  them 
by  individual  grades  and  designations  as  given  be¬ 
low,  and  price  them  to  be  excellent  values.  In  fact,  as 
this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to  press,  our 
inventory  of  Franklin  half  dollars  is  better  than  we 
ever  remember  it  being! 

As  a  side  comment -possibly  not  intended  to 
help  the  sale  of  the  Franklin  half  dollars  in  the  col¬ 
umns  to  follow -we  mention  that  when  we  first 
started  in  the  coin  business  in  1953,  we  had  as  a  rule 
of  thumb  to  handle  only  "old"  coins— and  did  not 
stock  items  later  than  1940,  unless  they  were  acquired 
as  part  of  sets  or  collections!  Things  have  changed! 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 185 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 185 


1948  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1948-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1948-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1949  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 


Sharp  Gem  1949-D  50c 


1949-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper 
of  light  gold  toning.  A  rare  issue  with  the  combi¬ 
nation  of  gem  grade  plus  Full  Bell  Lines.  One  of 


the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  offered . 2,400 

1949- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 295 

194^-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  First  Proof  issue  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 265 

1950  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1950  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1950- D  MS-64  FBI  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1951  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1951- D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant .  115 

1951-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1951-S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

gold  peripheral  toning . 950 

1951-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1952  MS65  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 85 


The  Complete  Guide  to 

Franklin 

Half  Dollars 

Sb 


hi. 

Knk  r«’Nctslw 


The  (.omflete  Guide  i* 
to  Franklin  Half  Dollars  5 

by  Rick  Toma  ska 


The  first  book  devoted  solely  to  the 
Franklin  half  dollar  series.  Includes  date-by¬ 
date  analysis,  plus  grading  information,  rar¬ 
ity  estimates,  and  more.  240  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softhound.  Stock  No.  BTO-100.  List 
price  $  19.95. 

For  your  special  discount  price  see  page 

69. 


1952  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1952  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 37 

1953  MS-65  Brilliant . 235 

1953-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1953- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 17 

1954  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 17 

1954- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1. . 235 

1954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954-D  MS-63  Brilliant . 19 

1954-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1954-S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1951-S  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 58 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1955  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  279 

1955  MS-64  1  Bl.  i  PCGS).  Brilliant .  49 

1956  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1956  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

•  MS-64  1  BL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1 957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  229 

1957- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 70 

1958  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1958-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

W55-P  MsM  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . . . 14 

1959  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 245 

1959  MS*5  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  245 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

M— i  IVGSi  Brilliant  .  li 

1959  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1959- P  MS-65  FBI  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  279 

While  we  have  a  great  stock  of  Franklin  half  dollars,  it 
will  help  vou  and  also  help  us  if  you  have  second  choices  in 
mind  when  vou  telephone,  fax,  or  mail  vour  order. 

1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1959-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1959-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 


By  Now... 

...you  must  be  having  a  "field  day" 
with  this  selection. 

We  have  been  buying  very  care¬ 
fully,  and  spending  a  lot  of  effort.  You 
are  the  beneficiary— as  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  includes  one  of  the 
most  comprehensive  selections  ever  to 
appear  in  the  pages  of  our  magazine. 
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I960  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1960  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1960  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 23 

1960  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 23 

1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 14 

1960  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1960-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1960-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 35 

1960-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 14 

1960- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1961  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

1961  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1961  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1961- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 425 

1961-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1962  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1962  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 22 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1962- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1962-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1962-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1962-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1962-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1962-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 


1962- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 9 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1963  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1963- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 85 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 


Silver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars  have  long  been  a  specialty  at  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  over  the  years  we  have 
helped  form  many  of  the  finest  collections  ever  as¬ 
sembled.  The  present  listing  includes  a  wide  selection 
ranging  from  Liberty  Seated  to  Morgan,  and  Peace 
types,  something  for  every  interest,  for  every  want 
list,  for  every  budget. 

Use  this  listing  to  add  to  your  collection,  or  to 
start  one.  We  guarantee  you'll  be  delighted  with  our 
quality  and  value! 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 

1798  Bowers  Borckardt-115.  Rarity-5.  Large  Eagle. 

VF-20  (PCGS).  Gray  toned  surfaces  with  some 


hints  of  gold  and  heather . 1,295 

1799  BB-158.  VF-20 .  895 

1800  BB-196.  F-15 . 725 


1801  BB-211.  EF-40.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces.  1,895 


America's  Silver  Coinage 
1794-1891 


November  1-2, 1986 


Coinage  of  the  America*  Conference 
al  The  American  Numismatic  Society,  New  York 


America's  Silver  Coinage 

i 794-1 891 

Presentations  by  leading  collectors,  his¬ 
torians,  researchers,  and  others  from  semi¬ 
nars  of  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Con¬ 
ference  conducted  by  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society.  November  1-2,  1986. 
210  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-210.  List 
price  $  1 5.00. 

For  your  special  discount  price  see  page 
69. 


Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

All  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  are  scarce,  and 
many  of  them  are  rare.  And  yet,  prices  for  most  are 
quite  reasonable.  Our  selection  includes  many  inter¬ 
esting  opportunities  for  you. 

1842  AU-55  (PCGS).  Satiny  champagne  surfaces.  795 
1850-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned.  Scarce  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  issue . 1,095 

1859  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  pewter  gray  surfaces 

with  hints  of  gunmetal-blue,  rose,  and  golden 
toning . 1,050 

1860  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  scarcer  than  its 

New  Orleans  Mint  cousin  of  this  year . 1,950 

1860-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
available  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  Mint  State,  thus 
a  candidate  for  a  type  set . 1,650 


Memorable  Business  Strike  1863  $1 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State.  A  find 


for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 5,795 

1866  AU-58  (ANACS).  First  year  with  the  motto  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST . 1,450 

1866  AU-50.  Brilliant . 995 

1867  AU-50 . 875 

1868  AU-55  (PCGS).  Faint  brown  toning  over  lustrous 

surfaces . 1,275 

1871  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces . 539 

1871  EF-45  (NGC).  A  nice  original  piece . 365 


Splendid  Proof  1872  Dollar 


1872  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Delicate  champagne 
toning  over  deep  mirror  fields.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  issue,  a  rarity  in  this  combination  of 
high  technical  grade  plus,  equally  important,  su¬ 
perb  eye  appeal . 5,795 


is 
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Hail  the  Ugly  Head 


Some  tokens  portray  him  as  a  Roman- 
style  emperor,  resplendent  in  a  laurel 
wreath.  Others  depict  him  in  military  uni¬ 
form,  a  tribute  to  his  service  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Only  the  "Uglv  Head" 
token  dared  to  lampoon  the  "Father  of  Our 
Country." 

George  Washington's  portrait  appears 
on  many  medals  and  tokens  dated  from 
1783  to  1795.  The  Guide  Book  of  United  State s 
Coins,  which  lists  and  illustrates  pieces  from 
that  era,  notes,  "The  likenesses  in  most  in¬ 
stances  were  faithfully  reproduced  and 
were  designed  to  honor  Washington." 

However,  the  1784  "Ugly  Head"  or 
"Washington  the  Great"  token  is  a  glaring 
exception.  Its  obverse  depicts  Washington 
without  his  wig  and  false  teeth,  and  bears 
the  inscription  "Washington  the  Great 
D.G.,"  mimicking  the  sty  le  of  British  coins. 

The  reverse  features  a  chain  of  13  links 
inscribed  with  the  names  of  the  original 
states.  At  the  center  is  the  number  84,  pre¬ 
sumably  denoting  the  year  1784. 

Controversy  has  long  surrounded  the 
"Ugly  Head."  Scott  Publishing  Company's 
Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Coins  (1976),  says  that  it  is 
"presumably...  of  English  origin."  The 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  states  that  it 
is  "presumably  of  American  origin." 

Already,  we  are  off  to  a  precarious 

start! 

The  late  Maurice  M.  Gould  speculated 
that  the  "Ugly  Head"  tokens  may  have  been 
struck  bv  a  group  of  Tories,  bitter  over  their 
defeat  by  Washington's  troops,  before  the 
infidels  decamped  for  refuge  in  Canada. 
According  to  a  scenario  proposed  by  Gould, 
a  group  of  die-hards  were  seated  around  a 
table  at  Boston's  Beacon  Hill,  berating 
George  Washington,  when  one  of  the  men 
suggested  striking  a  medal  that  would  hold 
Washington  up  to  ridicule.  Gould  elabo¬ 


rated  on  the  theory  in  his  Gold  and  Silver 
Guide  to  Coins  (1970): 

"The  pieces  were  struck  and  distrib¬ 
uted  in  a  surreptitious  manner.  When  patri¬ 
otic  Americans  obtained  any  of  the  medals, 
they  destroyed  them,  but  the  Tories  prob¬ 
ably  kept  them.  I  believe  that  some  day  one 
or  two  pieces  will  come  to  light  in  Canada." 

Although  Gould  and  the  Guide  Book 
deem  the  "Ugly  Head"  a  medal,  Scott  classi¬ 
fies  it  as  a  cent.  Still  others  regard  it  as  a  to¬ 
ken. 

Cent  — or  medal  — or  token,  you  can 
take  your  pick!  Regardless,  all  known  speci¬ 
mens  are  heavily  worn,  evidencing  exten¬ 
sive  circulation.  Indeed,  a  piece  worn  nearly 
smooth  would  still  be  considered  a  numis¬ 
matic  prize. 

In  his  1885  book,  Medallic  Portraits  of 
Washington,  William  S.  Baker  listed  the 
"Ugly  Head"  token  as  his  variety  No.  8. 
Modern  researchers  and  cataloguers  still 
use  the  B-8  designation. 

Copper  and  pewter  "Ugly  Head"  to¬ 
kens  (or  whatever  they  are!)  exist,  weighing 
about  93  grains  and  125.5  grains  respec¬ 
tively.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  has  as 
part  of  the  National  Numismatic  Collection 
a  Poor  grade  copper  "Uglv  Head."  Another 
copper  specimen,  counterstamped  with  the 
British  Navy  Arrow  and  Cross,  was  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  Massachusetts  1  listorical  Soci¬ 
ety  Museum. 

In  1981,  Bowers  &  Ruddy  Galleries 
auctioned  the  unique  pewter  "Uglv  Head" 
as  part  of  the  Garrett  Collection  consigned 
by  The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  The 
Washington  items  were  catalogued  by  Dave 
Bowers  and  Dr.  George  J.  Fuld.  The  pedi¬ 
gree  noted  that  John  W.  Garrett  had  ob¬ 
tained  the  specimen  from  the  Col.  James 
W.  Ellsworth  Collection  in  1923.  Earlier,  it 
had  been  owned  by  Nicholas  Petry  and 
Isaac  Wood. 


Concerning  Petry,  his  cabinet  was  sold 
by  the  Chapman  brothers,  Philadelphia 
dealers,  on  May  10, 1893.  The  introduction 
specifically  mentioned  this  piece: 

Nicholas  Petrv  was  a  gentleman  well 
known  to  the  Philadelphian  of  a  genera¬ 
tion  ago  as  a  man  having  a  fondness  for 
collecting  the  ran*  and  curious,  and  his  col¬ 
lection  of  coins  exhibits  that  taste.  Since  his 
death  the  collection  has  been  deposited 
now  for  nearly  20  years  in  one  of  the  safe 
deposit  companies'  vaults,  and  only  re¬ 
cently  was  it  taken  out  of  its  obscurity  and 
the  coins  brought  to  view  once  more.  Just 
at  this  time,  when  fine,  rare,  and  interest¬ 
ing  coins  have  become  almost  all  absorbed 
into  collections,  it  comes  quite  opportune 
to  have  such  a  fine  collection  again  placed 
where  it  can  be  enjoyed,  and  aid  other  and 
less  fortunate  numismatists. 

Among  the  ranties,  we  think  it  well 
to  draw  attention  to  the  grand  series  of 
Massachusetts  silver  coins,  the  Granbv 
copper,  Washington  the  great  D.G.  [this 
being  the  "Uglv  Head"  piece],  and  the 
medal  of  Washington  (Lot  770)  bv 
Conradt,  of  which  only  one  other  speci¬ 
men  is  known  to  be  extant.  The  original 
1827  quarter  dollar  will  be  the  cause  of  re¬ 
joicing  among  many  collectors  who  desire 
to  complete  their  set  of  quarter  dollars. 

In  1983,  a  copper  "Ugly  Head"  de¬ 
scribed  as  being  "a  crude  Good"  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  Stack's  sale  of  the  John  L.  Roper  II 
Collection.  According  to  the  cataloguer,  Carl 
W.A.  Carlson,  the  token  showed  evidence  of 
light  double  striking  and  had  smooth 
chocolate  brown  surfaces. 

Maurice  Gould  claimed  that  he  owned 
a  white-metal  "Ugly  Head,"  but  after  his 
death  experts  reportedlv  examined  the  piece 
and  pronounced  it  a  cast  copy.  Electrotype 
copies  have  also  been  created  to  satisfy  collec¬ 
tor  demand  for  the  infamous  "Ugly  Head." 
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Popular  1872-CC  $1 


1872-CC  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  of  this 
scarce  and  popular  Carson  City  Mint  silver  dollar 
from  the  next  to  last  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated 


series . 3,650 

1873  MS-60 .  1,295 


Morgan  Dollars 

If  you  enjoy  Morgan  dollars  you  will  really  enjoy 
our  listing  in  this  issue.  We  always  keep  an  eye  out 
for  quality  Morgan  dollars,  and  with  our  checkbook 
at  our  elbow,  we  are  always  willing  to  buy  attractive 
pieces.  Luck  has  been  with  us,  and  our  inventory  of 


1878-1921  issues  is  among  the  nicest  ever! 

Morgan  dollars  are  at  the  front  of  the  popularity 
parade!  Whenever  we  issue  a  Rare  Coin  Review,  the 
section  on  Morgan  dollars  is  a  great  attraction,  with 
many  clients  turning  to  these  pages  first. 

Morgan  dollars  are  one  of  the  most  popular  of  all 
American  series.  And,  why  not?  A  basic  set  of  dates 
and  mints  comprises  slightly  fewer  than  100  coins, 
most  of  which  are  available  in  Mint  State  for  less 
than  several  hundred  dollars  per  coin,  some  for  a  lot 
less.  No  doubt  the  recent  “play"  that  Morgan  dollars 
have  been  having  on  television  shopping  channels, 
mass-mailed  catalogues  sent  out  by  credit  card  com¬ 
panies,  etc.,  has  contributed  to  the  true  numismatic 
popularity  of  the  series.  Some  of  these  public  offers 
are  very  expensive  — multiples  of  what  you  might 
pay  from  us  or  from  another  dedicated  dealer,  but 
such  is  the  price  of  entry.  Hopefully,  by  the  time  that 
buyers  want  to  spend  many  hundreds  or  even  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  they  have  "discovered"  professional 
numismatists,  and  will  delight  in  the  fact  that  their 
budget  goes  a  lot  further! 

As  a  numismatist  you  can  get  "a  lot  of  coin  for  the 
money"  in  this  series.  A  complete  collection  of  one  of 
each  date  and  mint  of  Morgan  dollars  is  almost  com¬ 


pletely  obtainable,  the  "stopper"  being  the  1895  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint.  If  you  modify  your  goal  to  include  one 
of  each  date  and  mint  actually  struck  for  circulation, 
you  can  put  together  an  absolutely  complete  set.  A 
popular  way  to  go  is  to  purchase  as  many  as  possible 
in  Mint  State,  and  then  handle  the  scarce  and  rare  is¬ 
sues  one  at  a  time  — such  as  the  1889-CC,  1893-S,  and 
1895-0.  These  latter  pieces  can  be  obtained  in  worn 
grades  for  reasonable  prices,  or  in  higher  grades  as 
finances  permit. 


1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (7/8  TF).  MS-65.  Brilliant. 


Ever  popular  "changeover"  variety . 2,595 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 109 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,265 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,265 

1878-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 
golden  peripheral  toning . 225 


Key  1879-CC  Dollar 


1879-CC  Clear  or  perfect  CC.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  very  choice,  very  desirable  specimen  of 

this  key  issue . 3,650 

1879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC,  popularly  called 
"Capped  Die."  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  rar¬ 
est  of  the  earlv  range  (1878-1885)  Carson  Citv  sil¬ 
ver  dollars . 1,750 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 359 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1879- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1880  MS-64,  PL.  (SEGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 85 

1880- CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 789 

1880-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1880-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 315 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  119 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 


The  Professional  Numismatists  Guild 

Coins  vs.  Stocks 


The  following  is  from  The  Guild,  news¬ 
letter  published  by  the  Pro¬ 
fessional  Numismatists 
Guild: 

Cooperation  between  the 
Public  Relations  Directors  of 
the  American  Numismatic 
Association  and  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild 
paid  off  with  an  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  positive  rare  coins  story 
by  the  Bloomberg  News  Ser¬ 
vice. 

The  November  25  report, 

"Coins  Have  Caught  on  with 
Investors  This  Year:  Personal 
Wealth,"  confidently  de¬ 
scribed  PNG  as  "a  Fallbrook, 
California-based  non-profit 
group  of  the  nation's  top  coin  dealers  and  an 
unofficial  watchdog  agency  formed  in  1955  to 
ensure  that  members  adhere  to  a  code  of  eth¬ 
ics."  The  Guild's  phone  number  and  Internet 
address  were  listed.  Two  PNG  members, 
Fred  Weinberg  and  Jim  Halperin,  were 
quoted  by  name  in  the  800-word  article. 


Bloomberg  reporter  Samantha  Zee  originally 
contacted  ANA  while  research¬ 
ing  a  possible  numismatic 
marketplace  story.  Public  Re¬ 
lations  Director  Stephen 
Bobbitt  provided  information 
about  collecting  and  recom¬ 
mended  she  contact  some 
PNG  experts,  too.  After 
Weinberg  was  called  by  Zee, 
he  also  immediately  notified 
PNG  Public  Relations  Director 
Donn  Pearlman  who  prompt¬ 
ly  provided  Zee  with  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  Guild  and  other 
background  materials  about 
the  numismatic  market. 

In  the  Bloomberg  story,  the 
reporter  compared  the  stock 
market  since  1970  to  the  rare  coin  market  cit¬ 
ing  the  CU  3000  Index  and  the  Standard  & 
Poor's  500  index.  The  result:  high-quality 
rare  coins  outperformed  the  stock  market  by 
about  57%  over  that  time  period.  A  $1,000  in¬ 
vestment  in  each  in  1970  now  would  be 
worth  $36,040  in  stocks,  $56,680  in  coins. 
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1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 


popular  varieties  in  the  series . 49 

1880- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 585 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 585 

1881-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1881-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1881-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  with  rainbow  iri¬ 
descence . 295 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 


The  1881-S  is  the  most  available  of  the  early  Morgan 
dollar  varieties  in  terms  of  sharply  struck,  high-grade  Mint 
State  coins.  We  always  try  to  have  a  nice  supply  on  hand.  If 
you  have  a  triend  who  might  be  interested  in  Morgan  dollars, 
consider  buying  an  1881-S  as  a  gilt  The  recipient  will  surely 
be  grateful  and  quite  impressed! 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1881-S  MS-M  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 49 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  » 

1881- S  MS-63  (IXTGS).  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  35 
1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  blue  and 

gold  peripheral  toning . 35 

1882- O/S  VAM-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  popular,  scarce, 
and  quite  curious  "overmintmark"  issue.  An  op¬ 
portunity  to  acquire  a  high-quality  example  of  a 
variety  you'll  enjoy  inspecting  under  a  magnify¬ 


ing  glass . 975 

1882-O/S  EF-45 . 30 

1882-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 295 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1SS2-S  MS-65  Brilliant  .  119 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19 


1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 279 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1883-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1883- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1884  EF-40 . 39 

1884- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1884-0  MS-65  (P<  GS).  Brilliant .  119 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  49 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1884-0 MS43(F(  GS)  Brilliant  » 

1885  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1885  M&45  Brilliant .  I  £ 

1885  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant ... 

1885  MS45  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  i  >9 

1885  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1 ss  '  MS 64  (F<  * SS)  Brilliant .  19 


Ask  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  about  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  Morgan  Dollar  Society.  We  offer  you  a  conve¬ 
nient  way  to  build  a  beautiful  set  of  Morgan  dollars  on  a  coin 
bv  coin,  month  by  month  basis.  Check  it  out,  and  sign  up  to¬ 
day.  Really,  when  you  "sign  up"  you  are  not  under  any  con¬ 
tinuing  obligation,  as  vou  can  discontinue  membership  at  anv 
time  In  fact,  we  are  never  content  to  rest  on  our  laurels,  each 
new  shipment  to  you  has  to  be  excellent.  Perhaps  this  passion 
for  quality  is  why  we  have  many  clients  who  have  been  buy¬ 
ing  for  us  for  40  years  or  more  (we  started  business  in  1953). 


1885-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1885-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 


America's  Silver  Dollars 


lok n  M.  Klrrhrrt 


CttNugr  of  Ik*  Ament  as  Cm»l»rn»* 
al  th*  VmriMM  NwumuIk  Society.  Set*  M 


America's  Silver  Dollars 

Edited  by  John  M  Kleeberi / 

Presentations  by  leading  collectors, 
historians,  researchers,  and  others  from 
seminars  of  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas 
Conference  conducted  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Society.  October  30,  1993. 
1 27  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN- 
21  1 .  List  price  $25.00. 

For  your  special  discount  price  see  page 
69. 


1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1885-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1885- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1883-S  MS-64  PL  Brilliant . 550 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1886-  S/S  VAM-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.The  mint- 

mark  was  punched  twice . 595 

1886- S/S  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1886-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1887/6  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  popular  and  somewhat  scarce 
overdate.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased  when 

it  arrives  in  your  mailbox! . 695 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 695 

1887/6  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

>-  '  *.!-  -  ’  I’t  (,S)  Bnlii.mt  .  IN 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 49 

'.!—  Brilliant  .  33 

Ms-* )  Pi  GS  Brilliant  .  3? 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1888  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 35 

1888-S  NlS-64  NGC)  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  little 

light  toning . 635 

1888- S  NlS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1889- CC  VF-20  NGC)  595 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI)  Brilliant . 609 

1889- S  MS-61  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 115 

1890- CC  MS-60  (PCI)  Repunched  90.  Brilliant. ..  275 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 40 


A  Nice  Note  from  S.N. 

“Dear  Dave, 

"1  just  wanted  to  drop  a  line  to  say 
that  I  have  followed  you  since  the 
1960s  when  1  first  started  collecting, 
and  that's  quite  some  time  back.  1  feel 
that  you  are  the  "Walter  Cronkite"  of 
the  numismatic  hobby.  I  have  col¬ 
lected  coins  for  about  30  years  and 
have  a  modest  collection.  But  I  would 
like  vou  to  know,  I  would  have  no 
qualms  purchasing  a  coin  from  your 
dealership  sight  unseen,  no  matter  the 
cost.  If  you  said  the  coin  is  what  it  is 
and  worth  what  vou  say  it  is,  then  that 
would  be  good  enough  for  me.  No 
answer  to  this  is  necessary,  I  just 
wanted  vou  to  know  that  I  thank  you 
very  much  for  what  you  do  for  our 
hobby." 
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1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1890- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high-grade 

level . 645 

1891  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 

1891- CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 549 

1891-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1891-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1891- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant . 635 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1892- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,650 

1892-CC  MS-63,  PL.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 749 

1892-CC  MS-60  (PCI).  Brilliant . 459 

1892-0  MS-64.  Lightly  toned . 610 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  toning.  610 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 610 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 610 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 610 


Mint  State  1892-S  Dollar 


Mint  State  1893-CC  Dollar 


1892-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  Mint  State  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  more  elusive  Morgan  dollars 
at  this  grade  level.  While  worn  specimens  of  the 
1892-S  are  encountered  with  some  frequency, 
any  coin  MS-60  or  finer  must  be  counted  as  rare. 


Guaranteed  to  please! . 22,900 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,475 

1893  MS-63.  Brilliant . 875 


1893-CC  MS-62,  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  popular  Carson  City  dol¬ 
lar . 2,695 

1893-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,995 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  scarce  in  this 
grade;  another  key  issue  among  Philadelphia 
Mint  Morgan  silver  dollars.  Guaranteed  to  please 
or  your  money  back! . 1,650 


Harper's  Weekly,  June  19, 1880,  showed  several  scenes  as  part  of  an  illustrated  feature  titled  "COIN¬ 
ING  SILVER  DOLLARS  AT  THE  PHILADELPHIA  MINT."  Ever  since  March  1878,  silver  dollars  had 
been  struck  in  unprecedented  quantities  there. 
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Jlixtnricul  Background 


Morgan  dollars,  first  minted  in  1878  and  last  coined  in  1921,  were  for  many  years  the 
largest  silver  coins  of  the  American  realm.  Struck  at  five  different  mints  and  often  in  large 
quantities,  at  one  time  these  "cartwheels"  were  familiar  sights  in  saloons,  casinos,  and  else¬ 
where  across  the  land. 

While  many  were  released  into  circulation,  others  were  held  in  reserve  bv  the  Treasury 
Department  as  backing  for  its  Silver  Certificate  paper  money  notes.  Years  later,  in  fact  until 
the  supply  ran  out  in  March  19M,  these  were  paid  out  at  face  value.  Today,  Morgan  dollars 
are  widely  dispersed  and  are  appreciated  by  numismatists  who  enjoy  their  beauty,  history, 
and,  a  remarkable  bonus  shared  bv  few  other  early  series,  their  availability  in  choice  and 
gem  Mint  State  for  very  reasonable  prices. 

Jim's  flow  to  Become  a  Member 

1. )  Decide  on  your  monthly  budget,  the  grade  level  you  wish  to  collect,  and  whether 
you  prefer  certified  coins  or  non-certified  coins. 

2. )  Choose  your  payment  preference— personal  check  or  credit  card  authorization. 

3. )  Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  at  1-800-222-5993  and  we  will  take  it  from  there! 
You  will  be  on  your  way  to  acquiring  a  magnificent  collection  of  sparkling  Morgan 

dollars -a  collection  you  will  enjoy  sharing  with  your  family  and  friends.  Such  a  set.  if 
completed,  w  ill  eventually  include  one  of  each  Morgan  dollar  date  and  mintmark  from  the 
first  year  of  issue,  1878,  to  the  last,  1921,  plus  some  interesting  varieties  for  a  total  of  98  ni¬ 
neties  in  all! 

We  want  to  make  it  easy  and  convenient  for  you  to  form  a  beautiful  and  meaningful 
collection  of  quality  Morgan  dollars.  Call  today  and  you  will  be  on  your  way! 

,\}our  Benefits  as  a  \  It  min  r 

1.  Buying  from  one  of  the  world's  most  established  and  most  respected  rare  coin  firms— a 
company  with  unsurpassed  financial  and  professional  credentials. 

2.  Premium  Quality,  hand-selected  coins  cherrvpicked  to  your  specifications,  backed  bv  our 
money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  In  addition,  each  coin  will  be  graded  bv  PCGS,  NGC, 
or  another  grading  service  of  your  choice  or,  if  you  prefer,  uncertified  to  place  in  an  album. 

3.  First  choice  of  coins  we  acquire  from  old-time  collections,  estates,  our  coast-to-coast  buy¬ 
ing  trips,  and  all  new  purchases  that  cross  our  threshold! 

4.  A  4%  discount  on  every  coin!  That  will  add  up  to  additional  savings  for  vou! 

5.  A  30%  discount  on  albums  and  holders  in  which  to  store  and  display  your  collection. 

6.  A  20%  discount  on  all  books  wre  offer. 

7.  A  FREE  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin  Collector  for  as  long  as  you  are 
a  member! 

8.  A  FREE  bonus  book,  A  Buyer's  Guitle  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States. 

9.  A  personal  checklist  for  you  to  keep  an  inventory  of  your  collection. 

10.  Our  latest  Morgan  dollar  listing  sent  via  email  or  fax  once  a  w'eek  (upon  request). 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


4 


1894-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,095 

1894- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,825 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 875 


1894-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,095 

1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,825 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 875 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lustre. 
Needle-sharp  strike.  Far  nicer  than  the  usually 
seen  specimens  of  this  key  San  Francisco  Mint  is¬ 
sue.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a  particularly 
choice  1895-S,  your  quest  ends  here! . 3,895 


Another  Beautiful  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Another  really  choice 
1895-S . 3,895 


1895-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,095 

1895-S  EF-45  (PCI) . 495 


1895-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,095 

1895-S  EF-45  (PCI) . 495 


1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  the  MS-66 

level . 1,250 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 


1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rare  so 
fine.  Another  of  the  many  really  nice  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  we've  bought  recently . 2,495 


level . 1,250 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 


A  Footnote  to  History 
from  D.D. 

The  following  is  from  D.D.,  who  com¬ 
mented:  "I  really  enjoy  your  publications. 
They  are  sufficiently  interesting  that  they 
deserve  to  be  on  every  newsstand  in  the 
country." 

Enclosed  was  a  clipping  from  the 
Fort  Lauderdale  Sun-Sentinel,  October 
20, 1998,  a  tribute  by  Tom  Jicha  to  Rich¬ 
ard  Andrews,  an  insurance  investiga¬ 
tor  who  had  recently  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  62.  The  article  noted  in  part: 

Mr.  Andrews,  who  maintained  of¬ 
fices  in  Broward  and  Miami-Dade  coun¬ 
ties  until  he  went  into  semi-retirement 
with  his  move  to  Palm  Beach,  gained 
worldwide  attention  in  1968,  when  he 
recovered  the  Brasher  doubloon  coin. 
Once  owned  by  George  Washington 
[sic],  it  had  been  stolen  from  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  and  was  missing  for  2-1/2  years 
when  Mr.  Andrews,  working  another 
case  in  Miami,  heard  whispers  about  it. 

"You  hear  a  lot  of  things  in  Miami," 
Mr.  Andrews  said  at  the  time.  "After  all, 
the  best  thieves  in  the  world  live  here." 

Not  willing  to  tip  his  sources,  Mr. 
Andrews  recovered  the  coin  but  de¬ 
clined  to  tell  police  how.  The  fact  that  he 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  those  on  both 
sides  of  the  law  led  to  many  subsequent 
tips  and  recoveries.  The  movie  Tony 
Rome  was  inspired  by  one  of  Mr. 
Andrews'  cases... 


1896-0  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Elusive  in  all  Mint  State 
grades . 1,095 

1896- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Always  in  demand 

in  Mint  State  and  quite  scarce  so  fine  (although 
worn  pieces  abound) . 1,095 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Another  of  the  few  in¬ 
expensive  dates  of  the  1890s . 35 

1897- 0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  Mint  State 

(the  same  can  be  said  for  nearly  all  other  Morgan 
dollars  in  this  listing,  as  noted) . 1,650 

1897-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1897- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 565 

1898- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 599 

1899- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1899- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1900- 0/CC  Overmintmark.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of 

the  most  interesting  and  curious  varieties  in  the 
Morgan  series . 1,575 

1900-0/ CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 355 

1900-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1900- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

Time  was  when  nearly  all  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint 
coins  of  the  late  1890s  and  early  1900s  were  great  rarities.  Then 
came  the  Treasury  Hoard  dispersal  of  the  early  1960s.  The 
story  of  this  is  related  in  some  detail,  together  with  a  listing  of 
dates  and  mintmarks  involved,  in  Dave  Bowers'  book,  Ameri¬ 
can  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  a  copy  of  which  should  be  on 
your  coffee  table  or  at  your  bedside. 

1901- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce 
at  the  MS-66  level.  Considering  this  series  is 
front  row  center  in  popularity,  and  considering 
the  quality  and  value  we  offer,  you've  come  to 
the  right  place.  Each  Morgan  dollar  is  guaran¬ 
teed  to  please  you,  or  an  instant  refund  will  be 
given.  By  the  way,  only  rarely  does  anyone  ever 
ask  for  a  refund,  but  the  guarantee  is  there  if 


you  want  it! . 1,695 

1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1903-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 245 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 


Rare  Mint  State  1903-S  $1 


1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desired  issues  in 
the  series.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased 


when  you  open  your  package  from  us . 4,895 

1904-0  MS-65  Brilliant . 119 

1904-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1904-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  « 
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United  State s  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


'■A 


Choice  and  Rare  1904-S  Morgan  $1 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCC.S).  Brilliant.  A  superb  specimen  ot 
one  of  the  most  highly  prized  coins  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series . 3,250 


1904-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,195 

1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1921  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  peripheral 

toning . 275 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 275 


With  tht>  1921-D  the  curCnn  rings  down  on  the  Morgan 
dollar  series  — and  what  a  truly  beautiful  selection  we  have 
offered!  Check  the  preceding  listings  very  carefully  and  seize 
the  opportunity  to  start  a  specialized  collection  or  add  to  one 
that  you  already  have.  You  will  be  delighted  with  our  quality 
and  value  for  the  price  paid. 

Peace  Dollars 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  offer  a 
splendid  selection  of  Peace  silver  dollars.  We  have 
been  out  in  the  hinterlands  writing  checks,  and  you  — 
from  the  comfort  of  your  armchair  and  with  a 
telephone  at  hand  for  easy  ordering -are  the  benefi¬ 
ciary!  Sometimes  we  wish  that  we  could  --/in/  at  home 
and  our  customers  could  travel  tens  of  thousands  of 
miles  each  year  to  track  down  coins  for  its  Anyway, 
that  hasn't  happened  and  won't  happen  — traveling  is 
part  of  being  a  coin  dealer.  Although  we  have  grad¬ 
ing  numbers,  lots  of  advisory  books  and  items  in 
print,  the  telephone,  the  Internet,  and  other  things, 
still  we  have  found  no  way  to  get  past  the  fact  that  to 
buy  a  coin  for  stock  we  need  to  examine  it  carefully  m 
person  and  studi /  it  in  detail.  Again,  you  are  the  benefi¬ 
ciary  of  all  this  effort. 

Peace  dollars  are  a  verv  attractive  series,  particu¬ 
larly  in  higher  grades  such  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65.  Despite  the  strength  of  the  present  market, 
many  Peace  dollars -probably  even  the  majority  of 
them  — are  cheaper  today  than  they  were  10  years 
ago.  Perhaps -just  perhaps -this  will  translate  into 
an  opportunity. 

1921  Peace.  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant.  189 


1921  Peace.  AU-55  (PCI).  Brilliant . 99 

1922  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 


1922  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1922  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 


1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  little  bonanza,  here: 
A  few  months  ago  we  bought  a  little  hoard  of 
these,  each  certified  by  PCGS,  and  acquired  it  at 
a  price  that  wasn't  a  great  deal  more  than  the  ba¬ 
sic  cost  for  PCGS  certification!  These  have  been 
selling  rather  quickly,  but  we  still  have  a  few 
dozen  left.  If  you  want  one,  buy  a  single  piece  for 


S29  or  a  group  of  10  for . 279 

1922  MS-60.  Brilliant . 15 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 395 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1922-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1922-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1922-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1922- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 34 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1923  MS-46  Ft  I  5)  Brilliant . 

1923  MS65.  Brilliant.  . . 159 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant .  4^ 

1923  MS-64  (AN ACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 49 

1923  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . . 49 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  just  purchased  a  nice  group  of 
these.  We  offer  vou  one,  ideal  for  a  type  set,  for  29 
1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1923  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 29 

1913  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

1923- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1923-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

W23-SMSM  Brilliant . 219 

1924  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1924  MSbO  Brilliant  . H 


1924-S  MS-64  (AN ACS)  Brilliant.  An  exceptional 
example  of  one  of  the  most  elusive  Peace  silver 
dollars  at  this  grade  level.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur,  especially  considering  that  it  sells  for  so 
much  less  than  the  next  highest  grade,  MS-65.  Buv 


this  lovely  specimen  for . 1,350 

1924-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 389 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 389 

1924- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 230 

1925  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1925  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1925- S  MS-64  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce  at  this 

grade  level . 665 

1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

1925-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  light  golden  toning . 115 

1925- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 39 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 310 

1926  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44 

1926  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1926- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 659 


THE  KEY  TO  SUCCESS! 


The  Top  1  oo  Morcjan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 

by  Michael  S.  Fey,  PhD  and  Jeff  Oxman 

A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most  popular 
Morgan  dollar  varieties.  Excellent  for  those 
who  wish  to  "cherrypick”  for  valuable  die  va¬ 
rieties.  137  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound  Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  price 
$24.95.  Leatherette.  Stock  No.  BFE-301  List 
price  $24.95. 

For  your  special  discount  price  see  page  69. 


J 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Jk  - 

1926-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  just  a 


whisper  of  light  peripheral  toning . 659 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1926-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  peripheral 

toning . 975 

1926-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1926- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 35 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1927- D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of  this 

scarce  variety . 575 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 229 

1927-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 145 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1927-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 139 

1927-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1927-S  MS-64.  Lustrous.  One  of  the  more  important 

coins  in  the  series . 710 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces.  Hard  to  find 

this  nice . 710 

1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 710 


Low  Mintage  Gem  1928  $1 


1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  specimen  of  the 
lowest  mintage  issue  in  the  Peace  silver  dollar 


series,  a  beautiful  coin . 3,495 

1928  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1928  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1928-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful.  Very 
scarce  at  this  grade  level,  a  key  coin  in  the  Peace 

dollar  series . 1,595 

1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  A  beautiful 

specimen . 1,595 

1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Lots  of  basic  value  here,  in  our 

opinion . 319 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,495 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 


To  Place  your  Order: 

Call  Toll-Free:  1-800-222-5993 
Fax  its:  (603)  569-5319 
e-mail:  dirsales@bowersandmeretia.com 


1934-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,250 


1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,250 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 675 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

gold  peripheral  toning . 675 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 


Lustrous  1934-S  Rarity 


1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  4,795 

Choice  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  on 
frosty  surfaces . 3,195 


The  Latest  Old  Mint  (S.F.)  Nezvs 

The  following  is  an  article  from  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  submitted  by  reader  Gordon 
Pedersen: 


Clean  Up  the  Old  Mint 

Plan  after  plan  for  the  Old  Mint  at  Fifth 
and  Mission  streets  in  downtown  San 
Francisco  has  stalled.  Meanwhile,  the  124- 
year  old  fortress,  built  by  President  Ulysses 
S.  Grant  as  a  gold  repository,  is  slipping 
into  unsightly  decay. 

Graffiti  markings  smear  its  sides.  The 
skimpy  landscaping  is  more  bedraggled 
than  ever.  Pigeons  and  dozing  derelicts 
lounge  on  the  steps.  Tourists  guided  by  old 
books  occasionally  show  up. 

The  simple,  square  three-story  building 
was  once  the  largest  federal  building  in  the 
West.  In  the  days  following  the  Gold  Rush, 
it  guarded  most  of  the  nation's  gold.  Later, 
it  was  one  of  the  few  south  of  Market  Street 
buildings  to  survive  the  1906  earthquake. 
For  generations  of  Bay  Area  school  kids, 
the  Old  Mint  taught  history  lessons  until  it 
was  closed  on  December  30, 1994. 


The  latest  plan  involves  the  city  taking 
over  the  federal  building,  but  no  one  is 
holding  their  breath.  In  the  meantime,  its 
federal  caretakers  should  not  allow  this 
historic  structure  to  decay.  The  General 
Services  Administration,  the  federal  agency 
charged  with  the  safekeeping  of  unused 
government  buildings,  should  make  sure 
the  slide  is  halted.  San  Francisco,  if  it  wants 
to  be  the  new  landlord,  should  make  every 
effort  to  push  its  plans  to  conclusion. 

Editor's  note:  This  is  the  second  San  Francisco 
Mint  which  replaced  the  first  (which  was  on 
Commercial  Street).  The  cornerstone  for  the  new 
mint  was  laid  in  1870,  and  the  facility  was  opened 
for  business  in  1874,  continuing  until  1937  wlum 
it  was  replaced  by  another  facility  on  Duboce 
Street.  In  1906  the  granite-faced  San  Francisco 
Mint  did,  indeed,  survive  the  earthquake  and  fire, 
as  it  had  its  own  well  and  water  supply,  and  an- 
ployecs  worked  to  keip  the  roof  doused. 
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Jlere's  how  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  works: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking)  a  package  of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting 
coins  will  arrive  in  your  mailbox!  Each  coin  will  be  carefully  hand-picked  for  its  eye  appeal 
and  quality,  and  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We  guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best:  Morgan  silver  dollars,  United  States  gold  coins,  In¬ 
dian  cents,  commemorative  half  dollars.  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars— you  name  it.  You 
let  us  know  the  grades  vou  prefer.  If  you  want  only  PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins,  or  "raw" 
coins,  let  us  know  and  we  will  comply.  We  will  review  the  coins  and  pick  only  the  pieces 
we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collection. 

Gail  Watson  and  Janet  Lavertue  will  personally  make  each  selection  for  vou,  keeping 
track  of  coins  you  already  have.  Current  CPP  members  agree  that  personal  service,  quality  of 
coins  acquired,  and  flexibility  are  the  greatest  attributes  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

Jlere  is  ir hat  you  will  receive  each  mouth: 

Month  by  month,  vour  collection  will  grow.  You  and  your  family  will  enjoy  vour  coins 
and  will  be  proud  to  own,  study,  and  display  them. 

And,  here's  an  additional  attraction  for  Collection  Portfolio  Program  members:  Each 
coin  will  be  invoiced  at  a  special  4%  discount  from  our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that's  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins  and  personal  serv  ice  and  attention,  you'll 
receive  our  periodical  publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Com  Collector  free  of  charge. 
And,  ever\'  once  in  a  while  you'll  receive  special  offers  that  are  not  publicly  advertised. 


J  Im  is  how  to  join: 


Telephone  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  at  1-800-222-5993,  credit  card  in  hand.  Let 
them  know  your  collecting  interests,  the  amount  you  would  like  to  spend  each  month 
(minimum:  $100),  and  the  grades  you  would  like.  Your  first  shipment  of  beautiful  coins  will 
be  in  vour  mailbox  before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to  change  the  grade  vou  desire,  your  monthly 
payment,  the  series  you  collect,  and  you  are  under  no  obligation  to  continue  the  program. 
If  you  are  like  most  of  our  clients,  you’ll  be  a  "happy  camper"  for  a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby.  As  a  member  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Pro¬ 
gram  you'll  really  have  a  great  time!  We  look  forward  to  having  you  with  us. 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Another  Rare  1934-S 


1934-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace  silver 
dollar  series . 3,195 


A  Final  MS-63  1934-S 


1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  .  3,195 
1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce.  A  dandy 


1934-S  at  this  grade  level . 1,895 

1934-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 695 

1934- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 535 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 659 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  659 
1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue . 1,150 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper 

of  light  rose  peripheral  toning . 1,150 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245 

1935-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 


Trade  Dollars 

We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  trade  dollars  in¬ 
cluding  new  purchases.  Among  the  listings  are  many 
pieces  in  a  group  recently  acquired  from  the  Orient  — 
the  coins  having  been  on  that  side  of  the  Pacific  for 
more  than  a  century! 

1873  Proof-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  specimen  at 
this  grade  level  of  the  first  Proof  issue  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 1,295 


Choice  1873  Trade  Dollar 


1873  MS-64.  Gorgeous  light  champagne  toning.  3,450 
Trade  dollars  of  the  1873  and  1874  years  are  especially 
hard  to  find  in  higher  levels  of  Mint  State.  Those  that  circu¬ 
lated  stateside  quickly  became  worn.  Those  that  were  shipped 
to  China  were  mostly  transshipped  to  India  and  melted  at  the 


Calcutta  Mint. 

1873  MS-62.  Brilliant . 975 

1873-CC  AU-53.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1873-S  AU-58.  A  lovely  specimen . 650 

1873- S  EF-45 .  375 

1874- CC  EF-45.  Brilliant . 265 

1874-CC  Chopmarked.  EF-45 . 125 

1874-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1874-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1874-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 245 

1874-S  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 165 

1874-S  EF-45 .  209 

1874-S  Chopmarked.  EF-45 . 159 

1874-S  EF-40 . 185 

1874- S  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 135 

1875- CC  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  AU-50 . 179 


1875-CC  Type  I/I.  EF-40.  Nicely  toned .  245 

1875-CC  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF-40 . 145 


Attractive  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  All  designs 
are  sharply  defined  save  for  a  few  obverse  stars. 


A  lovely  coin  for  the  specialist . 2,995 

1875-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  AU-50 . 159 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  EF-45 . 179 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF-45 . 149 

1875-S  Type  1/ 1.  EF-40 . 165 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF-40 . 145 

1875-S  Type  1/ II.  AU-58.  A  tiny  rim  nick  is  mentioned 

for  accuracy  sake  and  priced  accordingly . 239 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/II.  EF-40 . 145 


1876  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.  1,195 


Desirable  1876  Proof  $1  Trade 


1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  desirable 
and  somewhat  scarce  Proof  of  this  variety.  2,795 
1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Attractive  rose  and 

magenta  toning . 1,695 

1876  Type  I/II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,450 


U.S.  Struck  " Trade  Dollars"  in  1949 


Most  of  us  are  aware  that  the  various 
United  States  mints  struck  silver  trade  dol¬ 
lars  for  circulation  from  1873  to  1878,  and 
Proofs  for  collectors  from  1873  to  1885. 

Less  well  known  is  that  the  fact  that 
trade  dollars,  albeit  of  a  different  sort, 
were  struck  in  1949: 

In  1949,  the  United  States  desired  to 
send  silver  trade  coins  to  Chiang  Kai-Shek 
and  the  Republic  of  China.  Neu>  dies  for  an 
1898-dated  Mexico  City  Mint  (Mo  mint- 


mark),  assayer's  initials  AM,  one-peso  sil¬ 
ver  "dollar"  were  created.  These  differed 
from  originals  made  in  Mexico  in  1898  in 
that  originals  had  139  beads  around  the 
reverse  border,  while  restrikes  had  134. 
The  San  Francisco  Mint  restruck  2,000,000 
1898-dated  Mexican  one-peso  coins,  and 
the  Mexico  City  Mint  restruck  8,250,000 
similar  pieces.  Thus,  in  1949  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  produced  2,000,000  silver 
"trade  dollars." 


Coming  Your  Way! 

Some  really  interesting  issues  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  and  the  Coin  Collector 
are  in  the  works.  Be  sure  your  sub¬ 
scription  is  up  to  date,  so  as  not  to  miss 
a  single  one!  And,  some  really  notable 
auction  catalogues  will  be  arriving  in 
your  mailbox,  too. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Key  1876-CC  Trade  $1 


1876-CC  Type  I/I  I.  MS-62  (NGC).  Iridescent  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  Very  sharply  struck.  A 


notable  rarity  in  this  grade  level,  a  coin  which  is 
seldom  encountered  in  Mint  State.  It  is  always  a 


joy  to  buy  one  and  offer  it  for  sale . 8,450 

1876-S  Type  1/1.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lilac  toning. ...  1,195 

1876-SType  I/I.  AU-50 .  235 

1876-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  AU-50 . 159 

1876-SType  1/ 1.  EF-40. . 165 

1876-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF-40 . 145 

1876-S  Chopmarked.  Type  1/ II.  EF-40 . 145 

1876-SType  11/ II.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 289 


1877  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of  golden  brown 
can  be  seen  at  the  obverse  periphery.  Notable  as 
the  last  trade  dollar  issue  struck  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  in  business  strike  format.  All  subse- 


Remembering  Michael  G.  lacocca 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  read  with  sadness  the  obituary  of 
Michael  G.  lacocca,  age  86,  who  for  many 
years  was  an  engraver  and  sculptor  in  the 
Engraving  Department  of  the  United  States 
Mint  in  Philadelphia.  The  artist,  who  died 
in  Allentown,  PA,  September  30,  was  re¬ 
membered  by  Coin  World  as  follows: 

Mr.  lacocca  designed  and  executed  por¬ 
traits  of  Robert  Kennedy,  Joe  Louis,  Adm. 
Hyman  Rickover,  Dannv  Thomas,  Alex¬ 
ander  Calder  and  Aaron  Copland  and  for 
congressional  gold  medals. 

He  also  designed  the  Ellis  Island  Medal 
of  Honor,  the  75th-anniversary  medal  for  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  Catharine  of  Sienna  in  Allen¬ 
town,  a  plaque  for  the  Percy  Ruhe  Park  in 
Allentown,  and  designed  and  sculptured  the 
John  F.  Kennedy  award  for  the  All-American 
Collegiate  Golf  Foundation  for  the  past  35 
years. 

Mr.  lacocca  was  a  member  of  the  Acad¬ 
emy  of  Vocal  Arts  in  Philadelphia  and  sculp¬ 
tured  relief  portraits  of  prominent  opera  sing¬ 
ers,  some  of  whom  were  alumni  of  the  acad¬ 
emy.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Fellowship 
of  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts.  Mr. 
lacocca  was  a  World  War  II  veteran  and  a 
member  of  the  US  Air  Force  Reserves.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts  in  Philadelphia  and  later  served  as  its  su¬ 
perintendent.  He  was  the  founder  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  National  Youth  Hall  of  Fame. 

Mr.  lacocca  is  survived  by  his  wife  of  52 
years,  Marguerite,  three  daughters,  a  son,  a 


brother,  a  sister,  five  grandchildren  and  six 
great-grandchildren.  He  was  preceded  in 
death  by  a  son. 

On  a  number  of  trips  I  have  made  to  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  over  the  years,  Mike 
lacocca  always  extended  me  a  warm  w  el¬ 
come.  In  case  anyone  winders  and  to  an¬ 
swer  an  obvious  question:  he  wras  cousin  to 
Lee  lacocca,  of  Chrysler  Corporation  and 
Statue  of  Liberty'  restoration  fame. 

Mike  was  a  fine  fellow,  and  I  recall  that 
when  I  was  president  of  the  ANA  (1983-83) 
he  sculpted  my  likeness  in  clay  and  gave  me  a 
reproduction  of  it.  He  thought  that  the  ANA 
might  wrant  to  begin  issuing  a  series  of  med¬ 
als  show  ing  current  presidents,  but  1  did  not 
pursue  the  matter  further  because  I  thought 
that  the  person  depicted  should  not  be  the 
one  advancing  the  case  for  such  a  project. 

One  of  Mike  lacocca's  jobs  in  the  Engrav¬ 
ing  Department  at  the  Mint  was  adding  D 
and  S  mintmarks  to  working  dies  for  United 
States  coinage.  For  the  record,  during  one 
visit  under  his  watchful  eye  and  after  his 
careful  instruction,  he  let  me  take  a  D  mint- 
mark  punch  and  a  little  hammer  and  add  a 
D  to  a  Washington  quarter  die. 

He  then  checked  the  finished  product, 
and  pronounced  it  satisfactory.  (I  suppose  I 
should  have  given  the  mintmark  a  sidewise 
twist,  or  punched  an  S  mintmark  over  it- 
just  kidding!). 

Mike,  a  really  fine  gentleman,  will  be 
fondly  remembered  by  all  who  knew  him. 


quent  dates  are  Proof-only  issues . 1,395 

1877  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 185 

1877  EF-45.  Nicely  toned . 195 

1877  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 135 

1877  Chopmarked.  VF-30 . 119 

1877-S  Chopmarked.  AU-55 . 169 

1877-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 245 

1877-S  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 159 

1K77-S  EF-45 . 195 

1877-S  Chopmarked.  MinuteS.  EF-45 . 165 

1877-S  EF-40 . 169 

1877- S  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 145 

1878- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1878-S  EF-45.  Very  attractive . 189 


Choice  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 


(HUHUIIIti,, 


1879  Proof-64  (NGC).  Ljght  golden  surfaces.  A  choice 
specimen  of  this  ever-popular  low  -mintage  date 
(which  we  can  never  manage  to  keep  in  stock  for 
very  long) . . . 3,495 


1881  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Golden,  gray,  and  indescent 
toning . 2,350 


Hoardlet  from  the  Orient! 

1874-CC  AU-50.  We  recently  purchased  a  hoardlet  of 
trade  dollars  brought  back  from  the  Orient!  Each 
coin  is  lightly  cleaned  (the  person  finding  these 
was  not  a  numismatist!),  but  is  quite  attractive. 
We  expect  these  to  go  quickly.  Check  out  this  and 


the  following  listings . 319 

1874-S  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 209 

1874- S  EF-45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 185 

1875- CC  Type  1/1.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 265 

1875-CC  Type  1/1.  EF-45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 245 

1875-S  Type  1/1.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 165 

1875- S  Type  I/I.  EF-45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 159 

1876- CC  Type  I/II.  AU-55.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 495 

1876-S  Tvpe  I/I.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 165 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 210 
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"Teddy"  Roosevelt 
Writes  about  Saint-Gaudens 


One  of  our  readers,  Robert  Young,  re¬ 
cently  sent  the  following  excerpt  from  Theodore 
Roosevelt's  autobiography.  As  numismatists, 
we  all  owe  a  debt  both  to  President  Roosevelt 
(the  most  numismatically  aware  person  ever  to 
occupy  the  Wlnte  House)  and  to  Saint- 
Gaudens  (America's  most  acclaimed  sculptor  in 
1905  when  he  was  commissioned  to  redesign 
our  coinage;  today  we  enjoy  his  $10  and  $20 
designs  first  made  in  1907). 

Theodore  Roosevelt  was  president  from 
1901  to  1909.  In  his  own  words: 

Certain  things  were  done  of  which  the 
economic  bearing  was  remote,  but  which 
bore  directly  upon  our  welfare,  because 
they  add  to  the  beauty  of  living  and  there¬ 
fore  to  the  joy  of  life.  Securing  a  great  artist, 
Saint-Gaudens,  to  give  us  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  coinage  since  the  decay  of  Hellenistic 
Greece  was  one  such  act. 

In  this  case  I  had  power  myself  to  di¬ 
rect  the  Mint  to  employ  Saint-Gaudens. 
The  first,  and  most  beautiful,  of  his  coins 
were  issued  in  thousands  before  Congress 
could  intervene;  and  a  great  and  perma¬ 
nent  improvement  was  made  in  the  beauty 
of  the  coinage. 

In  the  same  way,  on  the  advice  and 
suggestion  of  Frank  Millet,  we  got  some 
really  capital  medals  by  sculptors  of  the 
first  rank.  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  was  a 
very  great  sculptor.  This  makes  all  the 
world  his  debtor;  but  in  a  peculiar  sense  it 
makes  his  countrymen  his  debtors.  In  any 
nation  those  citizens  who  possess  the  pride 
in  their  nationality,  without  which  they 
cannot  claim  to  be  good  citizens,  must  feel 
a  particular  satisfaction  in  the  deeds  of  ev¬ 
ery  man  who  adds  to  the  sum  of  worthy 
national  achievement. 

The  great  nations  of  antiquity,  of  the 
middle  ages,  and  of  modern  times  were 
and  are  great  in  each  case,  not  only  because 


of  the  collective  achievement  of  each 
people  as  a  whole,  but  because  of  the  sum 
of  the  achievements  of  the  men  of  special 
eminence;  and  this  whether  they  excelled 
in  warcraft  or  statecraft,  as  road-makers  or 
cathedral-builders,  as  men  of  letters,  men 
of  art,  or  men  of  science.  The  field  of  effort 
is  almost  limitless;  and  pre-eminent  suc¬ 
cess  in  any  part  of  it  is  not  only  a  good 
thing  for  humanity  as  a  whole,  but  should 
be  especially  prized  by  the  nation  to  which 
the  man  achieving  the  success  belongs. 

Our  success  in  the  field  of  pure  art,  as 
in  the  fields  of  pure  literature  and  pure  sci¬ 
ence,  has  been  behind  the  success  we  have 
achieved  in  providing,  by  the  practical  ap¬ 
plication  of  art  and  science,  for  bodily  com¬ 
fort,  bodily  welfare,  and  for  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  industrial  mechanism  which  forms 
the  framework  and  skeleton  of  our  modem 
civilization.  The  twilight  of  letters  contin¬ 
ues;  but  much  is  now  being  done  in  the 
field  of  art;  and  Saint-Gaudens  was  an  art¬ 
ist  who  can  hardly  be  placed  too  high.  Be¬ 
fore  touching  on  his  larger  feats,  a  word  as 
to  something  of  less,  but  yet  of  real,  impor¬ 
tance; 

Saint-Gaudens  gave  us  for  the  first 
time  a  beautiful  coinage,  a  coinage  worthy 
of  this  country,  a  coinage  not  yet  properly 
appreciated,  but  up  to  which  both  the  offi¬ 
cial  and  the  popular  mind  will  in  the  end 
grow.  The  first  few  thousands  of  the  Saint- 
Gaudens'  gold  coins  [the  MCMVII  High 
Relief  $20  coins]  are,  I  believe,  more  beauti¬ 
ful  than  any  coins  since  the  days  of  the 
Greeks,  and  they  achieve  their  striking 
beauty  because  Saint-Gaudens  not  only 
possessed  a  perfect  mastery  in  the  physical 
address  of  his  craft,  but  also  a  daring  and 
original  imagination. 

His  full-length  figure  of  Liberty  hold¬ 
ing  the  torch  is  his  own  conception.  His 
flying  eagle  and  standing  eagle  are  each  in 


its  own  way 
equally  good. 
His  head  of  Lib¬ 
erty  is  not  only  a  strik¬ 
ingly  beautiful  head,  but  characteristically 
and  typically  American  in  that  for  the 
headdress  he  has  used  one  of  the  few  re¬ 
ally  typical,  and  at  the  same  time,  really 
beautiful,  pieces  of  wearing  gear  ever  pro¬ 
duced  independently  on  this  continent  — 
the  bonnet  of  eagle  plumes.  The  comments 
so  frequently  made  upon  this  eagle-feather 
headdress  illustrate  curiously  the  exceed¬ 
ingly  conventional  character  of  much  of 
our  criticism  and  the  frequent  inability  to 
understand  originality  until  it  has  won  its 
place.  Most  of  the  criticism  was  based 
upon  the  assumption  that  only  an  Indian 
could  wear  a  feather  headdress,  and  that 
the  head  of  Liberty  ought  to  have  a 
Phrygian  cap,  or  Greek  helmet,  or  some 
classic  equivalent. 

Now,  of  course,  this  was  nonsense. 
There  is  no  more  reason  why  a  feather 
headdress  should  always  be  held  to  denote 
an  Indian  than  why  a  Phrygian  cap  should 
always  be  held  to  denote  a  Phrygian.  The 
Indian  in  his  own  way  finely  symbolizes 
freedom  and  a  life  of  liberty.  It  is  idle  to  in¬ 
sist  that  the  head  or  figure  of  Liberty  shall 
only  appear  in  the  hackneyed  and  conven¬ 
tional  trappings  which  conventional  and 
unoriginal  minds  have  gradually  grown  to 
ascribe  to  her.  A  great  artist  with  the  bold¬ 
ness  of  genius  could  see  that  the  American 
Liberty  should,  if  possible,  have  something 
distinctively  American  about  her;  and  it 
was  an  addition  to  the  sum  of  the  art  of  all 
nations  that  this  particular  figure  of  Liberty 
should  not  be  a  mere  slavish  copy  of  all 
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other  figures  of  Liberty.  So  Saint-Gaudens 
put  the  American  Liberty  in  an  American 
headdress. 

Up  to  the  time  of  this  coin  the  most 
beautiful  American  coin  was  the  small 
gold  coin  which  carried  the  Indian's  head 
with  the  feather  headdress  [the  1854  Type 
II  gold  $1  and  the  1854  $3],  and  we  now 
again  have  the  smaller  gold  coinage  with 
the  Indian's  head;  but  Saint-Gaudens'  was 
the  head  of  Liberty,  the  head  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Liberty,  and  it  was  eminently  fitting 
that  such  a  head  should  carry  a  very  beau¬ 
tiful  and  a  pure  and  characteristically 
American  headdress.  So  much  for  the 
Saint-Gaudens  coins. 

In  dealing  with  his  larger  work  I  can, 
of  course,  speak  only  as  a  layman.  But  the 
work  of  a  verv  great  artist  must  be  judged 
by  the  impression  it  makes  not  only  upon 
other  artists  but  also  upon  laymen.  I  know 
well  the  danger  of  passing  judgment  about 
the  great  men  of  the  present,  for  anv  such 
judgment  must  be  made  with  full  knowl¬ 
edge  that  it  may  be  falsified  when  things 
are  seen  through  the  perspective  of  the 
ages.  Yet  I  cannot  but  hazard  a  guess  that 
Saint-Gaudens'  works  will  stand  in  the 
forefront  among  the  masterpieces  of  the 
sculptors  of  the  greatest  periods  and  the 
greatest  peoples.  He  worked  among  his 
own  people,  and  his  work  was  of  his  own 
time;  but  yet  it  was  of  all  time,  for  in  his 
subject  he  ever  seized  and  portrayed  that 
which  was  undying.  His  genius  had  that 
lofty  quality  of  insight  which  enables  a 
man  to  see  to  the  root  of  things,  to  discard 
all  trappings  that  are  not  essential,  and  to 
grasp  close  at  hand  in  the  present  the 
beauty  and  majesty  which  in  most  men's 
eyes  are  dimmed  until  distance  has  soft¬ 
ened  the  harsh  angles  and  blotted  out  the 
trivial  and  the  unlovely.  He  had,  further¬ 
more,  that  peculiar  kind  of  genius  in  which 
a  soaring  imagination  is  held  in  check  by  a 
self-mastery  which  eliminates  all  risk  of 
the  fantastic  and  the  overstrained.  He 
knew  when  to  give  the  most  complete  rein 
to  this  imagination.  He  also  knew  when  to 
turn  to  the  men  and  women  about  him, 
and  to  produce  his  great  effect  by  portray¬ 
ing  them  as  they  actually  were  —  and  yet  as 
a  little  more  than  they  seemed  to  all  but  the 
most  clear-sighted,  because  under  his  hand 


the  soul  within  appeared,  no  less  than  the 
man's  physical  being. 

Take  his  extraordinary  statue  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman.  There  never  was  a  more 
typically  democratic  general  than  gaunt, 
grizzled  old  Tecumseh  Sherman,  homely 
and  simple  in  all  his  ways,  and  yet  with 
the  courage  of  tempered  steel.  When  I 
heard  that  Saint-Gaudens  intended  to  have 
this  typically  modern  democratic  soldier 
portrayed  as  riding  on  horseback  with  the 
horse  led  by  a  winged  Victory,  1  did  not 


believe  it  possible  that  even  Saint-Gaudens 
could  succeed.  I  was  afraid  we  should 
have  another  of  the  innumerable  examples 
of  that  folly  which  in  one  form  puts  Wash¬ 
ington  in  a  toga,  or  Louis  XIV,  with  his 
peruke,  in  a  Roman  corset,  the  folly  which 
in  another  form  portrays  Graces,  Muses,  or 
Angels,  obviously  unreal  and  irrelevant, 
disporting  themselves  around  an  obvi¬ 
ously  fleshly  hero. 

But  Saint-Gaudens,  greatly  daring, 
produced  a  wonderful  work  of  art.  His 
Victory  is  one  of  the  finest  figures  of  its 
kind,  and  the  plain,  grim,  rugged  old  sol¬ 
dier  riding  alongside  is  so  wrought  that,  in 
addition  to  the  general,  whom  all  men 
knew,  those  who  look  upon  the  statue 
must  also  see  the  soul  of  the  man  himself, 
and  the  soul  of  the  people  whose  high  and 
eager  hope  dwelt  in  him  when  he  marched 
to  battle.  [It  is  not  clear  if  Roosevelt  real¬ 
ized  that  it  was  Saint-Gaudens'  Victor}/ 
statue  that  was  used  as  the  central  figure 


on  the  MCMVII  $20.] 

In  the  figure  on  the  Adams  grave, 
and  in  the  figure  called  "Silence"  there 
was  nothing  to  hamper  the  play  of  the 
artist's  thought,  and  he  produced  two 
striking  creations  of  pure  imagination. 
The  strange,  shrouded,  sitting  woman, 
the  draped  woman  who  stands,  impress 
the  beholder  with  thought  he  caqnot 
fathom,  w'ith  the  weird  awe  of  unearthly 
things;  of  that  horizon  ever  surrounding 
mankind,  where  the  shadowy  and  the 
unreal  veil  from  view'  whatever  there  is 
beyond,  w'hether  of  splendor  or  of 
gloom.  In  Farragut,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
see  the  fighting  admiral  as  he  stood  on  his 
quarter-deck,  the  master  of  men,  the  man 
w  ho  feared  neither  the  open  death  above 
nor  the  hidden  death  beneath;  who  fear¬ 
lessly  tried  wood  against  iron,  and  flung 
the  black  ships  against  the  forts;  but  w'ho 
had  the  power  and  the  foresight,  as  well 
as  the  courage,  that  compelled  events  to 
do  his  bidding.  His  Farragut  statue  is 
Farragut  himself;  and,  in  addition,  it  is  the 
statue  of  the  great  sea  captains  of  all  times 
of  any  age. 

Greatest  of  all  is  his  Lincoln.  Lincoln 
was  the  plain  man  of  the  people,  the 
people's  president;  homely,  gaunt,  un¬ 
gainly;  and  this  homelv  figure,  clad  in  ill-fit- 
ting  clothes  of  the  ugly  modem  type,  held 
one  of  the  loftiest  souls  that  ever  burned 
within  the  breast  of  mankind.  It  is  Saint- 
Gaudens’  peculiar  quality  that,  without 
abating  one  jot  of  the  truthfulness  of  por¬ 
trayal  of  the  man's  outside  aspect,  yet 
makes  that  outside  aspect  of  little  weight 
because  of  what  is  shown  of  the  soul  within. 
We  look  at  Saint-Gaudens'  mighty  statue  of 
mighty  Lincoln,  and  we  are  stirred  to  awe 
and  wonder  and  deyotion  for  the  great  man 
who,  in  strength  and  sorrow,  bore  the 
people's  burdens  through  the  four  years  of 
our  direst  need,  and  then,  standing  as  high 
priest  between  the  horns  of  the  altar,  poured 
out  his  own  lifeblood  for  the  nation  whose 
life  he  had  saved.  In  this  quality  of  showing 
the  soul  Saint-Gaudens'  figures  are  more 
impressive  than  the  most  beautiful  figures 
that  have  come  down  from  the  art  of  an¬ 
cient  Greece;  for  their  unequaled  beauty  is 
of  the  form  merely,  and  Saint-Gaudens'  is  of 
the  spirit  within. 
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United  States  Gold  Coins 


We  offer  a  very  pleasing  selection  of  gold  coins 
from  dollars  through  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has 
been  carefully  selected  to  offer  a  combination  of  excel¬ 
lent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus  good  value 
for  the  price  we  ask. 

Gold  Dollars 


Our  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes  examples  of 
each  of  the  three  types:  Type  I  (1849-1854),  Type  II 
(1854-1856),  and  Type  III  (1856-1889). 

1851  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  1,595 

1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1853-0  AU-58  (NGC).  brilliant.  An  interesting  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  add  a  New  Orleans  Mint  gold  dollar  to 
your  collection  for  little  more  than  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  version  would  cost . 375 

Mint  State  1854  Type  II  Gold  $1 


1854  Type  II.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous, 
very  attractive  example  of  this  highly  desired  de¬ 
sign  type.  If  you  have  been  seeking  just  the  right 
combination  of  grade  and  value  for  your  type  set, 
this  piece  may  be  the  answer . 7,495 


1855-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Lovely  and  lustrous.  This  is  the 
only  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  of  the  Type  II  de¬ 


sign . 2,395 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,250 


Rare  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 


1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  You'll  like  the  quality  of  this 
1859-S  gold  dollar,  which,  at  this  grade  level  is 
quite  rare.  Most  pieces  are  in  grades  such  as  VF  or 

EF . 2,195 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beautiful . 1,150 


1862  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 515 


Gem  1874  Gold  Dollar 


Famous  1870-S  Gold  $1  Rarity 


1870-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  splendid  brilliant  and 
frosty  specimen  of  the  only  San  Francisco  Mint 
gold  dollar  struck  after  1860,  a  low-mintage 
(just  3,000  or,  possibly,  just  2,000  were  struck) 
classic . 7,750 


Rare  Mint  State  1872  Gold  $1 


1872  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  scarce  date  in  any 

grade,  the  1872  as  offered  here  will  be  a  nice  ad¬ 
dition  to  a  fine  collection . 2,550 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce  in  this  gem 


grade . 2,695 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495 


Important  1887  Gold  Dollar 


1887  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright,  lustrous  yellow  gold  with 

faint  traces  of  orange  toning . 2,795 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 1,495 

1888  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  from 

a  nice  group  of  high-grade  gold  dollars  recently 
added  to  our  inventory . 1,195 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive . 1,650 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA’S 


Calendar 


Our  Next  Three  Coin  Shows 

February  11-13, 1999 

Long  Beach  Coin  &  Collectibles  Expo 
Long  Beach,  California 

March  19-21, 1999 

Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

April  22-25,1999 

Central  States  Convention 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 


1999  Auction  Schedule 

March  18-20, 1999 

Baltimore,  Maryland 
in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/ Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

May  7-10, 1999 

New  York  City,  New  York 
A  Special  Sale! 

May  29-31, 1999 

Los  Angeles,  California 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

August  9, 1999 

Chicago,  Illinois 
The  Rarities  Sale 

Now  accepting  consignments! 

...plus  many  more! 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  specimen  of 
the  last  year  of  the  denomination . 1,150 

Quarter  Eagles 
($2.50  Gold) 

Quarter  eagles  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
range  from  the  1830s  onward  and  include  along  the 
way  a  nice  selection  of  "types"  as  well  as  scarce  issues 


and  high-grade  pieces. 

1837  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1837  EF-40  (NGC).  Brilliant . 465 


Mint  State  1847  $2.50 


1847  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  While  the  1847  is  not  a 
rarity  in  worn  grades,  at  the  Mint  State  level  it  is 


J.C.N.  Writes 

"I  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  you  but  I  continually  enjoy 
your  many  articles  and  the  very  im¬ 
pressive  auction  catalogues  you  pub¬ 
lish.  Because  your  descriptions  are  gen¬ 
erally  very  accurate,  I  thought  you 
might  be  interested  in  correcting  an  er¬ 
ror  in  your  records  that  I  noted  in  your 
catalogue  of  coins  sold  in  Baltimore  on 
November  12-14, 1998. 

I  refer  to  Lot  2113,  which  is  an  1850- 
D  half  eagle  in  AU-50  condition.  The 
description  includes  the  statement,  'It 
could  be  that  no  Mint  State  examples 
are  known,  at  least  no  specific  pieces 
have  been  accounted  for.'  Actually  I 
purchased  Lot  480  from  the  Milas  Col¬ 
lection  sold  by  Stack's  in  May  1995.  It 
was  graded  MS-61  by  NGC,  but  in  my 
opinion  it  is  actually  at  least  one  level 
higher  with  a  very  sharp  strike  and 
prooflike  surfaces. 

"Thanks  again  for  your  major  con¬ 
tributions  for  our  hobby  and  I  hope  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  some 
day  in  the  future." 

Editor’s  comment:  Thank  you  very 
much,  and  congratulations  on  your  purchase 
of  what  must  be  a  truly  fantastic  1850-D! 


extremely  elusive.  Over  the  years  we  have 


handled  just  a  few  equivalent  pieces . 5,350 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1853  MS-62  (NGC)  Brilliant .  725 

1854-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 


1860-C  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  2,250 

1862  UW0(PCGS)  Brilliant 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-61  (NGC)  Brilliant 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant  695 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant  .  1,095 

1879  MS-62  (K'CS)  Brilliant .  595 


1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  offers  the  opportunity  to  acquire 
some  really  choice  specimens,  of  which  this  is  one. 
Look  over  our  selection  carefully  and  call  today 
for  the  pieces  that  interest  you  the  most . 1,095 


1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Why  not  consider  mak¬ 
ing  a  date  set  of  later  issues  in  the  Liberty  Head 


quarter  eagle  series? . 2,195 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1901  MS-64  (\( ,(  i  Brilliant .  1,495 


1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,495 


Gem  1903  Quarter  Eagle 


1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  Ideal  for  a  high-grade 


type  set.  A  frosty  little  cameo! . 2,795 

1903  ms -64  (PC  GS)  1395 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1904  MS-62  Brilliant . 495 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 1,450 

1905  MS-63  Brilliant . 995 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 1,395 

1 906  MS-63  Brilliant  ..995 


Gem  1907  Quarter  Eagle 


1907  MS-65  PCGSi  Brilliant  We  have  just  purchased 
two  specimens,  both  in  the  same  grade  and  both  cer¬ 
tified  by  PCGS -and  offer  vou  one  for  only ....  2,495 
1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant. . . 1,095 

Last  year  ot  the  liberty  Head  design.  First  introduced 
m  1M0  this  Svame  the  longest-used  motif,  without  a  major 
change,  in  American  coinage  history-. 


THE  KEY  TO  SUCCESS! 


A  «< 

;  "j,:  '  ••  r  , 

J a,  ,V L  S  .C. .C*. 

iNtim 


Handbook  of 
20th-Century  Gold  Coins 

by  David  Akers 


Much  worthwhile  information  about 
Samt-Gaudens  and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and 
$20  gold  coins.  1 84  pages,  illustrated 

Hardbound  Stock  No.  BAk-749.  List 
price  $19.95. 

For  your  special  discount  price  see  page 
69. 
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Jk - 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 


1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  gem 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  In¬ 


dian  Head  design . 3,695 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 995 

1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 


Gem  1925-D  $2.50 


1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  gem 
specimen  of  the  only  later-date  Denver  Mint  quar¬ 
ter  eagle . 3,650 

Gem  1927  $2.50 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 3,350 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Mostly 
brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on  the  re¬ 


verse . 875 

1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1929  MS-61.  Brilliant . 295 


Three-Dollar  Gold 

1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  First  year  of  issue,  and 
the  only  year  with  the  word  DOLLARS  in  small 
letters . 1,495 


Lustrous  1857  $3  Gold 


1857  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rare  so 
nice.  In  fact,  in  this  grade  the  1857  is  at  least  100 


times  rarer  than  the  1854! . 5,295 

1878  AU-58.  Brilliant . 1,150 

1878  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 


Half  Eagles 

Mint  State  1813  $5  Gold 


tant  specimen  of  the  hard-to-find  (in  choice  Mint 
State)  1839-1865  design  type  without  reverse 


motto . 12,500 

1856-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 


1813  Breen-la.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  especially  choice  specimen  of  this  issue.  9,350 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  AU-50  (NGC). 


Brilliant . 795 

1836  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 630 

1840  EF-45  (PCGS) . 595 

1843  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1844  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1844  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1847  Breen-6570.  Doubled  7.  AU-55 .  995 

1848  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 


Choice  Mint  State  1853  $5 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  choice  and  impor¬ 


Highly  Important  1870-CC  $5 


1870-CC  VF-35  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  A  highly 
important  Carson  City  issue,  a  major  rarity  in  any 
and  all  grades.  Also  significant  as  the  first  year  of 
Carson  City  mintage.  This  beauty  will  satisfy  the 
specialist  who  has  spent  a  long  time  seeking  the 


1870-CC . 8,450 

1873  Open  3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


Condition  Rarity  1873-S  $5 


1873-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce  in 
any  grade,  quite  rare  and  important  at  the  AU 


level . 4,695 

1878  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 


$ 


BUYER'S 
GUIDE  ID 
UNITED, 
SIMS' 

GOLD  COINS 

tr  a.  davio  towins 


»©»!•:»•  •»  mv*»  *  *1111 


Buyer's  Guide  to 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Foreword  by  David  Akers 

Describes  each  type  of  United  States  gold 
coin  from  1 795  onward.  A  highly  useful  book 
for  the  gold  enthusiast.  1 22  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-350.  List  price 
$12.95.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-351.  List 
price  $19.95. 

For  your  special  discount  price  see  page 
69. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1880  $5 


1880  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  especially  choice  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  very  hard 


to  find  at  this  grade  level . 3,195 

1880-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 ,095 

1881/0  AU-55  (NGC).  Interesting  overdate  1,095 


Brilliant  1892-CC  S5 


1892-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful,  liver- 
popular  Carson  City  issue . 3,095 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 

Mint  State,  although  readily  available  in  worn 
grades . 1,095 

1893- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular  and  some¬ 
what  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1,250 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 445 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant .  465 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 965 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant  . 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 


Lustrous,  Exceptional  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  quality 


coin  for  a  type  set . 2,350 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1903-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Somewhat 

scarce . 965 

1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 855 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 965 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 

1905-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 315 

1905- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1906  MS-63  (NGC) . 915 

1906  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 485 

1906- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,995 

1907- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 


1908  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Sort  of  a 


holdover  date,  as  most  gold  coins  of  this  year  are 
of  new  designs . 965 


Choice  Mint  State  1908  $5 


Mint  State  1915-S  Half  Eagle 


1915-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  raritv 
at  this  grade  level . 4,795 


1908  Indian  Head.  MS-64  (NGC)  A  lustrous,  ver\ 
attractive  example  of  the  first  year  of  the  Indian 

Head  design.  Offered  for  only . 3,950 

191 1-D  AU-53  (NGC)  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  issues 

of  the  series . 1,295 

1911-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  Quite  rare  so 
fine . 1,850 

The  1414  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  tact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  halt  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1404-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by 
the  1408  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 

Gorgeous  1915  $5  Gold 


1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  specimen  of  exquis¬ 
ite  beauty . 4,795 


$10  Gold  Eagles 

Among  510  gold  coins  are  many  pieces  suitable  for 
a  ty  pe  set  and  some  rarities  that  the  advanced  collector 
will  appreciate.  Nearly  all  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock. 

1848-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  Quite  scarce  at  this 


grade  level . . . 1,150 

1850  Small  Date.  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 


1850  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  high-grade  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  early  Liberty  Head  S10  date. ..  1,195 


1861  AU-58  (NGC) . 2495 

1871-S  EF— 45  NGC |  \  pleasing  specimen  of  this  rare 
eagle . 2,195 


THE  KEY  TO  SUCCESS! 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Dahlonecja  Mint  1838-1861 

by  Douglas  Winter 

This  handy  guide  tells  just  about  every¬ 
thing  you  would  ever  need  to  know  about 
the  different  $1,  $2.50,  $3,  and  $5  pieces 
produced  at  that  famous  southern  facility.  A 
must  have  for  any  serious  library  on  Ameri¬ 
can  gold  coins.  250  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-8 1 8.  List  price 
$25.00. 

For  your  special  discount  see  page  69. 
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1884-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

Choice  Mint  State  1887-S  $10 


1887-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,995 

1892  MS-63  (NGC) . 1,450 

1892-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 415 

1893  MS-60.  Brilliant . 335 

1894  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1894- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1895- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 415 

1896- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,025 

1897- S  AU-58  (NGC) . 489 

1898- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 415 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1899  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 


1902-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Elusive  in  this  choice 


grade . 1,995 

1905- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1906- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1907  Liberty  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,155 

1910- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1911- D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1913  VF-25  (PCGS) . 385 


Gem  1926  $10  Gold 


1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Readily 
available  in  lower  grades,  the  1926  is  quite  elusive 


at  the  gem  level . 5,695 

1926  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Gem  1932  $10 


1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  high- 
grade  example  of  the  last  readily  collectible  $10 
gold  coin,  the  1933  being  a  great  rarity . 5,895 

$20  Gold  Double  Eagles 

The  public  fascination  for  $20  pieces  continues  in 
view  of  generally  low  prices  for  gold  bullion,  and 
these  have  been  great  sellers  here  at  Bowers  and  Me- 
rena  Galleries.  More  than  just  a  few  people  are 
endeavoring  to  put  together  date  runs  of  sequences  of 
these  pieces,  often  selecting  grades  such  as  MS-60 
through  MS-64  as  being  an  ideal  meeting  point  be¬ 


tween  high  quality  and  low  price. 

1870- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

1871- S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 

1872- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1873- S  Closed  3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1874  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1874- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1875  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1875- S  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 615 

1875- S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1876- S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1878  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 

this  date.  Use  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  to 
fill  in  the  double  eagle  dates  from  the  1870s  that 

are  lacking  in  your  collection . 1,195 

1894  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 950 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 775 


Famous  MCMVI1  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVI1  (1907)  High  Relief  Saint-Gaudens.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  verv  pleasing 
specimen  of  this  famous  design,  a  numismatic 
and  artistic  favorite . 9,950 


KEY  TO  SUCCESS: 

Arm  yourself  with  numismatic  knowledge 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


The  key  to  being  a  successful  coin 
buyer,  to  make  advantageous  purchases 
in  the  market,  is  summed  up  in  one 
word:  knowledge. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  I  included  these 
quotations  in  my  column  in  Coin  World : 

Confucius  said:  "The  more  you  learn, 
the  better  luck  you  will  have." 

George  Santayana  said  (paraphrased), 
"Those  who  cannot  remember  the  lessons 
of  the  past  are  condemned  to  repeat  its 
mistakes." 

Read  as  much  as  you  can.  There  is  no 
better  way  to  gain  knowledge  than  to  buy 
books,  and  read  them.  For  a  few  hundred 
dollars,  your  favorite  rare  coin  dealer  can 
sell  you  an  armload  of  worthwhile  books. 
Or,  you  can  buy  books  by  mail.  Empha¬ 
size  books  that  tell  about  numismatics 
and  coin  history  (investment  books  can 
or  cannot  be  fine,  but  should  be  pur¬ 
chased  only  after  you  have  a  basic  library 
on  numismatics  and  history). 

Study  market  trends.  In  particular 
concentrate  on  items  that  are  not  "hot." 


Review  the  dozens  of  different  niches  in 
American  numismatics  to  see  which 
one(s)  would  be  interesting  to  collect.  If 
there  is  a  club  or  group  in  this  niche,  sign 
on  as  a  member. 

Buy  slowly  at  first,  as  you  gain  knowl¬ 
edge. 

Emphasize  quality  first,  and  price, 
second. 

Form  a  collection,  not  an  "investment 
accumulation." 

Buy  what  you  think  is  worth  buying, 
not  what  someone  else  wants  to  sell 
you.  This  will  give  you  a  high  comfort 
level  when  you  review  your  purchases. 

Most  important:  You  only  live  once. 
Coins  are  not  a  necessity  of  life.  No  one 
has  to  buy  coins.  Thus,  it  is  important  for 
you  to  enjoy  coins. 

Consider  numismatics  to  be  a  center 
of  pleasure,  of  enjoyment,  of  happiness 
in  your  life.  If  you  have  a  dispute,  settle 
it  quickly.  If  you  encounter  someone  or 
something  you  don't  like,  walk. 

You  are  in  charge  of  your  future. 
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A  bit  of  history:  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  America's 
pre-eminent  sculptor,  was  a  personal  acquaintance  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Theodore  Roosevelt.  One  day,  while  at  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  Roosevelt  saw  a  group  of  Greek  coins  and  was 
impressed  by  their  artistry  and  sculptured  appearance  Bv 
comparison  the  current  American  coinage  was  very  bland,  he 
thought.  His  thinking  continued  on  the  subject,  and  soon  he 
contacted  Saint-Gaudens  and  asked  him  if  he  would  redesign 
the  entire  American  coinage,  from  the  cent  through  the  double 
eagle. 

In  the  early  years,  Saint-Gaudens  had  achieved  inter¬ 
national  renown  for  many  of  his  medallic  and  sculptural 
works,  including  the  figure  of  Diana  atop  Madison  Square 
Garden  (where  his  pal  and  fellow  carouser  Stanford  VVhtte 
was  shot  by  Harrv  Thaw  in  1*106),  the  Shaw  Memorial  in  Bos 
ton,  the  Sherman  Victory  monument  in  New  York  City's  Cen¬ 
tral  Park,  and  other  efforts 

Earlier,  Saint-Gaudens  maintained  studios  in  New 
York  City,  later  moving  to  a  hillside  location  overlooking  the 
Connecticut  River  Valiev  in  Cornish.  New  Hampshire, 
where  he  established  a  studio  in  a  verdant  setting  near  his 
home,  "Aspet"  in  a  commumtv  that  attracted  many  artists 
(including  Maxfield  Parrish  and  writer  Winston  Churchill) 
Today,  the  Saint-Gaudens  National  Historic  Site  is  main¬ 
tained  bv  the  National  Parks  Service  and  is  open  to  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

Responding  to  his  presidential  command,  Saint- 
Gaudens  studied  the  earlier  American  coinage  and  ex¬ 
pressed  the  opinion  to  Roosevelt  that  the  finest  design  to  that 
point  was  the  flying  eagle  as  used  on  the  cents  of  1856-185# 
In  time,  the  artist  prepared  sketches  for  several  denomina¬ 
tions,  including  the  cent,  S10,  and  $20  The  reverse  of  the  lat¬ 


ter  denomination  used  a  modified  version  of  the  flying  eagle 
that  Saint-Gaudens  admired  from  earlier  times 

For  the  double  eagle,  Saint-Gaudens  used  as  a  central 
motif  the  figure  of  Victory,  said  to  have  been  modeled  by  his 
mistress,  Davida  Clark,  which  was  used  earlier  on  the 
Sherman  Victory  monument  (which  today,  sporting  a  rela¬ 
tively  new  gilding,  can  be  seen  across  from  the  Plaza  Hotel, 
New  York  City)  Early  versions  of  the  double  eagle  expressed 
the  date  in  Roman  numerals,  MCMVII,  and  were  done  in  very 
high  relief,  more  like  a  medal  than  a  coin. 

All  the  while,  Saint-Gaudens  maintained  close  con¬ 
tact  with  President  Roosevelt  The  Philadelphia  Mint  was 
not  consulted.  Charles  E  Barber,  chief  engraver  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint,  became  angry,  for  at  that  time  the  design  of 
new  coinage  was  the  provenance  of  the  Mint  staff  Indeed, 
the  coins  then  in  circulation,  ranging  from  the  Indian  cent  to 
the  l  iberty  Head  $20,  were  all  designed  by  past  or  present 
Mint  employees  When  Barber  learned  of  the  high-relief  for 
mat  of  the  new  double  eagle,  he  immediately  and  rightly 
stated  that  such  would  not  be  compatible  with  high-speed 
production  presses  Angered,  President  Roosevelt  said  that 
this  design  must  be  used  anyway,  even  if  only  one  double 
eagle  per  day  could  be  struck!  He  called  the  interference 
with  the  Mint's  coinage  prerogative  his  "pet  crime  "  To  sat¬ 
isfy  Roosevelt,  1 1.250  examples  of  the  MCMVII  High  Relief 
double  eagle  were  struck,  laboriously  on  a  medal  press,  re¬ 
quiring  three  impressions  per  coin  After  that,  Chief  En¬ 
graver  Barber  prevailed,  the  design  was  severely  modified, 
and  later  issues  were  produced  with  the  date  in  Arabic  nu¬ 
merals,  such  as  1907,  and  in  shallow  relief  The  modified 
Saint-Gaudens'  design  was  used  through  the  end  of  the  se¬ 
nes  in  1933. 


Chapman  and  Ford 


The  following  letter  arrived  in  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers'  mail  the  other  dap  from  well-known  nu¬ 
mismatic  bookseller  Charles  Davis.  The  refer¬ 
ence  is  to  a  feature  article  written  by  Ed  Reiter, 
editor  of  COINage: 

"Congratulations  on  being  named  as  one 
of  the  10  numismatists  of  the  century.  Your 
accomplishments  over  the  past  45  years  cer¬ 
tainly  place  you  near  the  top  of  the  list  — if 
not  at  the  top.  And  I  believe  you  are  still 
young  enough  to  make  a  substantial  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  21st  century.  Here's  hoping 
that  you  are  on  that  list  when  published  in 
2099! 

"I  would,  however,  like  to  make  two 
additions  to  Reiter's  list,  without  falling  into 
the  trap  of  having  to  remove  the  names  of 
two  of  those  already  on  it.  Conspicuous  by 
their  absences  are  two  pioneering  catalogu¬ 
ers  of  the  20th  century  — Henry  Chapman 
and  John  J.  Ford,  jr. 

"Chapman,  whose  career  spanned  two 
centuries,  qualifies  for  a  20th-century  listing 
as  in  1906  he  dissolved  his  partnership  with 
his  brother  with  whom  he  had  been  associ¬ 
ated  since  the  1870s.  For  the  next  28  years, 


he  catalogued  with  distinction  the  great 
cabinets  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  century  — 
Stickney,  Zabriskie,  Earle,  Bement, 
Jackman,  and  of  course,  John  Story  Jenks,  all 
in  his  signature  format  — large  paper  with 
options  that  included  cloth  bindings  and 
the  finest  photographic  plates  ever  pro¬ 
duced  in  this  country 

"Few  of  us  who  write  catalogues  today 
can  ignore  our  debt  to  John  |.  Ford,  Jr.  As  pnn- 
cipal  of  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Companv 
during  the  1950s  and  1960s,  he  elevated  the 
auction  catalogue  to  a  research  tool  art  form 
never  before  seen  and  seldom  duplicated  to¬ 
day.  And  it  was  Ford  who  first  recognized  the 
talents  of  a  young  Walter  Breen,  introducing 
him  to  Wavte  Raymond,  who  underwrote  his 
research  in  the  federal  archives. 

"1  believe  the  impact  on  20th-century 
numismatics  provided  by  Chapman  and 
Ford  should  not  be  diminished  by  the  fact 
that  they  were  dealers.  The  features  each 
used  to  enrich  their  catalogues  benefit  our 
research  today  probably  far  more  than  they 
benefited  their  pocketbooks.  We  owe  much 
to  each  of  them." 


Another  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-62  (NGC)  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  A  beautiful  specimen . 9,950 

Attractive  MCMVII  High  Relief  520 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  EF-W  i  NGC).  A  reallv 
nice  specimen  at  this  grade  level . 4,695 

"Inexpensive"  MCMVII  High  Relief  520 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Edge.  F-15(PCGS). 
A  find  for  the  budget-conscious  buyer.  Inexpen¬ 
sive,  sort  of.  Not  that  it  makes  any  difference,  Fine- 
15  specimens  are  much  harder  to  find  than  are 
Mint  State  coins;  for  this  reason,  onlv  occasionally 


do  we  offer  a  wom  piece  for  sale . 3,150 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 745 

1908-D  Motto.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1909/8  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,250 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 759 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

191 0-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

191 0- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1911- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1911-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1913-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1913- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1914- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1914-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 
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1914- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1915  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1915- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,995 

1920  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1920  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


Classic  1920-S  $20  Rarity 


1920-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  nicest  specimens  we  have  ever  handled  of  this 
landmark  rarity .  23,500 

In  his  1982  study  of  auction  appearances  of  various  $20 
issues,  David  W.  Akers^commented  concerning  the  1920-S: 

"This  is  one  of  the  premier  dates  in  the  Saint-Gaudens 
series.  It  is  rare  in  any  condition  and  very  rare  in  full  Mint 
State.  As  is  typical  with  most  rare  dates,  I  have  found  the  1920- 
S  to  be  generally  overgraded  by  a  full  grade  or  more.  The  auc¬ 
tion  records  below  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  1920-S  is 
usually  found  in  Unc.  but  most  of  the  ones  I  have  seen  were 
only  EF  or  AU.  Of  the  relatively  few  Uncs.  that  I  have  seen, 
only  two  were  gems,  the  Eliasberg  specimen  and  the  MS-67 
coin  pictured  above  that  is  in  a  prominent  Dallas  bank  collec¬ 
tion.  Overall,  I  rate  the  1920-S  as  the  seventh  rarest  date  in  the 
Saint-Gaudens  series.  Because  of  the  existence  of  circulated 
examples,  I  don't  feel  that  the  1920-S  is  as  rare  a  date  as  the 
1931-D  or  1930-S.  However,  it  is  considerably  more  rare  than 
either  of  these  two  dates  in  full  Mint  State.  Some  cataloguers 
have  estimated  that  only  a  dozen  or  less  1920-S  double  eagles 
exist.  Such  estimates  are  grossly  inaccurate  and  I  would  place 
the  number  more  in  the  range  of  40-50.  The  12  estimate  is 
probably  closer  to  the  number  of  Uncs.  in  existence." 


Famous  and  Rare  1921  $20 


1921  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  splendid 
specimen  that  offers  high  rarity  and  a  great 
amount  of  eye  appeal.  The  1921  is  a  landmark 
among  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles.  Usually, 
this  is  one  of  the  last  pieces  to  be  acquired  in  a  set, 
simply  because  even  the  most  well-moneyed  buy¬ 
ers  hold  out  the  hope  that  they  will  find  a  gem, 
then  settle  on  an  AU  or  whatever  else  can  be 
found.  The  total  population  of  this  date  is  very 
low,  perhaps  under  100  pieces.  Even  this  estimate 
may  be  high.  In  1982,  David  W.  Akers  suggested 
40  to  50  pieces.  Certification  data  are  not  particu¬ 
larly  useful  due  to  resubmissions.  This  Mint  State 


example  is  truly  a  major  find  for  us,  a  truly  major 
opportunity  for  you . 43,500 

For  the  record:  This  specimen,  certified  by  NGC 
(550886-001),  has  a  die  break  on  the  reverse  at  the  left,  begin¬ 
ning  below  the  eagle's  beak,  extending  upward  through  the 
beak,  into  UN  (UNITED).  Another  crack  extends  through  the 
top  of  TW  (TWENTY)  and  left  side  of  E  upward  to  the  right 
through  STAT  (STATES). 

When  seen  (which  is  not  often),  the  1921  is  found  to  be 
of  average  striking  sharpness,  a  characteristic  of  all  known 
authentic  specimens.  Not  enough  high-grade  specimens  exist 
to  determine  much  about  lustre  or  frost,  except  that  the  finish 
of  some  is  more  satiny,  (with  somewhat  of  a  "brushed"  ap¬ 
pearance,)  than  deeply  frosty.  The  present  coin  is  more  at  the 
frosty  end  of  the  spectrum. 

A  specimen  in  our  King  of  Siam  Sale  (October  1987,  Lot 
2186),  was  described  thus:  "Under  magnification  some  inter¬ 
esting  die  breaks  can  be  seen,  including  one  running  through 
top  of  LIBERTY  and  another  at  the  bottom  of  the  reverse,  ex¬ 
tending  up  toward  the  left  through  I  of  IN.  Fields  are  deeply 
frosty  and  lustrous,  a  satiny  appearance  that  is  deeply  frosty 
and  reminiscent  of  a  Matte  Proof." 

The  Polis  Collection  specimen  (sold  by  us  June  1991, 
Lot  1568),  called  AU-55,  was  further  described:  "A  circular  ob¬ 
verse  die  crack  begins  above  the  date  and  runs  in  a  clockwise 
motion  to  the  Capitol  building  dome.  A  second  die  crack  be¬ 
gins  at  the  third  obverse  star  to  the  left  of  Liberty,  and  runs 
from  there  through  the  Capitol  building  and  several  obverse 
stars  until  it  reaches  the  rim  at  9:00.  A  third  die  crack  begins 
above  the  B  in  LIBERTY  and  extends  through  the  ERTY  and 
into  Liberty's  olive  branch." 

The  total  population  of  this  date  is  very  low,  perhaps 
under  100  pieces.  Even  this  estimate  may  be  high.  In  1982, 
David  W.  Akers  suggested  40  to  50  pieces.  Certification  data 
are  not  particularly  useful  due  to  resubmissions. 

The  method  of  distribution  of  the  1921  double  eagle  is 
somewhat  of  a  puzzlement.  If  several  hundred  thousand  had 
been  shipped  to  Europe  in  the  1920s,  surely  many  would  have 
surfaced  on  the  market  by  now.  Perhaps  most  were  shipped  to 
banks  stateside  and  were  paid  out,  thus  accounting  for  wear  on 
most  known  specimens.  In  1933-1934,  when  double  eagles  and 
other  high-denomination  gold  coins  were  called  in  by  Uncle 
Sam,  any  specimens  in  bank  reserves  would  have  been  re¬ 
deemed  and  melted.  Even  so,  this  would  not  explain  their  rar¬ 
ity.  Most  likely,  most  of  the  mintage  was  held  by  the  Treasury, 
never  paid  out,  and  went  to  the  melting  pot  after  1933. 


1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1923  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 

1923-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1924  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 


Key  1924-D  $20 


1924-D  MS-61  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  very  scarce  mintmark  issue . 2,650 

1924-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,795 


men  of  this  very  scarce  mintmark  issue . 2,650 

1924-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,795 


1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  really  enjoy  double 
eagles,  and  purchase  nice  examples  when  they  are 
offered  — including  this  piece  just  added  to  our 
inventory.  Use  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Rei'iew 
to  begin  a  collection  of  this  interesting  and  beau¬ 


tiful  series . 795 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1925  MS-62.  Brilliant . 659 


1925-S  $20  Rarity 


1925-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A  brilliant  specimen  of  this  rar¬ 
ity  among  Saint-Gaudens  $20  issues  of  this  de¬ 


cade.  Seldom  seen  in  any  grade . 3,150 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem . 1,395 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 


1926-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  main  en¬ 
tries  in  the  line-up  of  rare  mintmarked  issues 
among  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles  of  this  era.  A 
beautiful  coin  that  offers  a  combination  of  rarity 
and  eye  appeal . 2,195 


Superb  Gem  1927  $20 


1927  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,595 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1  395 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  795 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant... 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  695 
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'The  Saint-Gaudens 

double 
Eagle  Club 


Saint-Gaudens  $20  gold  double  eagles  are  among  the  most  admired  of  United  States 
coin  designs.  In  1905,  America's  most-acclaimed  sculptor,  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens, 
created  motifs  for  the  $10  and  $20,  which  were  released  bv  autumn  1907. 

We  invite  you  to  build  a  collection  of  affordable  dates  and  mintmarks  (priced  at 
less  than  $1,000  each).  This  includes  32  DIFFERENT  VARIETIES  which  are  listed  in  the 
box  at  left  (tentative  listing  based  upon  today's  market  valuations).  Each  coin  is  a 
beautiful,  lustrous  Mint  State  example  certified  by  PCGS  or  NGC.  What  a  gorgeous, 
impressive  collection  this  will  make! 


Jlere  is  ally  on  do: 

Decide  how  much  you'd  like  to  spend  a  month  on  your  collection.  For  just  $500 
(the  minimum  we  recommend),  we  can  complete  your  collection  with  pieces  ranging 
in  grade  from  MS-60  to  MS-63  (higher  grades  available  upon  request).  Month  bv 
month,  your  golden  collection  will  grow  before  your  eyes!  There  is  no  obligation  to 
continue,  and  you  can  end  your  participation  at  any  time,  simply  by  letting  us  know 
and  paying  anv  balance  due.  Each  coin  comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction.  And  each  coin  comes  to  you  with  a  special  4%  member’s  discount 

Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue,  credit  card  in  hand,  send  us  a  fax  with  your 
credit  card  information,  or  mail  us  a  note  with  your  personal  check.  We'll  take  it  from 
there. 


Special  Introductory  Brin  on  Vour -first  Ord( 


Order  one,  two,  or  more  MS-63  double  eagles  (dates  of  our  choice)  at  our  special 
introductory  price  of  just  $660  (list  price  $695  or  more).  Then,  even-  month  we  will  au¬ 
tomatically  send  you  another  coin  that  you  need.  Your  coins  can  be  charged  to  your 
credit  card,  or  sent  for  inspection  (upon  credit  approval),  or  you  can  pay  with  your 
personal  check. 


Special  Sign- 1  p  Bonus 


With  your  first  order  we  will  send  you  a  copy  of  Q. 
David  Bowers'  award-winning  book.  United  State s  Gold  Coins: 
An  illustrated  History,  illustrated  with  gems  from  the  Elias- 
berg  Collection.  This  deluxe  hardbound  volume,  profusely 
illustrated  including  color  plates,  lists  for  $57.95,  but  is 
yours  FREE.  It  is  the  standard  reference  on  the  series.  In 
fact,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James  Baker  wanted  to 
learn  about  American  gold  coins,  he  consulted  (and  quoted 
from)  this  same  book!  This  book  is  currently  being  re¬ 
printed  and  will  be  sent  to  you  immediately  upon  comple¬ 
tion. 


Saint-Gaudens 
Double  Eagles 
Priced  at  less 
than  Si, 000 
in  Mint  State! 


r  G  DjTHi  Bower, 


it  is 


In  recent  months  your  editor  has  been  im¬ 
mersed  in  the  writing  of  a  new  book,  The  Trea¬ 
sure  Ship  "S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,"  a  sidewheel 
steamer  whose  "life"  extended  from  1850  until 
one  unfortunate  day  in  July  1865. 

Along  the  way,  I've  included  many  ac¬ 
counts  about  money,  especially  in  California 
and  on  the  West  Coast.  In  the  course  of  track¬ 
ing  down  such  things  I've  encountered  some 
items  for  the  "cutting  room  floor,"  not  relevant 
to  the  book,  but  interesting  anyway.  A  "dis¬ 
card"  and  a  "keeper"  are  given  below: 

First,  the  "Discard" 

Harper's  Weekly,  July  29, 1865,  discussed 
P.T.  Barnum  and  his  fa¬ 
mous  museum.  During 
the  11  months  ending  on 
May  31,  the  gross  re¬ 
ceipts  taken  in  at 
Barnum's  Museum  in 
New  York  City 
amounted  to  $280,341. 

"Divided  into  quarters 
this  would  give  about 
one  million  and  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  visitors  for  the  11 
months,"  the  admission  being  25  cents. 

However,  another  article  in  the  same  is¬ 
sue  told  that  on  July  13, 1865,  the  building 
was  laid  to  waste.  A  fire  had  started  in  the 
basement  when  the  heated  boiler  of  the  en¬ 
gine  came  into  contact  with  dry  wood.  It  was 
12:30  in  the  afternoon,  with  relatively  few 
people  in  the  museum.  They  all  escaped 
without  injury.  Further: 

Very  little  of  the  property  in  the  mu¬ 
seum  was  rescued  -  the  live  seal,  a  box  of 
rare  coins,  and  a  few  things  of  trivial  value, 
were  all,  we  believe,  that  was  saved.  In  a 
half  hour  after  the  outbreak  of  fire  the  whole 
building  was  in  flames;  and  a  long  serpent 
tongue  of  fire  pierced  the  windows  and, 
lapping  at  the  transparencies  and  the 


1865! 


shields  upon  the  walls,  ascended  high 
above  the  roof.  The  spectacle  is  one  of  the 
most  splendid  we  have  ever  beheld. 

There  were  many  valuable  trophies  con¬ 
sumed  upon  this  massive  pyre.  They  were 
the  uniforms  worn  by  the  heroes  of  the 
Revolution,  the  tools  and  specimens  of  the 
handiwork  of  the  American  Indians,  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  mineral  and  animal  kingdoms 
brought  from  every  comer  of  the  world,  and 
among  these  the  most  beautiful  collection  of 
tropical  fishes  ever  got  together. . . . 

Two  new  whales  recently  brought  from 
Labrador  were  "roasted  alive."  Within  two 
hours  after  the  start  of  the  fire,  "the  walls  of  tine 
museum  had  fallen,  and  the 
fire  had  spread  to  a  large 
number  of  the  adjacent  build¬ 
ings...  18  houses  were  set 
ablaze,  and  about  half  these 
were  totally  destroyed. . ." 

It  was  further  related 
that  "this  museum  was  the 
only  place  of  resort  for  amuse¬ 
ments  that  could  be  called 
universal.  Those  living  in  the 
city  visited  it  periodically. 
The  first  thing  to  be  done  by  the  sightseeing 
visitor  to  the  city  was  to  go  to  Barnum's. . ." 

The  morning  after  the  fire  Barnum 
stated  that  he  was  determined  "to  enter  im¬ 
mediately  upon  the  formation  of  a  new  and 
more  attractive  museum." 

Now,  the  "Keeper" 

A  further  reflection  concerning  the  type  of 
money  that  passengers  carried  aboard  the  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan  in  the  summer  of  1865  is  this 
contemporary  commentary  concerning  coins  in 
circulation  in  San  Francisco  at  the  time:1 

There  is  no  paper  money  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  . .  In  our  banks  there  are  great  piles  of 
double  eagles,  but  no  bank  notes  are  vis¬ 
ible.  Wherever  you  go,  or  whatever  you 


not  think  of  paper.  All  large  sums  are  paid 
in  double  eagles,  and  three  fourths,  if  not 
nine-tenths,  of  our  coin  is  of  that  size, 
which  is  far  more  convenient  than  the 
smaller  coins  common  in  other  countries. 
A  large  proportion  of  our  shipments  of 
treasure  abroad  is  in  double  eagles,  and 
nine-tenths  of  the  gold  coined  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  is  in  pieces  of  that  size.. . . 

No  copper  money  is  current,  nor  can 
anything  be  bought  with  a  cent.  The  small¬ 
est  coin  commonly  used  is  a  dime;  half 
dimes  are  rarely  seen,  and  when  used  two 
of  them  are  ordinarily  put  together  to  make 
a  dime.  The  general  sentiment  among  the 
people  is  opposed  to  the  use  of  any  coin 
less  than  a  10C  piece — they  like  high  wages 
and  high  prices,  and  think  that  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  half  dimes  and  cents  would 
have  a  tendency  to  make  us  feel  poor  and 
to  introduce  low  wages.  Many  retail  deal¬ 
ers,  even  in  the  sale  of  candies  and  fruits, 
will  therefore  not  take  a  half  dime,  and  not 
a  few  persons  would  be  ashamed  to  offer  to 
purchase  half  a  dime's  worth  of  anything.  A 
half  dime  is  looked  upon  with  more  con¬ 
tempt  and  is  far  more  rare  in  California 
than  a  cent  is  in  New  York.  During  the  last 
three  months,  for  instance,  though  I  pur¬ 
chase  articles  every  day,  1  have  not  seen  a 
half  dime.  That  coin  is  not  made  in  our 
Mint,  nor  is  there  any  demand  for  it.2 
Three-cent  pieces,  coppers,  and  nickels  are 
never  seen  here  except  as  curiosities,  and 
are  of  no  value  to  make  investments. 


1  John  S.  Hittell,  The  Resources  of  California 
2nd  edition,  1866,  pp.  337-338. 

:  In  actuality  the  San  Francisco  Mint  first 
struck  half  dimes  in  1863. 
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This  &  That 


POINT  OF  DISTINCTION:  In  a  re¬ 
cent  message,  our  friend  C.K.L.,  who 
manages  a  llama  farm  in  the  Midwest  and 
also  is  an  executive  with  American  Air¬ 
lines,  wrote  to  say  she  really  enjoyed  our 
American  Numismatic s  Before  the  Civil  War 
1760-1860  book  and,  "I  bet  I'm  the  only 
one  among  mv  friends  that  knows  the 
Mionnet  scale  equivalents!" 


JOB  OPPORTUNITY:  An  article, 
"U.S.  Mint  seeks  two  superintendents," 
appearing  in  Coin  World,  possibly  could 
attract  a  numismatically  oriented  candidate. 
What  a  nice  idea! 


AN  INTERESTING  ITEM  in  the 

"Letters  to  the  Editor"  column  in  a  recent 
issue  of  Coin  World  shared  the  experience 
of  a  lady  in  Virginia  who  attempted  to 
spend  a  current  half  dollar  as  partial  pay¬ 
ment  for  a  purchase,  only  to  learn  that  the 
cashier  had  never  seen  such  a  coin  before 

and  had  to  call  her  manager! 

a--  %f*  a- 

*('  *t'  *»'  *»' 

NICE  ARTICLE  about  computer  col¬ 
lecting  and  computer  museums  in  the 
Wall  Street  Journal.  It  was  noted  that  in 
Portland,  OR,  Paul  R.  Pierce  is  "the  J.  Paul 
Getty  of  the  technical  world,  owning  one 
of  the  largest  private  collections  of  obso¬ 
lete  computers.  The  trove  is  so  vast— com¬ 
prising  roughly  75  tons  of  personal  com¬ 
puters,  minicomputers,  and  main 
frames  — that  the  Intel  Corp.  engineer  had 
to  buy  a  building  to  warehouse  it  all."  The 
narrative,  by  Jim  Carlton,  told  of  other 
collecting  activities  including  the  Tech 
Museum  of  Innovation  (soon  to  open  a 
display  in  San  Jose,  CA),  the  Obsolete 
Computer  Museum  (Williamsburg,  VA), 
and  even  the  Vintage  Computer  Festival, 
held  recently  in  California.  It  seems  that 

J 

collecting  such  things  is  in  its  growth 


state— perhaps  the  technological 
equivalent  of  the  growth  era  of 
numismatics  in  the  185l)s. 


* 


❖ 


MOST  INTERESTING 
TITLE  we  have  seen  recently  in 
a  numismatic  publication: 
"Platinum  Stiles  Benefit  Wolves" 
in  World  Coin  News,  November 
1998.  In  reading  the  text  it  turns 
out  that  Scotsman  Coin  &  Jew'- 
elrv,  a  St.  Louis  coin  firm,  plans 
make  a  donation  from  sales  of 
Canadian  coins  to  benefit  the 
Wild  Canid  Survive  and  Re¬ 
search  Center  near  Eureka,  MO. 


vf- 


❖ 


THE  DIME  FLASHED 


FOR  A  MOMENT  on  the  screen  in  the  Ti¬ 
tanic  movie  is  a  1912  Barber  coin  in  AU 
condition....  After  the  movie  it  was 
mounted  in  a  key  chain  and  presented  to 
the  director,  James  Cameron  (this  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  recent  note  by  David  L.  Gan/). 

V-  V;  jh 

"I*  «t’  »)'  'I 

WE  RECENTLY  RECEIVED  a  flyer 
for  a  seminar  titled  "Grammar  and  Us¬ 
age,"  which  on  the  cover  suggested  that 
by  attending  we  could  "eliminate  embar¬ 
rassing  mistakes,  gain  confidence,  and 
produce  clear,  credible  business  commu¬ 
nications."  Part  of  the  presentation  in¬ 
cluded  a  "Test  yourself!"  quiz,  with  one  of 
the  questions  being  this:  "Capitalize 
words  appearing  after  a  colon?"  The  re¬ 
cipient  was  told  to  indicate  "true," 
"false,"  or  "not  sure."  At  the  bottom  the 
answer  to  this  question  was  stated  as  be¬ 
ing  "false."  However,  those  preparing  the 
brochure  did  not  take  their  own  course  for 
on  the  very  next  page  appeared  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  "Commas,  semicolons,  and  co¬ 
lons:  Enhance  your  language  with  fool¬ 
proof  guidelines  for  these  often  misused 


punctuation  marks."  We  noticed  that  the 
"E'  in  Enhance  was,  apparently,  mis- 
capitalized,  and  forthwith  decided  to  save 
the  S99  and  not  attend  this  seminar! 

$  *  £  $ 
PHILIP  DIEHL,  director  of  the  Mint 
and  all-around  nice  fellow,  telephoned  the 
other  day  and  we  had  a  nice  chat.  We  dis¬ 
cussed  my  concerns  regarding  the  "im¬ 
provement"  on  the  Washington  half  dol¬ 
lar.  In  my  opinion  Washington  has  been 
caricatured  bv  adding  all  sorts  of  raised 
hair  squiggles  to  what  once  was  a  classic 
designed  bv  Jean  Antoine  Houdon  (who 
modeled  a  bust  from  life  when  Washing¬ 
ton  posed  at  Mt.  Vernon  in  1785;  this  was 
later  used  in  1932  bv  sculptor  James 
Flanagan).  Mr.  Diehl  said  he  had  checked 
with  the  Mint  as  to  why  this  was  done, 
and  he  was  told  that  by  adding  hair  detail 
Washington  "would  not  appear  bald  after 
the  coin  had  been  in  circulation  for  some 
time."  Editor's  comment:  It's  nice  that  in 
1948  someone  did  not  decide  to  add  lots 
of  new  hair  to  Ben  Franklin! 


58 
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A  BENEFIT  COMING  UP:  This  is  ex¬ 
cerpted  from  the  "Antiques"  section  of  a 
recent  issue  of  Country  Living:  "We  asked 
our  staff  to  gaze  into  their  crystal  balls  and 
try  to  imagine  what  items  might  be  the 
rage  with  collectors  20  years  from 
now... Coins  may  experience  a  resurgence 
with  collectors  who  reject  the  concept  of  a 
cash-less  society."  Other  items  included 
handwritten  letters  and 
mailboxes  made  obsolete 
by  e-mail.  Star  Wars 
memorabilia,  folk  art,  first 
editions  of  Seuss,  Sendak, 
and  other  children's 
books,  etc.  Also  worth 
quoting:  "Rule  Number 
One:  Collect  for  love, 
never  for  investment." 


be  made  before  the  coin  is  flipped.  Would  a 
numismatic  flipper  say  "Obverse!"  or  "Re¬ 
verse!"?  This  was  not  discussed. 


v- 


e- 
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IS  CLONING  IN  THE  OFFING?  "A 

lock  of  Louis  XVTs  hair,  cut  from  the  French 
king's  head  just  after  his  execution  in  1793, 
sold  at  auction  for  3,100  French  francs 
($5,636)."  ( International  Herald  Tribune) 


This  &  That 


true  collector,  a  polycollector?  Remember,  1 
told  you  that  sometimes,  attempting  sin¬ 
cerity,  collectors  do  use  ridiculous  vainglo¬ 
rious  terminology." 


a- 
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WE  RECENTLY 
LEARNED  what  quanti¬ 
ties  of  coins  are  put  in 
sacks  at  the  various  mints  and/or  Federal 
Reserve  Banks.  "The  cloth  bags  that  coins 
are  bagged  in  at  the  Mint  or  the  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  Bank  are  standardized  size.  Tine  dollar 
bags  hold  a  thousand  (1,000)  coins,  and  the 
same  for  half  dollars.  Quarters  hold  two 
thousand  (2,000)  coins,  dimes  ten  thousand 
(10,000)  followed  by  four  thousand  (4,000) 
nickels,  and  five  thousand  (5,000)  cents." 
(From  the  Fresno  Numismatist  as  quoted  by 


Stan  Turrini  in  Calcoin  News) 

O' 
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FUN  AND  GAMES:  Speaking  of 
Calcoin  News,  each  issue  brings  information 
concerning  clubs  in  the  Golden  State,  some¬ 
times  with  mention  of  a  "slab-toss  contest," 
as  in  a  recent  get  together  held  by  the 
Livermore  Valley  Coin  Club,  in  which 
Howard  Kosanke  "managed  to  get  two 
slabs  to  stay  in  the  bucket  for  the  victory." 
Other  coin  (presumably)  games  include  "sil¬ 
ver  dollar  bingo"  and  the  "black-out  game." 


FEELING  EDGY:  The  word  edge  is 
obviously  "in."  We  have  such  terms  as  the 
leading  edge,  the  cutting  edge,  and  even 
Postcards  from  the  Edge.  More  traditional  is 
"The  Edge,"  nickname  for  the  Edgerton 
Building  at  Dartmouth  College.  Be  these 
things  as  they  may,  we  now  have  the  latest 
entry:  Executive  Edge,  a  magazine  recently 
launched  by  the  Gartner  Group  and  Forbes 
magazine.  Perhaps  a  good  name  for  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  publication  would  be  Plain  Edge, 
or  the  Lettered  Edge,  or  the  Reeded  Edge. 


MORE  FROM  JOHN  KAMIN:  Con¬ 
cerning  the  preceding,  John  continued: 
"'True'  means  different  things  to  different 
people.  Is  a  true  collector  someone  who 
sticks  to  just  one  series, 
collects  according  to 
some  unwritten  set  of 
rules?  Not  so.  Most  of  the 
people  to  whom  I  talk 
collect  many  kinds  of 
coins  in  numismatics, 
most  anything  that 
comes  their  way,  what¬ 
ever  they  like.  And  surely 
a  person  is  allowed  to 
have  more  than  one  col¬ 
lecting  interest.  I  don't 
care  whether  you  collect 
ceramics,  antique  furniture,  matchbook  cov¬ 
ers,  Beanie  Babies,  Cabbage  Patch  dolls,  or 
horseshoes.  Whatever  it  is,  you're  perfectly 
within  your  rights  to  have  as  many  collect¬ 
ing  interests  as  you  like.' 
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BACK  TO  THE  BASICS:  How  to  or 

how  not  to  flip  a  coin,  as  in  National  Foot¬ 
ball  League  games  to  determine  which 
team  does  a  certain  thing,  was  the  subject 
of  a  recent  front-page  article  in  USA  Today. 
It  seems  that  now  the  practice  is  to  call 
"Heads!"  or  "Tails"  as  the  coin  is  in  mid¬ 
flip  in  midair.  The  proposal  is  that  the  call 


WARNING:  "Vainglorious  Terminol¬ 
ogy  In  Use":  A  nice  note  came  in  the  mail 
the  other  day  from  John  Kamin,  publisher 
of  The  Forecaster  newsletter.  John  liked  our 
article  on  the  Gobrecht  silver  dollar  and  the 
1884  trade  dollar  in  our  last  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view.  With  his  note  was  a  little  article  he 
wrote,  which  asked  and  then  answered  the 
question,  "What  is  a  true  collector ?"  In  part: 
"One  of  the  goofiest  things  you  will  ever 
hear  when  talking  to  coin  collectors  is:  ‘True 
collectors  do  this,  true  collectors  do  that.' 
But  what  is  a  TRUE  collector?  What  is  the 
opposite  of  a  true  collector?  Is  it  an  untrue 
collector?  Is  a  true  collector  'monogamous?' 
Aren't  you  allowed  to  collect  any  kind  of 
coins,  or  art  work,  or  bottle  caps,  or  any¬ 
thing  you  like?  Does  that  make  you  an  un- 


A  GOLF  BALL  signed  by  astronaut 
Neil  Armstrong,  the  first  man  to  walk  on 
the  moon,  was  a  featured  item  in  a  recent 
sale  held  by  the  Galley  of  History.  The  esti¬ 
mate  was  $1,000  to  $2,000.  Now  comes  the 
converse  question:  What  would  an  auto¬ 
graph  of  golfer  Arnold  Palmer  be  worth  if 
written  on,  say,  a  photograph  of  the  moon? 


O' 


UP  IS  DOWN  DEPT.:  A  teddy  bear  in 
a  recent  Lands  End  catalogue  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  "Made  in  the  USA  and  im¬ 
ported."  (PS.  We've  been  a  good  Lands 
End  customer  for  years.) 

V  V 

WE  ENJOY  "COLLECTING"  inter¬ 
esting  typographical  errors,  quite  possibly 
because  we  create  our  own  share.  Recently 
in  an  issue  of  the  National  Token  and  Collect¬ 
ible  Trader  we  saw  an  auction  of  miscella¬ 
neous  items  captioned  "POTPURRI."  As 
we  like  cats,  we  thought  that  perhaps  some 
interesting  kittens  or  related  items  would 
be  featured,  but,  alas,  there  was  not  a 
meow  to  be  heard. 
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Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the  "classic" 
era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  market  has  been  s low 


and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us  to  signal  an  op¬ 
portunity.  Suffice  it  to  say,  if  you  are  building  a 
choice  set  now  it  will  cost  you  much  less  than  it 
would  have  at  the  market  peak  in  1989. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
unhesitatingly  states  that  among  American  coins, 
few  if  any  issues  can  match  commemoratives  for 
their  historical  significance.  Beyond  this  aspect,  the 


series  is  laden  with  low  mintages.  Some  issues  in 
beautiful  Mint  State,  with  mintages  of  less  than  10,000 
pieces,  can  be  purchased  for  under  $100  per  coin, 
sometimes  well  under— certain  pieces  from  the  Booker 
T.  Washington  and  Washington-Carver  series  being 
prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the  right  time. 
If  you  don't  have  anything  special  in  mind,  we  sug¬ 
gest  starting  a  basic  ri  pe  set  which  consists  of  48 
different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus  the  1893  Isabella 
quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of 
50  coins.  Our  inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  issues  for  your  selection. 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  EF-45 . 215 

Notable  1900  Lafayette  $1 


In  our  Rare  Coin  Review  #125 
we  mentioned  Foley  Station,  a 
nice  restaurant  in  La  Grande, 
Oregon.  The  owners,  shown 
above,  appreciated  the  notation, 
asked  for  a  copy  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Revieio  in  question,  and  dis¬ 
played  it  in  their  front  window. 


1  *400  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  toning . 2,695 

Interestingly,  Lafayette  dollars  were  struck  from  hand- 
punched  dies,  resulting  in  several  collectible  die  varieties,  a 
highly  unusual  feature  among  federal  coins  of  that  era,  all 
others  of  which  were  stereoty  ped  except  for  the  date  logotype 
and  mintmark  punch. 

Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 
Plus  Personal  Letter 


1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-65  with  letter  and  history.  A 

splendid  specimen,  attractively  toned,  accompanied 
by  a  long  personal  (not  "form")  letter  from  the  Ala- 


60 
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H.P.C.  Writes  about 
a  Commemorative 

"Just  a  quick  note  to  let  you  won¬ 
derful  folks  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
know  that  we  received  the  MS-65 1946 
Iowa  half  dollar.  It  is  everything  one 
could  hope  for.  It  is  nice  enough  that  it 
will  not  be  broken  out  of  the  capsule. 

"On  another  note,  Mr.  Bowers  has 
once  again  given  the  collectors  of 
American  coins  an  impressive  tome  on 
early  collecting  and  collectors  in  the 
U.S.  The  book,  American  Numismatics 
Before  the  Civil  \Nar  1 760-1860,  is  bound 
to  win  awards.  Well  done,  Dave!" 


1938-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1936  Bridgeport  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 885 

1925-S  California.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 885 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  19 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  14 

1952- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 45 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 179 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Only 
5,000  examples  were  released  of  this  issue,  the 
same  being  true  of  the  other  two  mints.  Over  the 
years  this  has  been  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
series.  We  consider  the  present  pricing  structure 
to  be  especially  low  and  for  that  reason  especially 


attractive . 280 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Take  advantage 
of  today's  market  and  build  your  own  set! ...  285 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 73 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 73 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 65 

1936  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Columbia.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of 
America's  first  commemorative  half  dollar. ...  735 

1892  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 


1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  This  popular  issue 
was  widely  distributed  in  its  own  time,  and  in 
later  years  the  pieces  became  relatively  scarce,  as 
they  are  today,  particularly  in  choice  to  gem  Mint 
State . 615 


1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 299 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,095 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1935  Boone  with  small  "1934."  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 145 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  "1934."  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 550 

1935  Boone.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 69 

1935- S  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1936  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1936  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1936  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1936- S  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1937  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1937-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 565 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1938  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1938- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 


bama  Centennial  Commission  (the  letter  is  intact  but 
split  at  the  folds)  detailing  the  history  of  the  coin,  a 
find  for  the  advanced  collector  of  commemoratives 
and  memorabilia . 2,650 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 


trous.  Sure  to  please . 2,650 

1921  Alabama.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 265 

1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1936  Albany.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1937  Antietam.  MS-64  Light  golden  toning . 525 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 110 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1937- S  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1938- D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 


Commemorative  Coins 
of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


A  one-of-a-kind  resource.  Multiple  pages 
on  every  classic  commemorative  coin  and  pre¬ 
viously  unpublished  information  about  rarity, 
market  analyses,  etc.!  768  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308.  List  price 
$39.95.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308A. 
List  price  $49.95. 

For  your  special  discount  price  see  page  69. 
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1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  230 

1936  Delaware.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 223 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 205 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 205 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  ot  several 
commemorative  half  dollars  memorializing  the 

Civil  War . 575 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 329 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (NGC  ).  Brilliant . 329 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 290 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 265 


Choice  Grant  With  Star  50c 


1922  Grant  With  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Among 
early  commemorative  halt  dollars  this  is  the  great 
classic  (although  much  about  it  has  been  forgotten 

today).  Very'  scarce  in  this  high  grade . 2,595 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden 
surfaces.  Difficult  to  find  in  higher  grades. ...  825 
1922  Grant  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1935  Hudson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

The  distribution  of  this  issue  was  only  10,000  pieces, 
making  it  one  of  the  scarcest  and  most  desirable  of  all  basic 
designs. 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 519 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  519 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 105 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1946  Iowa  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 675 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 109 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 635 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  635 
1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse 

with  the  reverse  having  beautiful  gold  and  green 

peripheral  toning . 385 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 795 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem. ...  599 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 599 

1920  Maine.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 


1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

Fairly  scarce  at  the  gem  level  as  offered  here. 

1934  Maryland.  M^65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1934  Maryland.  M^64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 


Gem  1921  Missouri  Half  Dollar 


1921  Missouri.  2*4.  MS-65  (PCGS)  I  ight  rose  ton¬ 
ing.  A  truly  remarkable,  indeed  very  special  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  issue  which  is  scarce  in  all  grades,  but 
which  emerges  as  a  significant  rarity  in  this  el¬ 
egant  preservation . 5,895 

1921  Missouri  2*4  Al  -55  (PCGS)  Brilliant  435 
1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely 

toned . 575 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning . 295 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 42 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 435 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  410 

1936  Norfolk  commemorative  half  dollar  imprinted 
cardboard  holder  (five  spaces)  used  to  distribute 
the  pieces;  no  coins.  A  nice  exhibit  item . 109 


1926-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 279 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 209 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 309 

Many  of  these  were  distributed  at  the  Century  of 
Progress  exposition  held  in  Chicago. 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . 309 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1934-D  Oregon  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1936  Oregon  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 249 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1938  Oregon  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 225 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 245 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65  Brilliant . 255 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64  Brilliant . 245 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS^4  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-66  irCGS)  Brilliant  845 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65  Brilliant . 695 

Remarkably  low-mintage 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 695 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64  Brilliant  515 


Receive  a  -free 
Camr-Washington 
Commemorative ! 


As  our  way  of  saving  thank  you  for 
your  business,  we  would  like  to  extend  this 
special  invitation... 

Order  $300  worth  of  coins  or  books 
from  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Reinew  and 
receive  a  FREE  uncertified  ("raw")  1952 


Carver-Washington  commemorative  in  the 
grade  of  MS-63.  These  beautiful  coins  have 
a  retail  value  of  $16  but  are  yours  FREE 
with  anv  purchase  totaling  over  $300! 

Be  sure  to  mention  "you  saw  it  here" 
when  you  place  your  order! 


62 
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United  States  Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 515 

1915-S  Panama  Pacific.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  559 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 499 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..  85 
1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 69 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 59 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 695 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 

golden  peripheral  toning . 695 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  210 
1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 


1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Build  a  set.  225 


1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 209 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 209 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  CPCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 285 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 


MS-65  PCGS  1926  Sesquicentennial 


1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
major  rarity  at  this  level  of  preservation,  although 
quite  plentiful  in  lower  Mint  State  grades  (such  as 
MS-60  to  MS-63) .  5,395 

While  this  issue  is  quite  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  at  the 


Use  This  Issue... 

...of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  to  start  your 
own  collection  of  commemoratives  of 
the  classic  era  1892-1954.  Each  piece  has 
its  own  story  to  tell,  and  with  Bowers 
and  Merena  quality  plus  currently  at¬ 
tractive  market  prices,  you  have  all  the 
ingredients  at  hand  to  build  a  fine  ex¬ 
hibit.  And,  to  add  to  your  pleasure,  a 
number  of  very  worthwhile  books  are 
available  on  the  series.  See  our  Books 
for  Sale  section  beginning  on  page  69. 


MS-65  level  it  emerges  as  a  significant  rarity. 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  175 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 110 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 935 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .  525 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 525 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

Here  begins  the  extensive  run  of  Texas 


commemoratives,  which  continued  through  1938.  The  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  complete  collection  of  these  is  a  very  affordable 
possibility,  and  even  the  lower-mintage  issues  are  very  inex¬ 


pensive. 

1934  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1934  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1936  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1938  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

Another  low-mintage  issue. 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1938  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 309 

Another  low-mintage  issue. 


1938-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 309 

Another  low-mintage  issue. 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 309 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,175 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Beautiful  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 1,175 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1927  Vermont.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 169 

1948-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 59 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1951- D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 179 

1936  York.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1936  York.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 


Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS).  1,495 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  por¬ 
trait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  think  the  market  offers 
many  really  excellent  buys,  and  we  have  been 

emphasizing  our  acquisitions  in  this  area . 649 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  por- 


U.S.  AND  COLONIAL 

COINS 


With  over  1000  illustration* 

The  definitive  mimismulif  reference  book 


Walter  Breen's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  US.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

Here  is  an  absolute  "must"  for  every  numismatic 
library.  It  describes  each  and  every  American  issue 
from  the  earliest  days  onward.  Rarity,  mintage  fig¬ 
ures,  die  characteristics,  unusual  varieties,  and  other 
characteristics  and  data  are  at  your  fingertips.  This 
is  virtually  a  numismatic  library  all  in  one  book 
754  pages,  illustrated 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  price 
$125.00. 

For  your  special  discount  see  page  69 


KSfi! 
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United  States  Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


trait.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCI).  Bril¬ 
liant . 865 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  Brilliant.  725 


1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 565 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 485 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64  Bril¬ 
liant . 765 


1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant . 435 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 510 


The  Lasting  Quality  of  " Improved "  Media 

Or,  " antiques "  before  their  time ? 


Our  Texas  friend  Dick  Howe  recently 
sent  a  copy  of  an  article  in  US  News  and 
World  Report,  "Whoops,  there  goes  an¬ 
other  CD-ROM,"  by  Laura  Tangley, 
which  discussed  the  deterioration  of  cer¬ 
tain  modern  media.  We  found  it  fascinat¬ 
ing. 

First  of  all,  certain  computer  programs 
are  becoming  "rare,"  and  the  writer  said 
that  finding  software  to  translate  the  old 
WordPerfect  4.0  program  might  be  very 
difficult  to  do.  Your  editor  can  sympa¬ 
thize,  for  we  have  some  information 
stored  on  an  old  Macintosh  computer  in 
Microsoft  File  2.0,  and  we  can  find  no 
program  to  open  this  on  our  present 
Windows  95  (we  downloaded  Windows 
98,  did  not  like  it  as  well  as  its  earlier  ver¬ 
sion,  and  put  95  back  on)  computer  using 
Microsoft  Word. 

Ms.  Tangley  notes  that  an  associate  li¬ 
brarian  at  Yale  University  "developed  a 
project  to  transfer  2,000  books  from  mi¬ 
crofilm  to  optical  disk;  midway  through 
the  project,  the  software  he  was  using  be¬ 
came  obsolete,  and  the  disks  could  no 
longer  be  easily  read."  At  the  New  York 
State  Archives,  another  researcher  "tried 
unsuccessfully  to  read  magnetic  tapes, 
recorded  in  the  1960s,  which  mapped 
land  use  throughout  the  state.  Further, 
"on  a  larger  scale,  satellite  photos  of  the 
Brazilian  Amazon  taken  during  the 
1970s  — data  critical  to  establishing  defor¬ 
estation  trends  both  regionally  and  glo¬ 
bally— are  also  trapped  on  indecipher¬ 
able  magnetic  tapes." 

The  article  went  on  to  state  that  for 
high-quality  brands,  the  storage  life  in 
years  (at  68°  and  40%  humidity)  are 
about  10  years  for  magnetic  tapes  of  all 
kinds  including  VHS  tapes.  Optical 
disks  such  as  CD-ROMs  seem  to  have  a 


life  ranging  from  about  two  years  to  50 
years,  quite  a  span,  but  a  dangerous 
warning  if  you  have  one  from  the  lower 
end  of  the  range.  Standard  microfilm  is 
given  a  life  from  10  to  15  years,  with  ar¬ 
chival-quality  microfilm  going  past  the 
100-year  mark.  On  the  other  hand,  low 
acid,  buffered  paper  reaches  up  to  500 
years. 

We  have  enjoyed  the  fringe  benefits  of 
microfilm,  CD-ROM,  etc.,  technology  in¬ 
asmuch  as  many  libraries  have  been 
deaccessioning  the  original  copies  of  old- 
time  newspapers,  magazines,  and  books. 
We  have  been  very  eager  buyers,  and  re¬ 
ally  appreciate  our  original  file  of  very 
nicely  preserved  19th-century  periodi¬ 
cals,  particularly  those  from  the  1850s  and 
1860s.  However,  in  reading  an  article 
such  as  just  quoted,  we  wouldn't  be  a  bit 
surprised  if  a  few  decades  hence  the  insti¬ 
tutions  will  be  very  sorry  that  they  let  go 
of  the  original  printed  paper  versions  of  such 
items. 

A  few  other  things  come  to  mind  con¬ 
cerning  "improved"  products.  We  re¬ 
cently  read  that  the  Smithsonian  Institu¬ 
tion  was  having  difficulty  preserving  cer¬ 
tain  artifacts  from  the  space  age,  as  the 
material  used  in  space  suits  is  deteriorat¬ 
ing  to  the  point  at  which  some  suits  are 
literally  falling  apart.  And,  while  old  zinc- 
coated  trash  cans  might  rust  if  kept  in 
damp  surroundings,  plastic  versions  tend 
to  split  apart  after  just  a  few  years  of  use, 
no  matter  how  carefully  they  are  kept. 
The  other  day  we  were  reading  a  San 
Francisco  Herald  from  1854,  and  it  was 
printed  on  paper  stronger  and  more  du¬ 
rable  than  paper  used  today  by  newspa¬ 
pers,  and  it  is  still  in  fine  shape,  almost  as 
good  as  new,  145  years  after  it  was 
printed. 


Stuart  Segan's  Book  Ideas 

Recently  Stuart  Segan,  compiler  of 
the  "Trends"  section  of  Coin  World  and 
a  staff  writer  on  many  other  subjects  as 
well,  created  a  feature,  "Ten  books  for 
every  shelf:  for  U.S.  coin  collectors, 
these  books  speak  volumes."  Listed 
were  the  following,  in  the  order  he  pre¬ 
sented  them: 

Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia 
of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins. 

The  History  of  United  States  Coin¬ 
age  -  As  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collec¬ 
tion  written  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  This 
book  is  truly  a  history  of  the  coins,  the 
collectors,  the  dealers  and  the  entire 
panorama  of  numismatics  in  the 
United  States  from  the  inception  of  the 
popular  market  for  coins  beginning  in 
the  1850s.  The  book  is  anecdotal  at 
times,  scholarly  at  others  and  still  well 
rounded  enough  for  the  layman  to  en- 
jov.  It  includes  information  as  far  rang¬ 
ing  as  the  prices  realized  at  auctions 
conducted  in  1855,  a  history  of  so- 
called  territorial  gold  and  colorful  syn¬ 
opses  about  leading  dealers  and  collec¬ 
tors  of  the  day  during  many  different 
time  periods  for  more  than  100  years. 

Early  American  Cents  1793-1814  by 
Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon. 

Photograde  by  James  Ruddy. 

Numisma  by  Ed.  Frossard.  Referring 
to  this  well-known  19th-centurv  dealer 
who  issued  Numisma  as  a  company 
magazine. 

Fractional  Money  by  Neil  Carothers. 

Population  reports  by  various  grad¬ 
ing  services  (a  collective  recommenda¬ 
tion). 

Numismatic  Art  in  America  by 
Cornelius  Vermeule. 

Coin  World  Almanac  by  the  editors 
of  Coin  World. 

Price  guides  (various),  including 
the  "Trends"  feature  and  the  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins. 
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Miscellany  for  Sale 


California  Small 
Denomination  Gold 

Round  25C 

Undated  (circa  1853).  Breen-Gillio-221.  Liberty  Head. 


MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

Undated  (circa  1853).  BG-224.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

Octagonal  25C 

1866  BG-708.  Rarity-5.  Liberty  Head.  EF-40 . 195 

1875  BG-798.  Indian  Head.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 395 


Round  Gold  $1 


Rare  1872  Round  Gold  $1 


1872  BG-1207.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
A  brilliant,  prooflike,  and  very  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  issue.  As  a  class,  round-format  gold  dollars 
are  all  rarities . 3,250 

Octagonal  Gold  $1 

1854  "Perched  Eagle"  $1 


1854  BG-504.  Liberty  Head.  Eagle  reverse  as  used  on 
the  $50  gold  coins.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive.  Ever-popular  motif  and,  of  course,  the 

scarcest  of  the  three  denominations . 3,950 

1869  BG-1106.  Liberty  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 695 

1871  BG-1109.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  prooflike  beauty. 
Very  attractive! . 1,695 


Territorial  Gold 


edge.  Transitional  issue  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
reverse  as  first  regularly  used  in  1866 .  2,995 


Rare  1849  Oregon  "Beaver"  $5 


Proof  Set 


1849  Oregon  $5  Kagin-1.  Rarity-5.  VF-25  (PCGS). 
A  very  nice  specimen  of  this  famous  Oregon 
coin . 24,500 

The  story  of  this  issue  is  fascinating,  and  we  would  be 
pleased  to  provide  expanded  details  to  the  buyer.  In  brief, 
Oregonians  who  visited  the  California  gold  fields  in  1848-1 849 
returned  to  the  Oregon  Territory  with  their  treasures.  The 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  paying  just  $10  per  ounce  for 
gold  which  in  other  markets  was  worth  $16  to  $18.  It  was 
proposed  that  an  official  territorial  government  mint  be  set  up, 
but  after  initial  acceptance,  the  idea  was  rejected.  A  group  of 
private  individuals  took  matters  into  their  own  hands  and 
formed  the  Oregon  Exchange  Company,  cut  their  own  dies, 
and  produced  a  small  number  of  $5  and  $10  pieces  of  native 
gold  (without  added  alloy). 

Pattern  Coins 


1858  Pattern  Indian  cent.  Pollock-259,  Judd-208. 

Proof-63.  Obverse  dated  1858,  but  of  the  same  type 
adopted  in  1859.  Reverse  with  laurel  wreath  as 
adopted  in  1859.  Ever  popular  as  an  eye-catching 
conversation  piece.  Only  a  few  hundred  are  known 
to  exist;  it  is  at  least  two  or  three  times  rarer  than 
an  equivalent  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent . 1,495 

1859  Pattern  Indian  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of 

1859  (regular  issue),  reverse  of  1860  (regular  is¬ 
sue  with  oak  wreath  and  shield).  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  of  this  highly  im¬ 
portant  coin . T695 

Transitional  Pattern  1864  25« 


1864  Pattern  Seated  Liberty  quarter.  P-455,  J-387. 
Proof-63  RB  (NGC).  Struck  in  copper.  Reeded 


1983-S  l<t,  5<t,  10<t  no  S,  25C,  50<L  A  gem  set  with  the 
key  S-less  dime,  the  result  of  a  die-making  blun¬ 
der.  The  mintage  of  this  error  was  not  recorded, 
but  it  must  have  been  very  small . 495 


WITH  FAMILY  TRUST, 

HELP  IS  NEARBY. 

EVEN  WHEN  YOUR  FAMILY 
IS  FAR  AWAY. 


BackiKic  of  a  1954  U.S.  half  dollar  coin 


Book tr  T.  Wathington  and  George  Washington  Carver. 


Sometimes  even  the  most  caring  family  can’t  be  with  you  in  rimes  of  need.  But 
as  long  as  you’re  well  prepared,  you  won’t  be  left  feeling  alone.  That’s  the  idea 
behind  Family  Trust,  a  program  that  combines  management  of  your  assets  and 
health  coordination  in  one  plan.  With  our  team  of  experts  close  by.  you’ll  get  the 
support  you  need  to  maintain  the  independence  you’ve  always  enjoyed. 

Mark  Buko  twill  hat  0*»r  a  decade  of  eapenence  m  the  financial  terviei  mduitrj  He  hold  an  MBA  Irom  (he  Unrvereity  of  Rochofler 
and  an  undergraduate  boimcti  degree  from  Uninut  CoRege  Mar*  will  receive  hit  Financial  Manner  Certification  in  the  fai  of  1*11 

Call  1 540)  $4)4)4)  or  vmtui 
in  Roanoke  at  11)  S.  Jefferton  Street.  )rd  Floor 
mark.bukowtklBfintunion.com 

Mark  Bukowtki 


Thanks  to  reader  Jimmy  Lusk  who 
sent  along  this  First  Union  Bank  adver¬ 
tisement  highlighting  what  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  the  "backside  of  a  1954  U.S. 
half  dollar  commemorating  Booker  T. 
Washington  and  George  Washington 
Carver."  This  particular  financial  institu¬ 
tion  has  been  running  a  series  of  interest¬ 
ing  advertisements  featuring  coins,  rang¬ 
ing  from  Civil  War  tokens  to  the  present 
commemorative.  We  commend  the  First 
Union  Bank  on  a  campaign  that  certainly 
must  benefit  our  hobby. 
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Miscellany  for  Sale 
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Counterstamped  Coins 

1807  Draped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  with 

"R.  Keen"  on  the  obverse.  Fine . 195 

1863  Indian  Cent  "NY-650-A-1 VC.  Merchant  coun¬ 
terstamp,  quasi  "Civil  War  token"  with  W.P. 
Davis,  Engine,  Calendar  &  Tile  Machine  Manf'r 
No.  Bloomfield  NY.  Interesting.  First  seen!  ..  475 
1874  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  counterstamped 
with  SAGE'S  CANDY  COIN.  VG.  A  somewhat 
mysterious  issue;  in  1874  the  proprietor  of  Sage's 
Candy  apparently  featured  silver  quarters,  half 
dollars,  and  trade  dollars  as  a  promotion  of  some 
type.  No  other  dates  or  denominations  are 
known,  nor  is  the  identity  of  Sage  known  (it  is  not 
our  early  numismatic  dealer  luminary,  Augustus 
B.  Sage). . . . 295 

Tokens,  Medals,  Etc. 

Atwood's  Railroad  Hotel,  New  York  City.  Low-201. 
Copper.  Rarity-7.  AU-58.  Depicts  Washington  on 
horseback.  One  of  the  most  famous  of  all  19th- 
century  New  York  Citv  storecards  and  transpor¬ 
tation  tokens . 1,795 

1820  North  West  Co.  Token 


1820  North  West  Co.  "beaver"  token  Brass.  VF-30, 
holed  (as  usual,  for  use  by  Native  Americans).  A 


Abe  Lincoln  More 
Prolific  than  Stated 

George  Vanca  writes  as  follows: 

"Concerning  your  comments  on 
page  11  of  Rare  Coin  Review  #125  about 
Abe  Lincoln  you  refer  to:  'Robert  Lin¬ 
coln,  the  only  son  of  the  president...' 

"Please  note  Lincoln  had  several 
sons! 

"1  —  Robert  Todd  —  first  son. 

"2  —  Edward  Baker  — second  son, 
died  at  age  4. 

"3  —  William  Wallace  — third  son, 
died  at  age  11  while  Lincoln  was  in  of¬ 
fice. 

"4  —  Thomas  —  fourth  son,  was 
known  as  'Tad.'  " 


splendid  and  far-above-average  specimen  of  one 
of  the  great  classics  among  American  token  is¬ 
sues.  Listed  in  the  Guide  Book  and  elsewhere.  One 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  offered  for  sale.  4,195 


Erie  Canal  Medal  in  Silver 


1826  Erie  Canal  Token.  HK-1  in  silver.  MS-60  PL  A 

beautiful  example  of  this  very  early  medal  by 
Charles  Cushing  Wright,  who  went  on  to  become 
the  most  acclaimed  engraver  of  his  time.  Com¬ 
memorates  the  greatest  public  w  orks  project  of  its 
time,  the  Erie  Canal,  begun  in  1817  and  completed 

in  1835 . 2395 

1833  L-72.  Hard  Times  token.  Rarity-6.  Francis 
Brigham.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford  token.  A 
lovely  AU-50  specimen  of  this  issue,  perennially 

a  favorite  rarity . 1,095 

1833  L-73.  Francis  Brigham.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford 
Token.  VF-30.Lot  1155 .  325 

From  our  tale  of  the  Garret  Collection,  Lot  1 155. 

1838  L-54.  AM  I  NOT  A  WOMAN  &  A  SISTER  token. 

EF . 185 

Circa  (1868)  Baker-251  Washington  Medal.  Proof-63 
RD .  325 


Stanley  Cup  Hockey  Award 


1938  Stanley  Cup  Award  Medal  in  gold.  EF 

Awarded  to  Carl  Voss  of  the  Chicago  Black 
Hawks.  A  prime  sports  item,  a  find  for  the  histo¬ 
rian  and  specialist . 2,895 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our  prede¬ 
cessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  commis¬ 
sioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Rochester, 
NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for  us.  The 
approximate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent  of 
the  1793-1857  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each 
token  depicts  on  the  obverse  the  famous 
IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the 
1786-1787  copper  coinage,  "Columbia"  being  a 
representation  of  "America."  The  reverse  depicts 
an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived 


from  the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold 
coin.  Examples  are  with  "antiqued"  finish  as 
made.  Dave  Bow'ers  discovered  a  little  box  full  of 
these  when  moving  some  "stuff,"  the  remainder 
from  2,000  minted.  Each  $9.95,  25  for . 149 

Hawaiian  Coins 

1883  Hawaiian.  10<.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  1,695 

1883  Hawaiian.  10<.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 389 

Miscellany 

1942  "experimental  cent"  related  pieces:  In  1942  the 
United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suitable 
replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being  a  strategic 
war  material,  copper  was  in  high  demand.  Re¬ 
placement  material  required  various  properties  to 
simulate  copper  as  closely  as  possible.  Private  com- 


Myth  Repeated 


I  scs  o  Ktuaue  fa  tor  you1  \ 

(Ctecl  out  ou  tares  x  page  22*  too>  J 


KLM 

(fy  NORTHWEST 

AIRLINES 

|  www.nwa.com 

I-800-22S-252S  | 

Above  is  shown  an  interesting  daily 
feature  in  USA  Today  sponsored  by  the 
airlines  noted.  The  question  posed  is 
"Who  offered  her  silver  sendee  for  the 
first  coins  minted  in  the  U.S.?"  The  an¬ 
swer  given  is  "Martha  Washington." 
This  mvth  has  no  foundation  in  fact, 
but  has  been  repeated  over  a  long  pe¬ 
riod  of  years.  Apparently  the  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  1792  half  disme  (which 
was  hardly  the  first  coin  minted  in  the 
United  States,  as  it  was  antedated  by 
many  others  including  the  1776  Conti¬ 
nental  dollar,  1783  Nova  Constellatio 
patterns,  state  coinages  of  1785-1788, 
and  more).  An  essay  on  the  1792  half 
disme,  "Fact  and  Fiction,"  by  Mark 
Borckardt  appears  in  our  January  1999 
Rarities  Sale  catalogue.  To  date,  we  are 
not  aware  of  any  factual  information 
stating  who,  or  what  entity,  provided 
silver  bullion  for  this  coinage. 
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Miscellany  for  Sale 


A 


Col.  Bill  Murray  Writes 

Col.  Bill  Murray,  Coin  World  col¬ 
umnist,  keeps  a  weather  eye  out  for 
numismatic  books  and  publications 
and  writes  about  them.  The  following 
was  part  of  his  December  21  page  and 
relates  to  our  new  book,  American  Nu¬ 
mismatics  Before  the  Ciihl  War,  1760- 
1860: 

Bowers  tells  the  stories  of  early  coin 
dealer  Augustus  B.  Sage,  his  contem¬ 
poraries,  his  business,  and  the  found¬ 
ing  of  the  American  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety,  making  you  feel  you  are  one  of 
those  contemporaries. 

The  stories  of  early  auctions  in¬ 
trigue.  The  catalogues  of  many  of  them 
are  eagerly  sought  today,  Charles  I. 
Bushnell's  among  them.  Consider 
yourself  a  founding  member  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  as  was 
Sage,  and  read  those  early  minutes  of 
what  today  is  one  of  the  leading  schol¬ 
arly  organizations  of  the  world. 

Once  you  start  to  read  Dave's  latest 
book,  you  won't  want  to  put  it  down. 
You  probably  will,  however.  Its  429 
pages  in  8.5xll-inch  format  makes  for 
more  than  one  evening's  read.  I  suspect 
you  will  not  leave  it  for  long  before  you 
finish  it.  Then  you'll  go  back  to  savor 
some  especially  delectable  passages,  or 
to  read  some  of  the  intriguing  notes 
that  Bowers  provides. 

Note  from  QDB:  Thanks,  Bill! 


Telephone  History  Rewritten: 

The  following  revised  narrative  of 
Alexander  Graham  Bell  from  a  recent 
catalogue  issued  by  A.  G.  Correa  and 
Son,  Edgecomb  Maine,  tickled  our 
funny  bone: 

"Mr.  Watson,  push  the  star  key. 
At  the  beep,  access  the  menu  selec¬ 
tion  by  using  the  pound  key  or  say¬ 
ing  pound.  Then,  enter  the  first  five 
letters  of  my  last  name.  Oh  the  hell 
with  it.  Watson,  come  here,  I  need 
you." 


panies  were  contacted  to  explore  materials  as  di¬ 
verse  as  plastic  and  glass.  Special  dies  were  pre¬ 
pared  for  use  in  the  testing  process.  The  firms 
involved  provided  sample  planchets  which  were 
stuck  with  these  dies.  We  were  fortunate  to  acquire 
a  small  quantity  of  plastic  "Planchets"  or  disks 
which  were  left  over  from  one  of  the  private  com¬ 
panies  involved.  We  have  two  different  types  of 
material:  General-purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very 
dark  brown,  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six  con¬ 
centric  circles  raised  on  each  side.  Urea-formalde¬ 
hyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs  10.76  grains.  These 
also  have  six  raised  circles  on  each  side.  Order  ei¬ 
ther  type  for,  each . 59 

Currency 

Pels  "rebus  puzzle"  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  purchased. 
Crisp  Uncirculated . 375 

Paper  Americana 

1882  Diary.  Offered  at  $795,  but  reduced  for  quick 
clearance  to  just,  net,  $450,  first  order  gets  it! 

Interesting  19th-century  manuscript  (not  coin  related, 
but  fascinating),  by  a  doctor  who  studied  and  sailed. 
Manuscript  diary,  1882-1885,  kept  by  Dr.  Charles 
Washington  Bray  of  Portland,  Cumberland  County, 
Maine.  Bray  (1850-1922)  attended  Brunswick  Medi¬ 
cal  School  and  in  1874  graduated  from  the  medical 
department  of  Columbia  University.  He  was  a 
member  of  numerous  medical  associations,  prac¬ 


ticed  medicine  for  over  40  years,  and  was  commo¬ 
dore  of  the  Portland  Yacht  Qub  for  almost  20  years. 
He  lived  and  sailed  "down  east"  all  his  life.  This 
diary  (140  pp)  mostly  describes  Bray's  yachting  ad¬ 
ventures  off  the  coast  of  Maine  as  a  young  medical 
doctor  in  the  company  of  his  good  friends.  Bray 
writes  in  a  clear,  precise,  and  often  humorous  style 
combined  with  the  form  of  a  sailing  log.  The  entries 
are  also  interspersed  with  several  pencil  drawings 
of  scenery  and  nautical  interest.  The  reader  can  eas¬ 
ily  picture  himself  or  herself  in  the  company  of  this 
fun-loving  Victorian  yachting  crew,  sailing  and 
camping  off  the  coast  of  Maine.  Doctors'  diaries  are 
very  rare  and  to  find  one  where  the  diarist  is  actu¬ 
ally  describing  a  fun  activity,  rarer  yet.  This  tome 
also  includes  a  38-page  chapter  of  lectures  taken  at 
Bowdoin  Medical  School  in  1872,  and  about  8  pages 
of  case  notes  from  1873-1880.  Unusual.  Octavo, 
worn  red  3/4  calf  and  marbled  boards,  2"  piece 
lacking  from  top  of  spine,  contents  fine,  clean,  and 
legible.  Large  ornate  Portland  stationer's  ticket  on 
front  pastedown,  Approximately  185  pp.  plus 

blanks . 450 

c.1907  Coin  postcards  of  different  countries  housed  in 
a  bound  book.  24  pages  with  a  card  on  both  sides. 
Individual  cards  have  sold  for  over  $100  each.  A 

find;  the  first  set  or  album  we've  seen . 895 

Ideal  for  framing:  American  Airlines  colorful  oval 
luggage  tag  (the  kind  that  used  to  be  pasted  on  to 
steamer  trunks  and  suitcases,)  mid-1930s,  depict¬ 
ing  an  early  propeller  plane  and  the  ill-fated  Zep¬ 
pelin  Hindenburg.  American  Airlines,  Inc.  offered 
exclusive  connecting  service  to  the  Hindenburg, 
apparently  for  only  a  very  short  time . 99 


Lots  of  young  numismatists  (and  a  few  older  numismatists,  too)  in  action  at  a  recent 
auction  held  by  the  Fort  Worth  Coin  Club.  As  we  contributed  to  the  event  the  club  sent 
this  picture  to  us.  (Photo  by  ].  Russell  Prinzinger) 
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Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the  grades 
you  want,  and  at  the  prices  that  will  he  a  good  value  for 
you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us  your  list  of  the  important, 
hard-to-find  coins  you  are  seeking  in  the  price  range  of 
$250  up  to  any  higher  amount.  Just  use  a  separate  sheet  of 
paper  to  list  the  coins  you  need,  and  send  it  to  us.  We  will 
immediately  begin  searching  for  the  coins  you  specify! 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes  and  ears  on  ev¬ 
ery  convention  bourse  floor,  in  our  office  when  old-time 
collections  come  through  our  doors,  and  over  the  tele¬ 
phone  to  dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 


We  offer  you  these  advantages: 

Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
organization  has  been  one  of  the  most  reputable,  longest- 
established,  and  financially  secure  coin  companies. 

Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the  quality  you  re¬ 
ceive.  Our  coias  are  chosen  specifically  for  their  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal  in  combination  w'ith  their  technical  grades.  PLUS,  each  is 
priced  to  be  a  good  value  for  you.  Each  and  even'  purchase 
you  make  comes  with  our  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  truly  enjoy  providing  the 
best  in  personal  service.  Each  of  our  clients  becomes  an  im¬ 
portant  member  of  our  "family"  of  coin  buyers. 


For  information,  call  toll-free  1-800-222-5993 

Or  write: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  Attn:  Want  List 
Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Samel \  g  /'on  ib  Pocket 
Magnifying  Glasses 


Sowers  eg  Merena 
Belt  Clip 


Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination 
of  two  lenses  in  durable  plastic  case; 
two  lenses  fold  into  case,  which  sen’es 
as  handle.  Yields  4X  to  9X  power. 
Wide  field  of  vision  permits  easy  in¬ 
spection  of  coins  for  grading,  enjoy¬ 
ment,  etc.  Our  favorite  all-purpose 
glass.  $23. (not  pictured) 


Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  trip¬ 
let  lens  system,  highly  corrected  opti¬ 
cal  glass,  swings  into  chrome-plated 
case  which  serves  as  handle.  7X 
power.  Somewhat  limited  field  of  vi¬ 
sion;  excellent  for  detail  work 
(overdates,  die  varieties,  repunched 
letters,  etc.).  $44. 


Stock  No.  BL-5X:  Inexpensive 
"Packette"  5X  magnifier  of  molded 
optical  plastic.  Folds  into  plastic 
case.  A  good  pocket  glass  with  good 
field  of  vision.  Priced  inexpensively; 
if  you  lose  it,  you  can  easily  buy  an¬ 
other.  $9. 


Have  vou  ever  lost  your  magni- 
fving  glass  or  kevs?  This  little  metal- 
cased  "reel"  consists  of  a  plastic- 
coated  woven  wire,  two  feet  long, 
which  attaches  to  a  belt  loop  or  pocket 
edge.  At  the  end  of  the  wire  is  a  kev 
ring  which  retracts  into  the  reel  as 
soon  as  vou  let  go.  Useful  for  kevs, 
magnifying  glass,  or  anything  else 
that  fits  on  a  kev  ring.  Decorated  with 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  "griffin" 
logotype  and  inscription.  Only  $10. 
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Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 

Books  -  The  Key  to  Enjoyment !! 

Books  -  The  Key  to  Success!! 


SPECIAL  DISCOUNTS  FOR  YOU! 

Books  are  fun!  Books  are  profitable  to 
you!  And,  books  are  inexpensive.  Did  you 
know  that  for  just  a  few  hundred  dollars  you 
can  build  a  basic  foundation  for  a  nice  library 
on  United  States  coins? 

You  can! 

And,  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  is 
the  place  to  do  it. 

Numismatics  has  been  called  "the  world's 
greatest  hobby."  And,  what  a  fine  hobby  it  is. 
Art,  history,  romance,  excitement  —  all  beckon 
you.  And,  many  collectors  have  found  that  a 
fine  collection,  if  gathered  with  care  and  held 
over  a  period  of  years,  can  be  a  wonderful 
investment.  The  key  to  success  in  all  of  this 
can  be  summed  up  in  one  word:  knowledge. 

Books  hold  the  key  to  knowledge,  to  col¬ 
lecting  enjoyment,  and  success.  If  you  are  in¬ 
terested  in  making  advantageous  buys  for 
your  collection,  there  is  no  substitute  for 
knowledge.  And  when  it  comes  to  gaining 
knowledge,  there  is  no  substitute  for  books. 
They  provide  you  with  valuable  collecting 
tips,  insights,  and  market  information  allow¬ 
ing  you  to  add  to  your  collection  wisely. 
Bowers  and  Merena  publications  offer  you 
something  for  every  collecting  interest  and  at 
great  discount  prices. 

DISCOUNTS  FOR  YOU!:  You  automati¬ 
cally  get  a  10%  discount  from  the  list  price  no 
matter  how  small  your  order  is.  Or,  if  the  list 
prices  of  the  books  in  your  order  total  $100  or 
more,  you  get  a  20%  discount. 

GUARANTEE:  And,  that  is  not  all!  We 
guarantee  you'll  be  pleased  with  every  book 
purchase  you  make.  You  have  30  days  to  re¬ 
view  the  title  in  your  own  home  before  mak¬ 
ing  your  decision.  We  probably  sell  more  coin 
books  than  any  other  professional  numis¬ 
matic  firm  on  the  planet,  and  only  rarely  does 
someone  send  one  back.  However,  the  guar¬ 
antee  is  there  if  you  need  it! 


New  Listings  to  Our  Stock 

Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and  Con¬ 
federation  by  Philip  L.  Mossman  is  one  of  the 
finest  books  published 
in  our  generation.  In 
this  monumental  study, 
the  author  provides  a 
fresh  insight  into 
American  monetary 
history  of  the  pre-fed- 
eral  period.  The  theme 
of  this  study  is  that 
money  must  be  under¬ 
stood  in  the  context  of  a  circulating  medium 
of  exchange.  This  holistic  approach  to  nu¬ 
mismatics  requires  an  appreciation  of  the 
prevailing  economic,  political,  and  historical 
factors  which  shaped  the  environment  in 
which  the  money  was  current.  When  our 
first  copy  arrived,  we  dropped  everything 
and  ignored  the  world  around  us  for  a  day! 
You'll  like  it,  too!  This  beautiful  hardbound 
and  extensively  illustrated  work  of  over  300 
pages  was  called  "a  major  contribution  to 
early  American  numismatic  literature"  by 
Eric  P.  Newman.  BMO-200.  List  price  $100. 

"COINAGE  OF  THE  AMERICAS" 
TITLES;  first  time  offered  by  ns: 

Each  year  the  American  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety  conducts  one  of  the  finest  programs  to  be 
found  anywhere  in  our  hobby:  the  Coinage  of 
the  Americas  Conference.  Leading  collectors, 
historians,  researchers,  and  others  are  invited 
to  come  to  New  York  City  and  give  presenta¬ 
tions  as  part  of  a  two-day  seminar.  Later, 
these  presentations  are  expanded,  illustrated, 
and  published  in  book  form.  We  offer  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fine  books,  small  in  format  but  very 
large  in  content  and  worth,  published  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Society.  Each  book  is 
guaranteed  to  provide  you  with  hours  of  in¬ 
formative,  enjoyable  reading.  And,  each  book 
contains  information  not  available  in  any 
other  single  text. 
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Continuing  Best  Sellers 

Scott  Travers'  Top  88  Coins 
Over  $100  •  44-Coin  Hotlist; 
44-Coin  Blacklist.  A  softbound 
book  with  a  foreword  by  our  own  Q. 
David  Bowers  and  photographs  provided 
by  our  own  Doug  Plasencia.  Scott  Travers, 
a  well-known  rare  coin 
dealer,  draws  a  road 
map  detailing  both  the 
hits  and  the  misses  — 
the  coins  that  in  his  opin¬ 
ion  represent  good  value 
at  current  market  levels 
and  those  that  in  his 


•  America's  Silver  Coinage 
1794-1891 

Stock  No.  BAN-210  -  List 
price  $15 

•  America's  Silver  Dollars 
Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg 
Stock  No.  BAN-211  -  List 

price  $25 

•  America's  Gold  Coinage 
Edited  bv  William  E. 

J 

Metcalf 

Stock  No.  BAN-212  -  List 
price  $15 

•  The  Token:  America's 
Other  Money 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 
Stock  No.  BAN-213  -  List 
price  $25 

•  Coinage  of  the  American 
Confederation  Period 

Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Stock  No.  BAN-214  -  List 
price  $25 

•  America's  Large  Cent 
Stock  No.  BAN-215  -  List 

price  $25 


opinion  should  be  avoided.  Stock  No.  BTR 
950.  List  price  $11 .95. 
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Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


Here  is  a  "fun"  set  of 
books  providing  a  window 
on  American  numimsmatics 
of  the  last  century.  If  you 
like  history  and  nostalgia, 
you'll  love  this  collection  of 
volumes,  a  modern  reprint 
of  the  periodicals  of  E. 

Locke  Mason,  a  Philadel¬ 
phia  rare  coin  dealer  who 
later  moved  to  Boston, 
where  the  grass  seemed 
greener.  Mason  was  an  aware,  opinion¬ 
ated,  often  contradictory  individual,  at 
once  a  curmudgeon  and  a  booster  of  the 
hobbv.  This  complete  set,  reprinted  by 
Charles  Davis,  incorporates  Mason's  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Visitor,  Mason's  Coin  Collector's 
Herald,  and  Mason's  Coin  Collector's  Maga¬ 
zine,  1867-1891.  Offered  as  a  three-volume 
set  bound  in  cloth,  the  first  book  "Volume 
I-II1"  is  384  6x9'  pages  and  contains  an 
actual  photographic  print  of  "Mason's 


Gallery"  pasted  in  place  as 
did  Mason  in  the  original 
edition.  The  second  book 
"Volume  IV-VI"  is  504  6x9" 
pages,  and  the  third  book 
"Volume  VI1-X1V"  is  448 
8-1/2  xll"  pages  and  con¬ 
tains  an  index  to  all  three 
volumes.  If  you  love  nu¬ 
mismatic  history,  this  is  a 
best  bui/!  Stock  No.  BMA- 
600.  List  price  $240.00. 

Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins.  Published  in  1988, 
this  is  the  most  comprehensive  single  book 
ever  published  on  the  title  subject.  Concern¬ 
ing  its  value,  we  can't  imagine  any  serious 
coin  buver  being  without  one  and,  of 
course,  all  the  dealers  have  copies  — often 
multiples.  We  have  sold  over  10,000  cop¬ 
ies— and  still  the  buvers  come!  If  you  do 
not  yet  have  a  copy,  delay  no  more.  And, 
with  vour  generous  discount  from  Bowers 


and  Merena,  you 
do  not  pay  even 
close  to  list  price! 
754  pages,  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated, 
quality'  hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BBR-764. 
List:  $125.00. 


U.S.  AND  COLONIAL 

COINS 
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Ordering  is 
Fast  and  Easy! 

Ordering  is  as  easy  as  pie  (or,  if  you  prefer, 
as  easy  as  A-B-C). 

1  lave  your  credit  card  handy  and  call  toll- 
free  1-800-222-5993,  ext.  31,  and  ask  for  me, 
Mary  Tocci.  Or,  fax  or  mail  your  order  to  my 
attention.  I'll  calculate  your  order  and  give 
you  your  best  discount!  Either  way,  some 
great  titles  will  be  on  their  way  to  you. 

Happy  reading! 

'Tvti 

Mary 
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Multi-Talented  Numismatist 


Lawrence  Block,  a  numismatist  who  at 
one  time  penned  a  number  of  articles  for 
our  hobby,  is  now  best  known  as  a  writer 
of  intriguing  tales,  including  one  that 
mentioned  attending  one  of  our  rare  coin 
auction  sales  (Thanks,  Larrv!). 

Recently  USA  Today  did  a  cover  story, 
"Lawrence  Block,  mystery  man,"  by  Katy 
Kelly.  The  article  began  as  follows: 

Lawrence  Block  doesn't  know  how 
many  books  he's  written. 

Including  four  series,  various  novels 
and  his  just  out  Matthew  Scudder  mystery, 
Everybody  Dies,  he's  sure  he's  topped  50. 

Asa  rookie,  he  wrote  dozens  more  under 
pseudonyms.  "I  don't  know  the  titles,''  he  savs, 

"I  don't  even  have  copies  of  most  of  them." 

Block  is  a  man  who  resists  the  conven¬ 
tional.  He  has,  in  the  course  of  60  years,  had 
only  two  real  jobs.  He  left  the  longer-lasting 
one  after  a  year  and  a  half. 

And  when  he  was  50,  Block  and  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife,  Lynne,  took  up  Buffalo  hunting. 
As  in  Buffalo,  NY,  and  Buffalo,  MO,  and 
Buffalo,  SD. 

The  hunt  commenced  after  Block,  who 
grew  up  in  Buffalo,  NY,  noticed  there  were 
more  places  called  Buffalo  than  he  would 
have  guessed.  He  suggested  to  Lvnne  that 
they  visit  a  few  of  them.  She  suggested  they 
visit  all  of  them. 


In  the  last  decade,  they've  bagged  69  Buffa¬ 
loes,  some  of  them  so  small  and  unsung  they're 
just  Y's  in  the  road.  Others  "are  towns  that 
have  gone  out  of  business,"  he  savs.  Usually 
they  take  a  picture  of  themselves  standing  in 
front  of  the  sign... 

Obviously,  Block  has  an  eye  for  research! 
Think  what  he  could  do  if  he  were  still  in 
coins— and  all  of  the  things  he  could  track 
down  (or  perhaps  he  could  write  a  hook  on 
Buffalo  nickels).  Later  in  the  article  this  ap¬ 
pears  relative  to  numismatics: 

I  le  was  26  when  he  accepted  his  last  office 
job.  He  wrote  for  a  coin  collector's  magazine,  a 
gig  that  meant  moving  his  then-wife  and 


•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin 
Review -Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President -Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept.- Mark  Borckardt,  Senior 
Numismatist. :  Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate; 
lanet  Lavertue,  Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing 
Director. 

•  Auction  Dept.-Q.  David  Bowers,  Director; 
John  Pack,  Manager;  Jennifer  Nicolay. 
Numismatists:  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Raymond  N.  Merena,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper, 
Frank  Van  Valen,  and  others. 

•  Research  Dept. -Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David 


young  daughters  to  Racine,  WI.  "It  seemed 
like  a  way  to  get  out  of  Buffalo,"  he  says 
with  a  smile. 

Block  staved  for  18  month,  long  enough 
to  learn  "two  important  things,"  he  savs. 

To  mv  astonishment  I  realized  I  reallv 
could  fit  in  a  corporate  (environment).  The 
second  was  that  I  didn't  want  to." 

Tlie  employer,  not  stated,  was  none 
other  than  Western  Publishing  Co.  out  in 
Racine,  WI,  and  he  was  on  the  staff  of  the 
highly  esteemed  The  Whitman  Numismatic 
Journal,  which  was  published  under  the 
editorship  of  Ken  Bressett.  Here's  wishing 
Larrv  Block  many  more  years  of  success. 


Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena. 

•  Graphics  Dept. -Jennifer  Meers,  Robin 
Edgerlv,  Roberta  French,  Doug  Plasencia, 
Manager,  Photography  Department. 

•  Administration -John  Babalis,  Operations 
Manager;  Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Donna  A. 
Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly,  Guy  Hughes,  Denise 
D'Eri,  Donna  Pearo. 

•  Publications  Dept.— John  Babalis,  Mar)' Tocci. 

•  Financial  Department- Donald  H.  Snyder, 
C.P.A.,  Controller;  Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Debbie 
McDonald. 

•  Network/IS  Administrator — Thomas  Trumble. 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Staff 
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Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BAD-724. 
List  $125.00 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BAK-749. 
List  $19.95. 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 


United  States 

Numismatic 

Literature 

Vol.  II:  20th-Century 
Auction  Catalogues 

By  John  W.  Adams 
An  impressive  reference 
books.  The  author  has  stud¬ 
ied  sales  held  by  major  U.S. 
a  uction  firms  of  the  1 900-1 950 
era.  418  pages. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-405. 
List  $89.95 


Handbook  of  20th- 
Century  United 
States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 
Much  worthwhile  informa¬ 
tion  about  Saint-Gaudens 
and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and 
$20  gold  coins.  184  pages. 
Illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 


BBM-311. 
List  $45.00 


Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  interested 
collector  needs  to  know 
about  half  dimes.  168  pages, 
illustrated. 


Softbound. 


Stock  No. 


BBL-105. 
List  $29.95. 


BBM-402. 
List  $19.95 


B  m‘]umtW!bFUK>.i 

American  Coin 
Treasures  and 

Hoards 

BUYER'S 

GUIDE  TO 
UNITED  /* 

r 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

STATES.# 

(introduction  by  Kenneth  Bressett). 

Twenty-two  profusely  illus¬ 
trated  chapters  are  filled  with 

GOLD  COINS 

Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-404. 
List  $59.95. 


stories  of  treasures  hidden, 
lost,  found,  and  some  wait¬ 
ing  to  be  found.  456  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 


Softbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-350 
List  $12.95. 
Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-351. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BAN-710. 
List  $159.00. 


List  $19.95 


The  ANA 
Centennial  History 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  two-volume  book  on  the 
history  of  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  from 
1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-401. 


List  $29.95. 


American  Numis¬ 
matics  Before  the 
Civil  War,  1760-1860 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  fabulous  book,  empha¬ 
sizing  the  story  of  Augustus 
B.  Sage,  early  coin  dealer  and 
fou  nding  member  of  the  ANS 
will  give  you  an  "I  am  there" 
feeling  for  the  early  days  of 
American  numismatics.  432 
pages,  illustrated. 


A  Buyer's  and 
Enthusiast7 s  Guide  to 
Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Meet  each  and  every  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  and  Indian  cent 
through  the  pages  of  this  fas¬ 
cinating  book  which,  if  you 
read  it,  will  make  you  an  ex¬ 
pert.  541  pages,  illustrated. 


A  Buyer's  Guide  to 
Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Second  Edition.  A  treasure 
trove  of  information  on  these 
popular  series.  Updated  in¬ 
formation  with  1997  prices 
for  every  date  and  mintmark. 
304  pages,  illustrated 


Buyer's  Guide  to 
United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

(foreword  by  David  Akers) 

Describes  each  type  of 
United  States  gold  coin  from 
1795  onward.  A  highly  use¬ 
ful  book  for  the  gold  enthu¬ 
siast.  122  pages,  illustrated. 


Collecting  Coins 
and  Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the 
19th  Century 

Nca>  introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we 
have  reprinted  some  of  our 
favorite  articles  printed  in  the 
19th  century.  A  lot  of  fun, 
informative  reading.  192 
pages,  illustrated. 


Publications  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 

From  the  illustrious  series  of  monographs  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  "Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference" 
held  each  year  in  New  York  City  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  each  volume  is  superb,  con¬ 
tains  the  work  of  manv  authors,  is  excellently  illus¬ 
trated,  and  will  be  a  fine  addition  to  any  library'. 


America's  J»ilvct  Com»*r 


Coinage  «(  Ihr  American 
Cnnledeiallan  Period 


America's  Silver  Coinage 
1794-1891 

Cloth  hardbound,  210  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-210 
List  $15.00 

America's  Silver  Dollars 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeburg 
Cloth  hardbound,  127  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-211 
List  $25.00 

America's  Gold  Coinage 

Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  132  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-212 
List  $15.00 

The  Token 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 
Cloth  hardbound,  224  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-213 
List  $25.00 

Coinage  of  the  American 
Confederation  Period 

Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Cloth  hardbound,  346  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-214 
List  $25.00 

America's  Large  Cent 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeburg 
Cloth  hardbound,  190  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-215 
List  $25.00 


Money  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Colonies  and 
Confederation 

By  Philip  L.  Mossman 
A  superb  study,  separately 
published  by  the  ANS,  and 
an  ideal  companion  to 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby's  Early 
Coins  of  America.  312  pages, 
illustrated. 


Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BMO-200 
List  $100.00 
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Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 


By  IVtd  LVwcn 


Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBV1-308. 

List  $39.95 
Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-308A. 
List  $49.95 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-802. 
List  $89.95 


Commemorative  Coins 
of  the  U.S.:  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  one-of-a-kind  resource. 
Multiple  pages  on  every  clas¬ 
sic  commemorative  coin  and 
previously  unpublished  infor¬ 
mation  about  rarity,  market 
analyses,  etc.!  768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Encyclopedia  of 
Automatic  Musical 
Instruments 

By  Q.  Daind  Bowers 
First  printed  in  1972,  this 
book  has  become  the  stan¬ 
dard  reference  on  old-time 
automatic  music  makers.  If 
you  like  music  or  nostalgia, 
you'll  love  this  book.  1,008 
pages,  illustrated. 


Numismatist's 
"Companion"  Books 

Each  book  in  the  "Com¬ 
panion"  series  is  edited  by 
QDB  and  contains  interest¬ 
ing  articles  by  various  au¬ 
thors.  Delightful  and  infor¬ 
mative  reading.  Softbound, 
5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 


Numismatist's 
Bedside  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBV1-200.  List  $12.95. 


BBM-130. 
List  $59.95. 


Numismatist's 

Countryside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's 

Downtown 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's 
Lakeside  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's 
Topside  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's 
Traveling  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-210.  List  $12.95. 


I  .•»»•*  k.  Klushcni 
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Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BB\l-14bA. 
List  $82.50 


Numismatist's 
Weekend  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-206.  List  $12.95. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBV1-140. 
List  $29.00 


U.S.  Coins  by  Design 
Types:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and 
Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Valuable  for  the  type  collec¬ 
tor.  248  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Slock  No.  BBM-307. 
List  $s  M 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Boivers 
All  U.S.  coppers  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  detail.  17b  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

I  1st  $4  4=; 

U.S.  3<  and  5<  Pieces:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Benners 
An  inside  view  of  these  se¬ 
ries.  168  pages,  illustrated. 
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Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303. 
List  $9.95 


The  History  of 
U.S.  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Boivers 
Covers  all  American  series 
from  colonials  to  territorial 
gold,  half  cents  to  $20  gold. 
Equivalent  to  a  university 
course  incoins,  and,  probably, 
would  cost  $5,000  or  more  if 
such  a  course  were  available! 
572  page's,  illustrated. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
H8\U22 
List  $49.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 
King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bmvers 
A  wonderful  book  chroni¬ 
cling  the  life  of  this  magnifi¬ 
cent  collector  and  his  equally 
fascinating  collection  which, 
when  sold,  realized  $44  mil¬ 
lion!  176  pages,  illustrated. 
Second  printing. 


mil.TOKIWEEVS 

ILK  WIIOHOM \l 

COINS 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBR-'M. 
List:  S125.00 


Virgil  Brand:  The 
Man  and  His  Era, 
Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  award-winning  vol¬ 
ume  details  the  almost  unbe¬ 
lievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand 
who  assembled  the  largest 
coin  collection  of  all  time.  248 
pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBR-765. 
List  $29.95 


Bowers  and 
Merena's  Little 
Editions 

A  series  of  monographs  on 
a  variety  of  coin-related  top¬ 
ics,  from  famous  figures  to 
studies  on  popular  series  to 
investigative  reports. 

A  Curious  Thievery  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint 

by  A. L.  Drummond 

Stock  No.  BLE-501.  List  $5.95. 

A  Review  of  the  Com¬ 
memorative  Coin  Market 
by  Q.  Dai’id  Bowers 
Stock  No.  BLE-502.  List  $5.95. 
The  Curious  Case  of  the 
Coin  Collectors  Kline 
by  Dr.  Joel  /.  Orosz,  NLG 
Stock  No.  BLE-503.  List  $5.95. 
Woodward's  Sale  of  the 
John  F.  McCoy  Collection 
by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No  BLE-504.  List  $5.95. 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  Dai'id  Bowers 
A  somewhat  arcane,  but 
fascinating  inquiry  into 
counterstamped  coins  of  the 
mid  1800s.  We  ll  make  this 
daring  guarantee:  if  you  buy 
this  book  and  don't  enjoy  it, 
let  Dave  know  within  30 
davs,  a  refund  will  be  sent, 
and  you  can  keep  the  book 
free!  224  pages,  illustrated. 


Walter  Breen's 
Complete  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

The  master  source,  the 
fountainhead  of  information 
gather  over  a  long  period  of 
years  by  one  of  America's 
most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  754 
pages,  illustrated. 


Walter  Breen's 
Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial 
Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details 
Proof  coin  manufacture,  char¬ 
acteristics  of  various  styles  of 
Proofs,  etc.  Year-by-year 
analysis.  Detailed  discussions 
of  Proof  sets  and  much,  much 
more.  338  pages,  illustrated. 
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Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BCA-600 
List  $50.00 


The  Copper  Coins 
of  Vermont 

By  Tony  Carlotto 
Published  by  the  Colonial 
Coin  Collectors  Club  this 
book  is  packed  with  illus¬ 
trations  and  fascinating  tid¬ 
bits  including  information 
about  rarity,  known  grades, 
etc.  218  pages,  illustrated. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BCR-271. 
List  $45.00 


Early  Coins 
of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
One  of  the  greatest  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatic  books,  this 
volume  appeared  in  1875  and 
has  never  been  superseded. 
Standard  reference  on  colo¬ 
nial,  state,  and  early  Ameri¬ 
can  coins.  378  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Durst  reprint. 


Guide  &U.S. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


MR  hart  I  lloridw 
Q  David  Bowers 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-309. 
List  $14.95 


Hardbound, 
Stock  No. 
BAN-711. 
List  $65 


Standing 

Liberty 

Quarters 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BCL-700. 
List  $24.95 


The  American 
Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  IN. A. 

Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  two- 
volume  ANA  History.  Re¬ 
search  articles,  mostly  of  a 
specialized  nature,  by  some 
of  the  hobby's  leading  fig¬ 
ures.  372  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
B  DO-500. 
List  $34.95 


Standing  Liberty 
Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 
A  comprehensive  guide  to 
this  popular  series  by  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  expert  (whose 
reference  collection,  by  the 
way,  we  had  the  honor  of 
showcasing  at  auction  a  few 
years  ago).  175  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Spiral  bound. 
Stock  No. 
BF1-115. 
List  $10.00 


America's  Money 
America's  Story 

By  Richard  Doty 
Experience  the  fascinating 
evolution  of  America's  mon¬ 
etary  system  from  one  of  the 
most  respected  numismatic 
scholars  in  the  world.  Named 
Book  of  the  Year  at  the  1998 
ANA  Convention.  244  pages, 
illustrated. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-145. 
List  $29.95 


Bill  Fivaz's  Counter¬ 
feit  Detection  Guide 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  ref¬ 
erence,  designed  to  enable 
you  to  recognize  genuine 
pieces,  with  the  potential  to 
save  (or  make)  you  money 
when  purchasing.  52  pages, 
illustrated. 


CVJtrctins  Tr*d*t* 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BLA-851. 
List  $29.95 


Cb£flVA>ridf 


United  StutM  Coin* 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BCW-700. 
List  $22.00 


The  Smart  Collector 

By  the  Editors  o/Coin  World 
A  handy  commentary. 
General  information  is  given 
concerning  each  design,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  "What  Will  It 
Cost?"  (a  commentary  on  the 
cost  of  forming  a  collection 
of  the  specialty)  and  "Fast 
Facts"  (basic  information). 
254  pages,  illustrated. 
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Cherrypickers' 

Pocket  Guide, 

LINCOLN 

Top  150 

CENTS 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and 

/Ks 

THE  CHUKnCKIS’  POCK!  GlIDt 
TOP  13# 

J.T.  Stanton 

JSL. 

The  150  most  interesting 

m  HVU  i  »m  roft 

varieties  described  in  a 

Spiral  bound. 
Stock  No. 
BFI-114. 
List  $19.95 


that  will  fit  in  a  coat  pocket. 
220  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BLA-107. 
List  $43.95 


Take  advantage  of  our 
special  discounts  on 
these  great  books 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list 
prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a 
20%  discount.  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  mer¬ 
chandise  already  offered  at  special  prices.) 


! 


Tht  TU|>  100 
Morgan  Hollar  VurWIleu 

The  VAM  K»,« 


Spiral  bound. 
Stock  No.  BFE-300. 
List  $24.95 
Leatherette. 
Stock  No.BFE-301. 
List  $24.95 


The  Top  100  Morgan 
Dollar  Varieties: 

The  VAM  Keys 

By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D 
and  JeffOxman 
A  synopsis  of  the  top  100 
most  popular  Morgan  dollar 
varieties.  Excellent  for  those 
who  wish  to"cherrypick"  for 
valuable  die  varieties.  137 
pages,  illustrated. 


Lun|nicie‘t  Twit4c«l  IHccc 


Spiralbound. 
Stock  No. 
BLE-440. 
List  $24.95 


Basic  Guide  to 
United  States 
Commemorative 
Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and 
Q.  David  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated. 


The  Norweb 
Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Miclwel  ].  Hodder  &  Q. 
David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 


Investing,  Collecting 
&  Trading  in 
Certified 

Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  guide  to  market  avail¬ 
ability  of  various  issues  in 
various  grades. 


Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 
Everything  you  need  to 
know  about  this  series.  392 
pages,  illustrated.  High!  v  ac¬ 
claimed  and  with  enough  in¬ 
formation  for  two  books! 


Longacre's  Two- 
Cent  Piece:  1864 
Attribution  Guide 

By  Frank  Leone 
Every  idiosyncracy  of  the 
two-cent  piece  has  been 
studied  bv  this  well-known 
author.  Offers  hours  of  en¬ 
joyment  attributing  vour 
collection.  248  pages. 
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SJumismatic  Books  for  Sale 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BMT-100. 
List  $19.95 


Hardbound-3  Vols. 
Stock  No. 


BMA-600. 
List  $240.00 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BGO-300. 
List  $44.00 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BNE-798. 


Rare  Coin  Review 
1969-1994:  An  Anno¬ 
tated  Index  of  the 
First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector's  guide  to  the 
title  subject.  (Thanks,  Ken, 
for  writing  this!)  93  pages. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 


BNE-500. 


List  $75.00 


Mason's  Stamp  & 

•  *•41  ■  *•• 

Coin  Collector's 

•  ••  VtlUflll 

Magazine 

First  ever  reprint  of  the 

% 

periodicals  of  E.  Locke  Ma- 

son,  rare  coin  dealer  of 

Philadelphia  and  Boston  in 

the  19th  century.  Great 

reading  for  the  numismatic 

Hardbound. 

buff. 

Stock  No. 

BOV-100. 
List  $59.95 


The  Gobrecht  Journal, 
Collective  Vol.  4 

Edited  by 

Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from 
recent  years  from  the  journal 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collec¬ 
tors  Club.  Full  of  research 
information,  market  data, 
collecting  insights  and  more. 
600  pages,  illustrated. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BPO-100. 
List  $79.00 


United  States 
Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference 
book  on  die  varieties  of  cop¬ 
per  cents  of  the  period.  312 
pages,  illustrated  with  line 
cuts. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 


List  $50.00 


BRA-511. 
List  $12.95 


Take  advantage  of  our 
special  discounts  on 
these  great  books 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list 
prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a 
20%  discount.  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  mer¬ 
chandise  already  offered  at  special  prices.) 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BRU-725. 
List  $47.95 


The  Early  Paper 
Money  of  America 

By  Eric  P.  Neivnum 
The  source  for  early  Ameri¬ 
can  paper  money  collectors 
including  comprehensive  in¬ 
formation  on  every  issue.  480 
pages,  illustrated. 


$► 

I’hofogradc- 


J 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 


BKL-114. 
List  $10.95 


Early  Half  Dollar 
Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 

Kittled  by  Port  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on 
the  series,  a  "must-have" 
book.  Photographs  of  die  va¬ 
rieties  include  new  discov¬ 
ery  pieces  enlarged  two  di¬ 
ameters.  710  pages. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BSH-100. 
List  550.00 


U.S.  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  se¬ 
ries,  with  much  information, 
price  data,  etc.,  not  available 
in  any  other  volume.  Award 
winner.  A  must  for  every  ad¬ 
vances.!  library.  524  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 

List  $o0.00 


United  States 
Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rays  us 
This  interesting  study  dis¬ 
cusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the 
new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates.  174  pages,  illus- 


Spiral  bound. 
Stock  No. 


t  rated. 


BSU-300. 


List  $32.00 


Standard  Catalog  of 
U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 
Contains  thousands  of  list¬ 
ings  and  photographs,  rarity 
ratings,  and  just  about  ev¬ 
erything  else  you  need  to 
know  to  buy,  sell,  collect,  en¬ 
joy,  and  appreciate  United 
States  tokens. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BSW-742. 
List  $29.95 


Photograde 

By  fames  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official 
grading  guide  by  the  ANA. 
224  pages,  illustrated.  Tid¬ 
bit:  Did  you  know  that  at 
one  time  this  was  the  most- 
requested  book  in  the  De¬ 
troit  Public  Library  system? 
It  is  true!  Now  in  its  18th 
edition,  224  pages. 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 
A  reprint  from  Lorraine 
Durst  of  this  classic  text,  the 
first  in  the  American  series 
to  combine  detailed  numis¬ 
matic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  informa¬ 
tion,  opinions,  all  in  all  a  de¬ 
lightful  mixture.  340  pages, 
illustrated. 


Bust  Half  Fever 
1807-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  highly  interesting  book 
covering  all  die  varieties,  the 
background  of  the  series, 
grading  collecting,  etc.  330 
pages. 


U.S.  Error  Note 
Encyclopedia 

By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 
This  new  book  illustrates 
many  different  types  of  cur¬ 
rency  errors.  A  great  guide 
for  answering  frequently 
asked  questions  about  cur¬ 
rency  errors  and  giving  a 
view  of  market  values.  431 
pages,  illustrated. 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative 
Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  & 
Walter  Breen 

An  updated  version  of  this 
well-known  and  highly  re¬ 
garded  classic.  386  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 
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Numismatic 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BTA-404. 
List  $19.95. 


| 

Coin  Lore 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BTE-800. 
List  $22.00. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BTO-IOO. 
List  $19.95 


Standard  Guide  to 
the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 
Packed  with  new,  up¬ 
dated  information  on  ev¬ 
ery  coin  in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 


BRH-200. 
List  $29.95 


Coin  Lore 


By  Gerald  Tebbens 
Collected  essays  by  this 
popular  Coin  Lore  colum¬ 
nist.  Easy,  informative 
reading  on  about  as  many 
various  subjects  as  there 
are  chapters  in  the  book: 
42.  224  pages. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BVA-710. 
List  $79.95 


The  Complete 
Guide  to  Franklin 
Half  Dollars 

By  Rick  Tomaska 
The  first  book  devoted 
solely  to  the  Franklin  half 
dollar  series.  Includes  date- 
by-date  analysis,  plus  grad¬ 
ing  information,  rarity  esti¬ 
mates,  and  more.  240  pages, 
illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BW1-818. 
List  $25.00 


Books  for  Sale 


Official  Guide  to 
Coin  Grading  and 
Counterfeit  Detection 

Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Explains  and  illustrates 
the  standards  for  grading 
Mint  State  coins,  plus  in¬ 
formation  on  counterfeits, 
forgery,  cleaning,  and 
more.  324  pages,  illustrated 


New  Or  leant  Mint 
Gold  Coir* 
18J9-W09 


m- 


Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BVVI-814. 
List  $19.95 
Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BW1-815. 
List  $31.95 


Comprehensive 
Catalogue  and 
Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and 
Peace  Dollars 
By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 
A.  George  Mallis 


A  brand  new  edition  of  this 
popular  book.  534  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BW1-900 


List  $12.95 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Dahlonega  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 
Focuses  on  gold  coins 
struck  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint, 
including  availability  and 
commentary  related  to  strik¬ 
ing  and  die  characteristics. 
250  pages,  illustrated. 


Video. 
Stock  No. 


BVI-110 
List  $29.95 


New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 
Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck 
at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  200 
pages,  illustrated. 


John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
By  Stewart  Witham 
An  illustrated  biography 
which  makes  John  Reich,  de¬ 
signer  of  the  1807  Capped 
Bust  coinage,  come  alive.  48 
pages,  illustrated. 


The  Medal  Maker 

Master  Sculptor  Laura 
Gardin  Fraser 
A  rare  16-minute  1929  vin¬ 
tage  film  (now  in  video) 
showing  Laura  Gardin  Fraser 
preparing  the  model  for 
America's  most  prestigious 
sculpture  award. 


Terms  of  Sale 

1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department  — 
TOLL-FREE -at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire  residents  use 
our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector's  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  information  in 
raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure 
to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these 
will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  "same  type"  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design 
type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice  has 
been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders 
under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through  our 
private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been  previously 
established .  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate 
of  1 .5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  after  30  days.  Layaways  are 
available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  "ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:"  Call  our 
Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your  order 
to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express;  or  if  you  have  estab¬ 


lished  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your  street 
address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service 
is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders 
under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason,  includ¬ 
ing  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt  (coins 
certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return  privilege  of 
seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transac¬ 
tions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for 
which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading 
services  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed 
holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opinion  of 
the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All 
such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  numei  ical  descriptions  of  coins 
and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an 
attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with 
respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do 
vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of  various  published 
standards  haschanged  over  a  period  of  time.  However,  it  has  been  our 
experience  (dating  to  1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and  reason¬ 
able  prices  have  pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  nu¬ 
mismatists.  In  the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David  Bowers 
is  a  minor  stockholder  in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service 
(PCGS) 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a 


replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Ray  Merena  was  president 
of  the  PNG,  1 995-1997.  Other  staff  members  have  likewise  been 
active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the- 
counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  conventions  and  are 
pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as  dose  as 
your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any 
numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  ex¬ 
pressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance,  qual¬ 
ity,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the  future 
Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand  More¬ 
over,  grading  interpretations  mav  change  over  a  period  of  time 
It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical 
errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  which  mat  occur 
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Bowers  and  Merena ’s 

$  pectacular 
Auction  Season 

Can  Realize  Top 
Market  Prices  for  You. 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  sea¬ 
sons  for  1999  and  2000.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell. 
Bowers  and  Merena  is  the  only  place  for  you.  Remember,  the 
same  numismatic  expertise  and  quality  presentation  which  char¬ 
acterized  such  record-breaking  sales  as  the  Eliasberg,  Xorweb, 
Garrett,  and  Brand  collections  can  promote  your  individual  coins, 
sets,  or  entire  collection.  Consigning  is  easv  and  generous  cash 
advances  are  available  instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consign¬ 
ment.  Simply  call  John  Pack,  our  Auction  Manager,  for  complete 
details,  including  our  new  low  commission  rates.  It  may  well  be 
the  most  financially  rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made! 


Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894 

800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 

www.bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  auction@bowersandmerena.com 


Our  Upcoming  Sales . . . 

March  18-20,  1999 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/ Baltimore  Convention) 

May  7-10,  1999 

New  York  City,  New  York 

A  Special  Sale! 

August  9,  1999 
Chicago,  Illinois 

The  Rarities  Sale 

August  30-31,  1999 
New  York  City,  New  York 

October  1999 

To  be  announced 

New  York  City,  New  York 

November  11-13,  1999 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/ Baltimore  Convention) 

January  4-5,  2000 
Orlando,  Florida 

The  Rarities  Sale 

March  30- April  1,  2000 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/ Baltimore  Convention) 

May  27-29,  2000 

New  York  City,  New  York 

August  9-12,  2000 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

(with  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention) 


We  sold  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  speci¬ 
men  of  the  1804  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar 
for  $1,815,000,  the  highest  price  paid  at 
auction  for  a  United  States  coin. 


We  also  hold  the  record  for  the  second  high¬ 
est  price  paid  at  auction  for  a  U.S.  coin: 
$  1,485,000 for  a  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel. 
In  fact,  of  the  top  10  individual  U.S.  coins 
sold  at  public  auction,  we  sold  seven  of  them  . 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc* 


Box  1224 

WOLFEBORO,  NH  03894 


Toll-Free:  800-222-5993  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 
www.bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  dirsales@bowersandmerena.com 


